





'47% of Israelis support ‘Palestine’ 

i^ ( Ap ndes) ~~£ n opinion P° H Polished by the Israel 
^ly Ye*otAharon°t on Tuesday showed ihat ai leas? half of all 
toaelis supported the creation of a Palestinian state within agreed 
^^ r ? in r t ^ a, P !ed glories. The survey was the first IO show" 
tra j onty of fsn^B favouring such a state, said Hanoch Smith, director 
n earned out the telephone poll of 500 people in 

late December. Of those questioned 47 per cent said they supported 
^ establishment 0 r a Palestmian state -within defimtq andl^rced 

*?* ” * rran B e *hcnt, whiklhc 
rematnder wens undecided. Asked how respondents viewed an 
auiowmy agreeemnt that led to quiet borders. 69 per cent said j" 
would be a success and 22 per cent said it would be a failure. Nine per 
rat had no opinion If an autonomy agreement does not end 
Palestinian attacks on Israelis. 70 per cent would consider it a failure 
and 17 per cent would see if as a success. Thirteen per cent had no 
opmion. Sixty per cent said they wanted the government had no 
<>p,ni ^ , ;-^ y lhe y wan{ed the government to continue 

negotiations with the PLO. 
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' Regent sends cable of 
condolence to Clinton 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Tuesday sent 
a cable to U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to condole him over 

- the death of about 30 Amer- 
icans a& a result of the earth- 
quake which hit Southern Cali- 

. fornia Monday. “In my name 

- and behalf of Jordanian people 
and government I offer our 
deepest condolences over the 
grave losses and the destruc- 

_ dot) left by the earthquake,*' 
-Prince Hassan said, (see page 8 
for report from California) Jor- 
dan’s Ambassador in Washing- 
ton Fayez Al Tarawneh said 
.Tuesday all Jordanians living 
in southern California were 
safe . • 

Regent condoles 
soldier’s family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Tuesday vi- 
sited the home of Hamed AI 
Ra’iyah, an army sergeant who 
was killed in Croatia recently 
while performing his duty as 
member of the Jordanian con- 
tingent serving with the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in former 
Yugoslavia. Prince Hassan 
offered his condolences to the 
family. Sgt. Ra’iyah was killed 
when a boat carrying him and 
three other Jordanian 
peacekeepers overturned while 
transporting humanitarian 
assistance to besieged families. 

UJNL extends 
sanctions against Iraq 

. UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council on Tues- 
jiay. decided to extend econo- 
. nye s anctions against .Iraq for 
tfifotfaier 60 days: Ambassador 
Kafcl Kovanda of the Czech 
Republic, president of the 15- 
na$bn- Security Council this 
month,' said the decision was 
takea in a closed meeting of 
the body. He said “two or 
three members” suggested eas- 
ing sanctions, which is called a 
“distinct minority.” 

Italian cabinet sets 
two-day poll 

ROME (R) — The Italian gov- 
ernment issued a decree Tues- 
day extending landmark March 

27 general elections to March 

28 after Jews objected that 
they would Have to vote on the 
start of Passover, state televi- 
rion said. The measure needs 
approval by parliament, even- 
though it has been dissolved, 
but has already won wide poli- 
tical party support and was 
immediately welcomed by Ita- 
ly's Jewish community. The 
deoree sanctioning two-day 
elections will allow Jews to 
vote after sundawn on March 
28. State Television said poll- 
ing stations would stay open 
until 10 p.m. 

Hassan II denounces 
Islamic extremism 

RABAT (AP) — King Hassan 
II of Morocco has condemned . 
Islamic extremism, saying his 
country refrains a bulwark 
against the movement jid an 
example for other Arab states. 
“Never has violence been a 
method of persuasion for 
Islam's enemies and even less 
so for its own people," King 
Hassan said in a letter to Isla- 
mic scholars from several Arab 
states meeting at a Moroccan 
university. King Hassan has so 
for been able to keep extrem- 
ism in neighbouring Algeria 
from making gains in his own 
conntry, without offending the 
fundamentalist tendency at 
home- In terms of freedom and 
• democracy, “the Moroccan ex- 
perience is amply cited and, in 
the Islamic World, it is cited as 
an example,” the letter said. 

Zhivkov to enter 
jail this week 

SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgaria’s 
foriper communist leader 
Todor Zhivkov, 82, said he 
was not afraid of prison, fol- 
lowing the confirmation Tues- 
day of a seven-year jail sent- 
ence. The country's supreme 
court upheld the sentence it 
imposed in September 1992 for 
abuse, of power and embezzle- 
ment, rejecting Mr. Zhivkov's 
appeal. He will also have to. 
Pay -a fine of 22 million leva 
(S600.000). 


Sharaa briefs Regent on 
results of Geneva summit 

Syrian minister says ball is in Israeli court after 
Assad comments, assails proposal for Golan poll 

Jordan reiterates need for Arab coordination 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk A I Sharaa on 
Tuesday briefed His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. the Regent, on the out- 
come of Sunday's summit 
meeting between Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Ai Assad and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

During a meeting held at the 
Royal Palace shortly after Mr. 
Sharaa’s arrival here, the Re- 
gent and the Syrian minister 
also reviewed Jordanian- 
Syrian relations and the two 
countries' stand vis-a-vis the 
Middle East peace process, the 


Jordan News Agency. Petra , 
said. 

It said the Regent empha- 
sised the need to coordinate 
the stands of all Arab parties 
involved in the 2 6-month-old 
peace negotiations with Israel. 

Describing the outcome of 
the Syrian -American talks as 
fruitful, Mr. Sharaa affirmed 
Syria's commitment to con- 
tinuing the peace talks, adher- 
ence to the principles of the 
Madrid conference and the . 
need to implement U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338, Petra said. 

The meeting was attended 
by Minister of State for Fore- 
ign Affairs Talal Ai Hassan 
and the Crown Prince's advisor 
Mohammad Saqqaf. 


Mr. Sharaa, who left after 
the meeting, told Petra in de- 
parture comments that his 
talks here focused on the peace 
process, the Assad-Clinton 
summit in Geneva, Jordania n- 
Syrian relations and Arab 
coordination. 

“I feel that contacts should 
continue among the Arab par- 
ties directly involved in the 
peace process and that the 
contacts should be more en- 
hanced,” he was quoted as 
saying by Petra. “Coordination 
and consultations should con- 
tinue among the three Arab 
parties which have maintained 
serious coordination among 
themselves — Jordan, Syria 
and Lebanon.” 

The implicit reference was to 


Rabin grudgingly accepts 
Assad’s peace declaration 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Tuesday grudgingly 
accepted— Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad's statements 
on peace as a basis for con- 
tinued negotiations. 

Mr. Rabin also cautioned 
the Israeli public that the cost 
of peace with Syria could be 
higher than it had expected. 

“I expected more (from this 
week’s U.S. -Syria summit). 
For the sake of the negotia- 
tions, I am willing to make do 
with what was said and that 
which was unsaid and was re- 
ported to us (by U.S. peace 
envoys)," Mr. Rabin told re- 
porters. 

Mr. Assad, speaking at a 
Geneva news conference with 
U.S. President Bill Ginton on 
Sunday, said Syria, could have 
“normal peaceful relations" 
with Israel under a "peace of 
the brave." 

Two-year-long Israel-Syria 
peace talks, due to resume in 
Washington later this month, 
were suspended four months 
ago. The break came after 
negotiators had failed to make 
progress on the future of the 
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights 
and a Syrian definition of 
peace. 


Mr. Rabin endorsed a prop- 
osal made on Monday by De- 
puty Defence Minister Mor- 
decfaai Gur that a referendum 
be “held on any major Israeli., 
“territorial concessions” to 
Syria on the Golan Heights. 

He added that the cost of 
pe. x with Syria could be dear. 

* f and when we come to a 
drait of a peace treaty between 
Syria and Israel — and it de- 
mands a painful price, perhaps 
beyond what the residents of 
Israel expect — if, I emphasise 
if and when, in my opinion it 
will have to be brought to a 
referendum,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Gur said on Tuesday the 
referendum proposal was 
aimed at showing Syria, the 
United States and Europe the 
depth of Israel's “security” 
concerns as much as at calming 
the Israeli public. 

“We want to be persuaded 
that everyone well understands 
how very seriously we see ev- 
ery attempt to harm Israel's 
security... and therefore this 
arrow, if it’s possible to speak 
of an arrow, is directed in all 
directions," he said. 

Mr. Gur said a referendum 
would be held when nego- 
tiators had crafted a “package 
that gives both peace and 


security." 

Israeli media said the re- 
ferendum proposal was a signal 
to the Syrians and Americans 
to go slow. 

“The message to Assad is 
simple: ‘We’ve heard from the 
Americans that you are press- 
uring and you want to achieve 
peace this year. So please, 
soften your demands, other- 
wise we will have to turn to a 
referendum and then the peace 
process will be suspended,’" 
said the Israeli daily Davar. 

A senior official close to the 
prime minister's office agreed 
that the proposal was a warn- 
ing to Syria and the United 
States. 

"We don’t want to give the 
Syrians the impression that a 
withdrawal from the Golan has 
already been achieved. If 
Damascus goes too far in its 
demands, we will ask the peo- 
ple to give its opinion,” he 
explained. 

If the demands are moder- 
ate, there will be no referen- 
dum,” the official said, declin- 
ing to be named. 

“We feel chat Syria and the 
United States have reached an 
agreement. But they must 
know that for a withdrawal to 

iContinued on page 5) 


the secret deal worked out 
between the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel without coordination 
with the PLO’s Arab partners 
in the peace process. 

In comments upon arrival, 
Mr. Sharaa said President 
Assad had fulfilled what was 
expected of him at the Geneva 
summit and that it was up to 
Israel to make the next move 
in the peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa told Petra that 
Mr. Assad "talked to President 
Clinton in the name of the 
Arab Nation and stressed the 
need for reaching a just, com- 
prehensive and durable solu- 
tion to the Arab Israeli con- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
wound 15 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops shot and wounded at 
least 14 Palestinian youths in 
clashes in the occupied terri- 
tories' on Tuesday, Palestinian 
sources said. 

The most serious dashes 
occurred in Hebron in the 
West Bank, where nine school- 
children and students from an 
Islamic college were wounded. 
Witnesses said the soldiers 
opened fire after youths threw 
stones at them. 

They were among several 
hundred youths who gathered 
to mark the killing of four 
alleged members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movementr Hamas 
by Israeli troops in Hebron last 
week. 

One student was rushed to 
hospital with a serious head 
wound. 

A military spokesman con- 
finned that clashes took place 
in Hebron. 

The four alleged Hamas 
members were killed overnight 
Thursday attended the same 
Islamic college in Hebron. 
They included Abdul Salim 
Amin Shabana. described by 
the Israeli army as bead of the 
Hamas military wing Izzedin 
Al Qassam in Hebron. 

Meanwhile in Nablus further 
(Continued on page 5) 




Taba talks resume, but 
little progress is visible 


TABA (Agendes) — Israel 
strongly rejected a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) warning of an upsurge 
in violence in the occupied 
territories as talks aimed at 
launching Palestinian self-rule 
resumed here Tuesday. 

“Further Israeli intransi- 
gence could provoke an up- 
surge in tension in the region 
and an escalation of the 
Palestinian resistance in the 
occupied territories,” said 
Hassan Asfour, a dose aide to 
Mahmoud Abbas, who drew 
up ihe autonomy accord with 
Israeli officials. 

Mr. Asfour warned that 
Israel would “not achieve any 
political advantage in the 
peace process without a solu- 
tion of the Palestinian prob- 
lem.” _ 

However, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres later 
warned the Palestinians not to 
make “threats." 

"We will not accept threats 
from any quarter," Mr. Peres 
said on Israel radio. 

“The pledges made (by 
Israel 3nd the PLO) must be 
respected by the Palestinians, 
just as we respect them.” 
The two sides, meeting in 
the Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba two days after the U.S.- 
Syrian summit meeting in 


Geneva, were making a fresh 
attempt to break the deadlock 
over the size of the auton- 
omous Jericho area in the West 
Bank, security for Israeli set- 
tlements in the Gaza Strip and 
control of crossings with Egypt 
and Jordan. 

Oiief PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said the Palestinians 
were hoping to hear Israel's 
response to proposals they put 
forward to resolve the scumb- 
ling blocks. 

Last week. Dr. Shaath said 
the two sides had drafted more 
than half of an accord to imple- 
ment autonomy in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

They failed to meet the Dec. 
13 deadline for the start of an 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho, as laid down in 
the autonomy deal. 

The joint Israeli-PLO com- 
mittees on security and the 
transfer of civilian powers to 
the Palestinians were holding 
talks in a Taba hotel on Tues- 
day. Neither side indicated 
that any progress had been 
made. 

Dr. Shaath told reporters 
the summit between U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Ginton and his Sy- 
rian counterpart Hafez Al 
Assad “means the return of 

(Continued on page 5) 


N. Yemen accuses 
south of air raid 


SANAA (Agendes) — The 
dominant political party in Ye- 
men said on Tuesday a war- 
plane from the south had 
bombed a military camp in the 
north, just as leading politi- 
rians agreed reforms to end a 
crisis threatening national uni- 
ty. 

Travellers in Oman mean- 
while said the majority party in 
former South Yemen, 
embroiled in a feud with Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, was 
sending troops and tanks to a 
vital oilfield that might be 
taken over by forces loyal to 
Mr. Saleh. 

They said some tanks and 
armoured equipment being 
sent to Shabwa oilfield within 
the south were being trans- 
ported by Sheikh Ahmad Farid 
Al Aulaqi. an Oman-based 
businessman whose family 
ruled part of South Yemen 
until 1967. 

A southern officer denied ■ 
the bombing charge, levelled 
the same day as rival parties 
signed an accord to try and 
resolve a six-month dispute 
which has threatened to split “ 
the 1990 union between the 
former North Yemen and 
South Yemen. 

The armed forces of the 


formerly Marxist South and 
the conservative north have yet 
to integrate. 

A statement by Mr. Saleh's 
GPC alleging the bombing 
said: “On Monday evening, a 
warplane took off from its base 
in Aden and flew at low alti- 
tude over Al Amaliqa camp... 
and opened fire and dropped 
bombs.” 

It was swiftly denied by a 
senior airforce officer in Aden 
who said that southern aircraft 
exercising close to the border 
had not engaged in any bomb- 
ing mission. 

The GPC statement said it 
was the first time since the 
merger that a Yemeni unit had 
used force against another. It 
did not report any deaths but 
said “areas neighbouring the 
camp were damaged.” 

A spokesman said the north- 
ern brigade retaliated with 
anti-aircraft fire but the MiG 
was not hit and returned to 
Badr airbase, near Aden. 

However, a spokesman at 
Badr denied the charge, insist- 
ing the plane was on a routine 
training mission. 

The northern official warned 
that the attack was “an act of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat, Peres to meet at Davos forum 

GENEVA (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres will 
" fMd a ™ un *abte on the Middle East late this month. 

Ihe president of the World Economic Forum said Tuesday. Klaus 
Schwab sad a direct meeting of the two men at the forum, scheduled 
to be opened m Davos, Switzerland, by German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl on Jan 27, could not be ruled out. The roundtable Middle East 
discussion is due io be held on either Jan. 29 or 30. before the forum 
ends on Feb. I. Mr. Schwab said that a Syrian minister would also 
attend the meeting. Notable participants include Crown Prince 
Hassan. Mexican President Carlos Salinas. Russian Prime Minister 
iktor Chernomyrdin, Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mousa. 


Price; Jordan ISO Fils 



His Royal Highness Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday confers with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa (centre), who paid a short visit 
to Amman to brief the Regent on the outcome of 


Sunday’s summit meeting between President 
Hafez AI Assad and U.S. President Bill Clinton 
(AFP photo) 


Majali hails Geneva summit, 
says Arabs await Israeli step 

Premier leaves to join King in White House talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
jali said Tuesday the U.S.- 
Syrian summit in Geneva was 
successful 3nd expressed hope 
that 1994 would be a year of 
peace in the Middle East. 

It was Jordan's first official 
reaction to Sunday's meeting 
between U.S. President Bill 
Ginton and his Syrian counter- 
part Hafez Al Assad. 

“All what we heard about 
this summit and the signs that 
came out from the two sides 
show that it succeeded well,” 
Dr. Majali told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, before 
leaving for London en route io 
Washington to attend Friday’s 
meeting between His Majesty 
King Hussein and President 
Ginton. 

“The Israeli side is now ex- 
pected to make the necessary 
and appropriate response to 
the (Syrian move) because the 
Israelis have always said they 
were ready for peace and for 
withdrawal if Syria announced 
its acceptance of comprehen- 
sive peace, which is what it just 
did.” 

The outcome of the Geneva 
summit and next steps in the 
26-month-old U.S.-backed 
Middle East peace process are 
expected to figure high in King 
Hussein's talks with President 
Ginton. 


Dr. Majali said the meering 
will advance the peace process 
and said the two leaders will 
discuss the course of peace 
talks in all tracks. 

Dr. Majali noted that the 
King had met with President 
Clinton more than six months 
ago and that it was necessary 
for them to meet again to 
review bilateral relations, 
which are improving following 
the end of the Gulf crisis. 

He added that great de- 
velopments had taken place 
since the first meeting between 
the King and President Clin- 
ton, including the Palestinian- 
Israeli accord and the Clinton- 
Assad summit as well as the 
bilateral and multilateral peace 
talks. This, Dr. Majali said, 
requires that “we focus on 
where we have reached and 
what to do next, particularly in 
relation to the American- 
Jordanian relations." 

On the next round of Arab- 
Israeli peace talks which will 
be held in Washington, Dr. 
Majali said he expects progress 
in the talks. 

He added that the forthcom- 
ing round of talks might be 
restricted to the heads of de- 
legations and heads of commit-- 
tees, who are in a position to' 
take political decisions. 

At a later stage the various 
committees will meet to discuss 


various issues of interest to the 
parties involved, he said. 

Dr. Majali called for desig- 
nating certain places in Europe 
or Washington for holding the 
talks because it is tiresome and 
costly to keep sending delega- 
tions here and there. 

Referring to Monday's visit 
to Jordan by U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Ron Brown. Dr. 
Majali noted that it was the 
first time such a visit by a 
commerce secretary takes 
place. He stressed the import- 
ance of the visit, saying it 
provides an opportunity for 
discussing the negative im- 
plications on Jordan caused by 
the UN embargo on Iraq and 
the inspection of ships heading 
for Aqaba. 

He said the U.N. embargo 
on Iraq had inflicted damage 
on Jordan's economy and trade 
which relies to a great extent 
on Iraqi markets. 

Dr. Majali described the 
talks with Mr. Ron as useful 
and voiced hope that they 
would result in a favourable 
change, particularly in relation 
to the inspection of ships head- 
ing for Jordan. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan be- 
lieves the embargo on Iraq 
should be lifted because it is 
inflicting great and unpre- 
cedented damage on the Iraqi 
people. 


Jordan seeks to shed unfair U.N. 
shackles on its exports to Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has offi- 
cially sought United Nations 
permission for exporting 
Jordanian products to Iraq 
without having to go through 
the procedures of seeking prior 
approval. Finance Minister 
Sami Gammoh said Tuesday. 

The request was prompted 
by the Kingdom's frustration 
over what it saw as a discri- 
minatory policy by the U.N. 
Security Council Sanctions 
Committee while dealing with 
Jordanian requests for approv- 
al for exports to Iraq exempt 
from the sweeping embargo 
imposed 40 months ago. 

Mr. Gammoh. quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali had instructed 
Jordan's permanent repre- 
sentative at the United Nations 
to request the Sanctions Com- 
mittee “to deal with all re- 
quests for permissions for ex- 
ports to Iraq on an equal foot- 
ing." 

The finance minister did not 
indicate when the request was 
filed or whether Jordan had 
received diplomatic signals 
that its bid would be consi- 
dered positively. 

Mr. Gammoh told Petra that 
while the committee refused 
permission for Jordanian ex- 
ports of some items it dis- 
pensed approvals for non- 
Jordanian exports of the same 
products. 

He said that the committee 
approved 11 requests for the 
exports of Jordanian clothing 
to Iraq out of a total of 76. and 
41 of them were turned down 
without citing any reason for 
the refusal. 


Jordan filed 3.707 requests 
between Oct. 27. 1992 and 
Dec. 12, 1993 but only 571 of 
them were approved, Mr. 
Gammoh said. 

Officials have long been 
saying that Jordanian requests 
for approval were being either 
deliberately delayed or turned 
down altogether, but Mr. 
Gammoh's comments were the 
first to rite figures and present 
a clearer picture of the situa- 
tion. 

Mr. Gammoh said Jordan 
had sent several memos to the 
Sanctions Committee as well as 
the Security Council appealing 
for a reconsideration of the 
procedures, but no action had 
been taken in response. 

Dr. Majali will be meeting 
the Sanctions Committee on 
Jan. 27. Mr. Gammoh said. 

Businessmen say that apart 
from the political considera- 
tions that may be playing a key 
role behind such treatment of 
Jordanian applications, busi- 
ness interests also appeared to 
figure in the refusals. 

They note that rejection or 
stalling over Jordanian re- 
quests served the business in- 
terests of others seeking to 
enter the Iraqi marker. 

The businessmen point out 
that the committee is the sole 
authority empowered to issue 
permissions for export to Iraq 
of items exempt from the inter- 
national sanctions imposed 
against that country following 
its invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

In that capacity, officials 
working with the committee 
had access of all documents 
pertaining to applications for 
approvals and This enables 
them to help one supplier 
against another, the business- 


men say. 

No Jordanian official was 
immediately available for com- 
ment on this aspect of the 
situation. 

The sanctions have deprived 
Jordan of an annual market of 
not less than $200 million and 
dealt a severe blow to Jorda- 
nian manufacturers who had 
depended on the Iraqi market 
for their sales and had attuned 
their manufacturing specifica- 
tions to suit the Iraqis. 

In public comments, senior 
European as well as American 
officials have repeatedly 
affirmed since mid-1992 that 
they were satisfied with Jor- 
dan’s enforcement of the sant> 
tions against Iraq and its 
adherence to the procedures 
laid down by the Sanctions 
Committee. 

All members of the Security 
Council are represented in the 
Sanctions Committee, but the 
panel itself functions with what 
many Jordanian and non- 
Jordanian exporters, describe 
as a bureaucracy much worse 
than most. 

In his comments on Tues- 
day, Mr. Gammoh said Jordan 
did raise the issue with an 
American fact-finding team 
headed by Ambassador David 
Newton who visited Jordan in 
September. The team was dis- 
patched by the Clinton admi- 
nistration after repeated Jorda- 
nian appeals for a reconsidera- 
tion of the procedures applied 
to exports for Iraq, including 
the inspection of cargo aboard 
ships bound for Aqaba. 

The Newton team met with 
officials as well as Jordanian, 
businessmen who presented it 
with a detailed report on the 


(Continued on page 5) 










Middle East News 


Assad to Clinton: 
Freedom fighters 
are not terrorists 


BEIRUT (R) — Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Assad was 
quoted Tuesday as telling U.S. 
President Bill Clinton that 
Arab groups fighting Israel 
were not terrorists but freedom 
fighters — just like the Amer- 
icans who fought the British 
for their independence. 

“How can a Palestinian boy 
fighting against the Israeli 
occupation army to liberate his 
land be described as a terror- 
ists? he's a fighter not a terror- 
ist," Mr. Assad was quoted as 
saying. 

Mr. Assad's passionate re- 
marks during Sunday's-' sum- 
mit in Geneva was quoted by 
Talal Salman, editor of the 
pro-Syrian Lebanese daily AJ 
Safir who covered the meeting. 

“This boy... whether he be- 
longs to Hrzbollah or to any 
other faction of the national 
resistance movements... who 
dares to call him a terrorist?" 
Mr. Salman quoted Mr. Assad 
as adding. 

“Who says that working to 
liberate occupied land can be 
classified as terrorism? If that 
was true then the American 
*war of liberation' can be consi- 
dered terrorism. Did you not 
fight whom you considered to 
be an occupier? Were George 
Washington and his comrades 
terrorists?" Mr. Assad asked. 


Mr. Assad told Clinton it 
was “unacceptable” to brand 
those who helped the freedom 
fighters as supporters of terror- 
ism, as the United States has 
branded Syria by placing it on 
a list of countries it says sup- 
ports “terrorism.” 

The United States and Israel 
say Syria could cut off supplies 
and disarm Lebanon's pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God), which is fighting to oust 
Israeli troops from a buffer 
zone in South Lebanon. 

Lebanon and Syria, which 
has 35,000 troops deployed in 
Lebanon, have so far refused 
to disarm the group saying-it 
will be disarmed when Israel 
withdraws from South Leba- 
non. 

Mr. Assad said the United 
States had to be an “honest 
broker’’ in Arab-Israeli peace 
talks but hinted strongly -that 
Israel was influencing 
Washington’s policies. 

“What is the interest of a 
great country like yours in 
being biased so it beoomes a 
party in this (Arab-Israeli) 
feud and therefore loses its 
role as an international author- 
ity, an honest broker and com- 
plete partner in the peace mak- 
ing?" said Mr. Assad. 

“We want good relations, 
not relations based on aocusa- 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syria receives second Boeing from Kuwait 







DAMASCUS (AP) — Kuwait on Monday delivered the 
second of three U.S.-built Boeing 727 aircraft which the 
oil-rich Gulf emirate promised to Syria in appreciation of its 
support for Kuwait during the 1990 Gulf war. The first of these 
20-year-old commercial airliners was delivered last week 
under an exception to economic sanctions against Syria which 
prohibit U.S. companies from exporting goods to Syria that 
have any military or “terrorist'' value. The sanctions were 
imposed in 1979 when the United States placed Syria on its 
“terrorism" blacklist. The Ginton administration, which for 
some time had tried to make clear to Syria some of the 
tangible benefits of cooperating in the Middle East peace 
process, approved the transfer last month. The second Boeing 
arrived one day after President Clinton and Syrian leader 
Hafez Assad held a summit meeting in Geneva. The Boeings 
are to replace even older planes now in use in the Syrian 
national airline. Syria and Kuwait this year intend to start a 
joint venture that will operate international flights and provide 
services at Damascus airport. “We are moving to develop 
transportation relatior with Kuwait and long distance airline 
connections will br established between the Syrian and 
Kuwaiti airlines." .ninistcr of Transport Mufid Abdul Karim 
told Syria's offi »al news agency. SANA. 


Bomb kills motorist in south Lebanon 



Palestinian children sit over a wall and shoot nationalist slogans 
during a rally in the occupied Gaza Strip (AFP photo) 
tion, on suspicion, and not comprehensive and lasting 


controlled by he who wants the 
misunderstanding between us 


peace. 1 

“You have to assert your I 


to continue so his dangerous commitment to this role ufrich 

influence over your decision made us agree to go to Madrid 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon (AFP) — A motorist was killed in 
his car as a bomb exploded on the side of a road in southern 
Lebanon on Tuesday, an Israeli-backed militia said The 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) said it defused a second bomb 
nearby after the blast on the Sniyra-Kfnrhun road in the Jczzin 
area, an extention of Israel's self-declared “security zone." 
Earlier Tuesday. SLA forces shot and wounded a civilian who 
was allegedly trying to steal electric cables from near the 
militia's headquarters in Mnrjayoun. a militia spokesman said. 


continues," Mr. Assad said. but then we were taken by 
He said separate peace pacts surprise that it built a roar for 


Qadhafi gets message from Mubarak 


between Israel and each of the 
Arab partners would weaken 
the U.S. role and hinder a 


itself to Oslo from behind our 
backs... where is Washing- 
ton?” Mr. Assad asked. 


Turkish president calls for end to sanctions on Iraq 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
-President Suleyman Demirel 
called Monday for the lifting 
of U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq, saying the Iraqi people 
had suffered enough. 


■ “In my opinion, sanctions 
are to be lifted," he told 


Reuters in an interview on 
the third anniversary of the 
outbreak of the Gulf war. 

“The people on the street 
in Iraq suffered too much 
from the sanctions. Turkey 
also suffered a lot from the 
sanctions, (losing) millions of 
dollars," he said. 

“Iraq should do something 
to (be) part of the interna- 


would be in the interests of 
Turkey and “many people in 
the Middle East." 

Turkey joined the coalition 
formed against Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. It 
cot the vital Iraqi oil artery 
and later let Western war- 
planes bomb Iraq from Tur- 
kish bases. 

Mr. Demirel acknow- 
ledged that the Western 
allies, particularly the United 
States, remained reluctant to 
lift sanctions. 

Ankara, he said, had made 
no p rogress in persuading the 
United Nations to allow the 


tional community again 
under the request of the Un- 


cleansing of Iraqi oil export 
pipelines across Turkish terri- 


under the request of the Un- 
ited Nations." 

, Mr. Demirel said he was 
not concerned about whether 
Iraq ftiifilled all U.N. resolu- 
tions before sanctions were 
lifted. 

“I'm interested in the re- 
sult. I don't mind which way 
i$ right," he said. Iraq's re- 
turn to the world community 


pipelines across Turkish terri- 
tory, idle since August 1990. 

Earlier this month Turkish 
and Iraqi officials held what 
Hayrettin Uzun, head of Tur- 
key's pipeline company 
Botas, described on Monday 
as very constructive talks on 
the issue. 

He told a news conference 
that 7.5 million of the 12 
million barrels of crude inside 


the pipeline were in Turkish 
territory. Turkey had already 
paid for 3.5 million barrels of 
it. 

Turkey wants to pump out 
the oil and refill the 986 
kilometres long twin pipe- 
lines. running from Iraq’s Kir- 
kuk oil fields to terminals on 
Turkey's Mediterranean 
coast. 

“The most important point 
here is whether the U.N. 
would see this as a violation 
of the embargo or not," Mr. 
Uzan said. 

Mr. Uzan said Botas had 
lost S1.2 billion as a result of 
the closure of the pipelines. 

“An investment of over $2 
billion is now idle,” he said. 
‘Turkey participated in the 
Gulf war actively on the side 
of the allies. But I think the 
embargo has also been im- 
posed on us." 

The U.N. Security Council 
has offered to let Iraq sell up 
to S1.6 billion worth of oil 
over six months to pay for 
approved imports of food and 


medical items and make war 
reparations. Iraq has refused, 
saying the offer violates its 
sovereignty. 

Mr. Demirel said the fore- 
ign ministers of Turkey, Iran 
and Syria would reiterate 
concern for Iraq’s territorial 
integrity when they meet in 
Istanbul on Feb. 8. 

“Our. 'interest is in keeping 
Iraq intact. The territorial 
integrity of Iraq is very im- 
portant. If it is broken down 
there will be great problems 
in this part of the world," be 
said. 

The three foreign minist- 
ers have held two earlier 
meetings on Iraq, ignoring 
objections from Baghdad and 
from Kurds in northern Iraq 
that they are interfering in 
Iraqi affairs. 

Iran, Syria and Turkey, 
which each have large Kur- 
dish minorities of their - own, 
are determined to prevent 
the emergence of an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in north- 
ern Iraq. . 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan Leader Munmmar Oadhafi met 
Egyptian Information Minister Safwnt Al Sherif here Tuesday, 
who handed him a message from Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the official news agency JANA reported. The 
message concerned bilateral relations as well as Arab and 
international issues. JANA said, without giving further de- 
tails. For nearly two years Egypt has been trying to defuse the 
crisis between Libya and the West over the bombing of a Pan 
Am airliner over Lockerbie in Scotland in I9SK, 


S. Arabia, Yemen open border talks 


SANAA (AFP) — Saudi and Yemeni experts have required 
talks to resolve dispute, their seventh round over the past 
year, officials said Tuesday. The meeting opened in the 
Yemeni capital late Monday. Originally scheduled for Dec. 
10. it was delavcd after Yemen said its delegation chief, Jaafar 
Ba Saleh, had health problems. The Saudi team was led by 
Mutlab Al Nafisea. In the previous six rounds, the two sides 
have made no progress, sticking to issues of procedure. The 
border dispute centres on the provinces of Najran, Jizan and 
Assin, which came under Saudi control under an agreement 
signed in 1934. Yemen wants a return of the territories, saying 
the agreement expired in 1992. It has refused to renew the 
accord. 


15 face tribunal in assassination bid 


CAIRO (AP) — Mi lit ary 'judges begin this week hearing 
evidence against of 15 alleged Muslim extremists charged with 


evidence against of 15 alleged Muslim extremists charged with 
attempting to assassinate Egypt's prime minister with a bomb. 
The attack, on Nov. 25. killed a: | 2-vear-old girl in her school 
and injured four fellow pupils but missed Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki. Officials said Tuesday that nine defendants are in 
custody, and the rest will be tried in absentia. The court- 
martial probably will begin on Saturday, officials said. The 
bomb went off beneath a car outside a suburban girls' school 
as Sedki’s motorcade passed. 


Palestinians arm themselves as they prepare for autonomy 


By Karin Lanb 

The Associated Press 


BUREU, Occupied Gaza Strip 
r- For Fayez Afana, who com- 
mands the Fateh Hawks enfor- 
cers in this refugee camp, the 
shiny black pistol tucked under 
His green camouflage jacket 
provides all the answers. 

. “The killers will be killed,” 
Mr. Afana, 24, told a dozen 
Hawks who sat in a circle of 
blue plastic chairs in their hide- 
out, a room in an unfinished 
building deep in the camp's 
maze of alleyways. 

Mr. Afana had called the 
meeting to discuss what to do 
about two rival factions that 
shot it out over control of a 
weapons cache, killing two 
bystanders. 

The gunfight, and possible 
reprisal, is the sort of violence 
that will test Yasser Arafat's 
ability to establish authority in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
where the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is to take 
over from the Israeli army. 


With self-rule perhaps only 
months away, Palestinian fac- 
tions have been hoarding 
weapons to prepare for a possi- 
ble power struggle. 

Worried civilians are buying 
their own arms on the black 
market or digging up caches 
left behind when Israel drove 
Egyptian troops and Palesti- 
nian fighters out of Gaza in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

“There is no family that 
doesn’t have a weapon,” said 
Monir Mabhor, 28, a supporter 
of Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction 
in Bureij, where 23,000 
Palestinians live. “Nobody 
knows what will haprpen. No- 
body knows what will be the 
nature of Palestinian security." 


by rivals. 

Israelis say only a few hun- 
dred automatic rifles, pistols 
and band grenades are in the 
hands of organised Islamic and 
PLO groups. But Palestinians 
have tens of thousands of old 
firearms retrieved from battle- 
fields, some dating to the rule 
of Ottoman Turks in World 
War I. 


In the Sheikh Radwan dis- 
trict of Gaza City, a group of 
16 neighbours met with a re- 
porter over coffee. Six said 
they had weapons at home. 
One, a low-level Fateh official, 
said he had bought a pistol 
after three Fateh leaders were 
killed this winter, apparently 


Most of the modern 
weapons were bought from the 
Israeli underworld or stolen 
from Israeli homes or cars. 
Others were smuggled across 
the Egyptian border by be- 
douins or came in fishing 
boats. Some even crossed the 
border via tunnels dug be- 
tween Gaza and Egypt. 

Demand has increased 
sharply since Sept. 13, when 
Israel and the PLO signed the 
accord on Palestinian auton- 
omy. 


As a result, prices have been 
driven up, in some cases more 
than fivefold. A mm pistol sold 
for $390 last fall now costs 


$2,000. said a dealer who sup- 
plies the Fateh faction in the 
West Bank dty of Nablus. 

One Fateh cell came to him 
recently with $40,000 to spend, 
said the dealer, a 29-year-old 
Palestinian who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Officials dose to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of 
Israel say they worry about the 
large number of weapons, but 
believe the 15,000-member 
Palestinian police force lo be 
deployed in Gaza and Jericho 
will be able to take control. 

“I don’t foresee civil war in 
Gaza even if there are enough 
arms and ammunition to con- 
duct one." said Ori Orr, a 
reserve general and chairman 
of the parliament's committee 
on defence and foreign affairs. 
“The Palestinians understand 
what it means to have a war 
between brothers, and they 
will try to limit it.” 


dieted the PLO would be un- 
able to contain the violence 
and that it would expand to 
include attacks on Israelis. 

“Once we leave the territor- 
ies, there will in no time be 
tens of thousands of weapons," 
he said. “They will be used 
against us and each other." 

PLO officials say the Israeli 
worries are unfounded and 
that, once Mr. Arafat takes 
over, efforts will be made to 
restrict the availability of 
weapons. 

“We will issue gun permits 
to those who deserve them and 
weapons will be confiscated 
from the others," said Sufian 
Abu Zayde, a ranking Fateh 
official in Gaza City. 

Those deemed undeserving 
of firearms probably will in- 
clude members of PLO groups, 
Muslim fundamentalists and 
other opponents of the auton- 
omy agreement. 


Yigal Cannon, adviser on to 
Mr. Rabin's right-wring prede- 
cessor. Yitzhak Shamir, pre- 


During the transition, the 
Israeli army is relaxing its hum 
for arms, at least among fol- 


lowers of Mr. Arafat’s Fateh. 
Last month, soldiers freed at 
least three detained Fateh 
activists and let them keep 
their guns. 

Witii the army casing the 
pressure and a Palestinian 
police force not yet in charge, 
guns arc the arbiters of power 
in Gaza. 

The Hawks, who number ab- 
out 200 in the Gaza Strip, mete 
out punishment according to a 
cruel code. 

Hani Salim, a 19-year-old 
Hawk, said he has shot two 
people in the legs, one for 
dealing hashish and the other 
for stealing. 

Mr. Afana, the Hawks com- 
mander in Mr. Bureij, said he 
ordered a man shot in the 
kneecaps for spying on a cou- 
ple making love. 

“It's a good deterrent and 
gives people faith in law and 
order," he explained. "Mr. 
Afana said he had personally 
killed four Palestinians sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel. 
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Hague trial of Pan Am 
suspects U.N. idea — lawyer 


EDINBURGH (R) — A plan 
for a Hague trial for two Li- 
byans accused of blowing up an 
American airliner over Lock- 
erbie was drafted on the initia- 
tive of U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. its author said 
Monday. 

Professor Robert Black said 
his detailed plan, revealed on 
Sunday, had now been handed 
to the Crown Office — the 
body responsible for justice in 
Scotland — by Lord Tref- 
garne, a former Foreign Office 
minister in the Conservative 
government. 

“It needs an act of political 
will to accept this comprom- 
ise,” Mr. Black told Reuters. 

He said that without such 
compromise the two Libyans 
— Abdul Baset Ali Moham- 
mad Al Megrahi and Al Amin 
Khalifa Fhimah — would nev- 
er stand trial. 

“It is my firm belief that this 
plan for a trial under Scots; 
law and procedure in a neutral 
country — or something very 
like it — is the only real pros- 
pect of bringing the two ac- 
cused to trial," said Mr. Black. 

“As a Scots lawyer, and a 
native of Lockerbie, I am an- 
xious that whatever evidence 
there is should be put to the 
proof of a trial.” 

Mr. Black, asked about the 
origin of the plan, said it was 
drawn up on the initiative of 
Dr. Ghali but would not ex- 
pand on the timing or the 
secretary-general's role. 

Eleven Lockerbie residents 
and all 259 people on Pan Am 
Flight 103 died when the New 
York-bound Jumbo blew apart 
over the small Scottish town on 
December 21, 1988. Britain 


and the United States issued 
arrest warrants for the men in 
November 1991, saying hives, 
tigations showed they alone 
were responsible for planting 
the cassette radio bomb. 

Mr. Black admitted one dif- 
ficulty with his plan. The prop, 
osed trial at the Hague, seat of 
the International Court of Jib- 
tice, would be under Scots law 
and procedure with an interna- 
tional panel of judges instead 
of a jury. 

There* is no provision for a 
panel of judges in murder trials 
under Scots law, but Mr. 
Black, Scotland's top legal ex- 
pert. said there was nothing in 
law to prohibit this. 

Mr. Black, head of the Scots 
law department at Edinburgh 
University, has been an adviser 
to the British government and 
was called in by Libya as a 
consultant last October. 

He said he visited Tripoli 
again last week and was sure 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi would accept the plan. 
The international legal team 
advising the two men also 
voiced provisional acceptance 
at a weekend meeting in Gene- 


Effort to restore 
Beirut hits snag 


By Donna Abu Nasr 

The Associated Press 


BEIRUT - The head of l he 
long-dormant Beirut stock ex- 
change has accused a govern- 
ment-crcuted company of ille- 
gally trying to establish :» 
secondary market in its push to 
rebuild Lebanon's war-ravaged 
capital. 

The charges made b> 
Anioinc Khnwnja again*! the 
Solidere construction com- 
pany. coupled with other com- 
plaints and lawsuits, threaten 
lo disrupt the country’s econo- 
mic recovery three y’cars after 
the end of ihe 15-year civil 
war. 

Lebanese and Arab inves-. 
tors have committed nearly $1 
billion to Solidere'*. plan to 
rebuild Beirut's devastated 
downtown. A tola! of 9.26 
million Solidere sh ires were 
sold at SJIK) each. S27ft million 
more than what the company 
had expected. Billionaire 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
alone invested SI 25 million. 

Solidere has announced it 
has commissioned mturnaiinn- 
ul auditing firm Arthur’ 
Andersen to set up y financial 
market lo trade in the com- 
pany's shares because (he 
Beirut stock exchange has 
been dormant since I9S4 

But Mr. Khawnja iold a 
news conference that any 
transactions that lake place 
outside rhe Beirut stock ex- 
change hall were illegal. 
Howes cr. there arc no "im- 
mediate plans to reopen the 
Beirut market 

"The setting up of a secon- 
dary market is a serious in- 
fringement of the law and con- 
stitutes an exclusion of the 
prevailing institutions." Mr. 
Khaw.jja said. "We wil) fight :: 
legally with all the means ,tt 
our disposal." 
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Last October, the same team 
advised the two • alleged 
agents not to surrender for trial 
in Scotiand or America. They 
said publicity already given to 
the case ruled out a fair trial by 
jury. 

Britain and the United 
States insist the two must sur- 
render for trial either in Scot- 
land or the United States. Bri- 
tain’s Foreign Office repeated 
this stance when the plan for a 
Hague trial was revealed on 
Sunday. . . 


He did not elaborate. 

Solidere spokesman refused 
to comment on Mr. Khawaja's 
charges. 

The Beirut stock exchange, 
founded in 1920. was closed by 
the government 10 years ago to 
. protect shareholders from ex- 
ploitation and speculation’ at a 
time the currency was collaps- 
ing as the war progressed. 

Solidere. the French 
acronym for the Lebanese 
Company for Development 
and Reconstruction of Beirut 
Central District, is working on 
a SI. S3 billion project to build 
business towers. 

Solidere was also being hit 
bv several lawsuits filed by 
disgruntled landlords and for- 
mer tenants of the devastated 
downtown who complained 
they were not fairly compen- 
sated for property’ the com- 
pany took over. 

Solidere is also opposed by 
some religious leaders, who 
sidedwith landlords and the 
former tenants. 

The government is trying to 
woo Lebanese war emigres, 
who have stashed ar least $20 
billion in foreign banks, to 
contribute to ihe country's re- 
construction. 

The United Nations has esti- 
mated that $25 billion is* 
needed for the reconstruction 
effort. An initial 54.4 billion is 
needed for the reconstruction 
effort. An initial $4.4 billion Is 
needed to start the reconstruc- 
tion process. 

In another sign of an impro- 
ving economy. Mr. Hariri 
announced Saturday that 
Lebanon's foreign currency re- 
serves more than quadrupled 
to about $2 billion in 14 
months. 
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Home News 

Jordan, PLO sign accord 
on security coordination 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19. 1994 3 


'i ' .By Wafa Arar 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

■ u AMMAN — Jordan and the 
^ Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
' tion (PLO) Tuesday signed a 
7 six-point agreement on secur- 
' ity coordination and coopera- 
tion, Palestinian officials said. 
: The officials said the agree- 
ment was signed at the Foreign 
Ministry Tuesday morning by 
Abdullah Touqan, head of the 
Jordanian delegation and 
Fakhri Shakoura, head of the 
-PLO delegation. 

Officials said the security 
pact was signed one week after 
the two sides agreed on a draft 
security protocol during meet- 
ings. of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian committee on 
Security, land and borders. 

The six-point general draft 
was sent to the Jordanian and 
Palestinian political lead- 
erships for approval last week, 
and officials said minor linguis- 
tic modifications were made 
before the accord was signed. 

Officials said the signing of 
r the economic pact between the 
PLO and Jordan earlier this 
month paved the way for 
, activation of the six joint com- 
! mittees which were frozen as a 
result of deteriorating relations 
; because of the absence of coor- 
‘ dination. 

The joint committee on 
security, borders and land was 
tbe first of the six committees 
to meet following the improve- 
' ment of PLO-Jordan relations. 

PLO officials said the secur- 
’• tty. part reflected a sincere de- 
sire by both sides to closely 
' coordinate efforts in the future 
in order to preserve mutual 
security interests. This coor- 
dination, a continuation of the 
two people's struggles, would 
continue until the Palestinian 
lands were liberated, they said. 

A Palestinian member of the 
committee told the Jordan 
Tunes that the first article in 
the pact called for dose coor- 
dination and exchange of in- 
formation on security and bor- 
der issues, “-reflecting the fact 
that Jordan still suffered from 


the Oslo complex and wanted 
assurances that the Oslo ex- 
perience would not be repe- 
ated.” 

He said that Jordanian com- 
mittee members had requested 
Palestinians inform them on 
details of developments of the 
Taba talks on border and 
security issues since Jordan 
lacks full details on these nego- 
tiations. 

"We have agreed to find 
means of providing Jordan 
with full details of the Taba 
talks following each round of 
negotiations." the PLO official 
said. _ 

The security pact also stated 
that Jordan would continue to 
provide Palestinians with train- 
ing and assistance in the occu- 
pied territories in the fields 
concerning the functions of the 
committee, and there would be 
cooperation between the two 
sides to facilitate the crossing 
of Palestinians through the 
bridges. 

PLO officials said the origin- 
al draft, written by the 10- 
member Palestinian delega- 
tion, was amended by the 
Jordanian delegation before it 
was ratified by both sides. 

Jordanian officials were not 
available for comment, and 
PLO officials and members of 
the committee refrained from 
disclosing any further details 
on issues of discussion during 
the committee meetings. 

They only said that the 
security protocol was the 
second step, after the .. : sign- 
ing of the economic pact, in the 
right direction towards close 
coordination and improvement 
of relations between Jordan 
and the PLO. 

They said there was no fixed 
date set for the next meeting, 
but it was expected that the 
other committees would soon 
start meeting. 

It was not dear how this 
security pact would be trans- 
lated into action before Palesti- 
nians reach agreement with 
Israel on border and security 
issues in Taba. 


Cabinet to respond 
to House queries 

. - ■>»:. JL-. 


I, 

AMMAN (Petra) — Cabinet 
ministers are expected ro reply 
to> Lower House of Parliament 
queries on several issues when 
the House meets Wednesday. 

Questions related to the 
appointment of officials at the 
Ministry of Youth, the rein- 
statement of employees after 
doing national service, milk- 
testing at Health Ministry 
laboratories, the Interior 
Ministry’s handling of recur- 
rent, names in the voter reg- 
istration lists, the distribution 
of students' contributions in 
government schools, the water 
situation in the Disi basin in 
the south, the government's 
intention to sell its shares in 
the Sawt AI Shaab Arabic daily 
and in the JETT bus company 
are among the topics to be 
tackled in the House sessions. 

IN addition the House is 
expected to discuss proposals 
submitted by several deputies 
for the amendment of the Civil 
Pension Law. an amendment 
to the Passport Law of 1969 
and an amendment to the 
Citizenship Law of 1954. 

Such questions as exempting 


contributions to political par- 
ties. upgrading A jloun District 
to a govemorate. establishing a 
hospital in the Baqaa area and 
transforming the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing into 
offices for Parliament mem- 
bers will also be on the agenda. 

Parliament sources said that 
other topics include demands 
for the creation of health cen- 
tres. building roads and open- 
ing post offices in rural re- 
gions. 

The House Financial Com- 
mittee Tuesday held a meeting 
and set a timetable for discus- 
sing draft laws to be referred to 
it in the future. 

The committee examined a 
draft law on Jordanian com- 
panies. another on the con- 
sumers tax and a draft law on 
the customs tax. but deferred 
further discussions until coor- 
dination has been achieved on 
rhese issues with the Minister 
of Industry and Trade. 

The committee decided to 
postpone any discussion of the 
draft sales tax law until it has 
bene referred to the committee 
by the government. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

“ EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Omar AI Basoul at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition on the art of architecture at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

4 Photo exhibition by artist Muwaffaq AI Sheikh at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by artist Sadik Kwaish entitled “Talisma" at 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Permanent exhibition of contemporary Arab artists and 
■‘'Chair” exhibition at Darat Ai Funan of the Abdul Hameed 
Shontan Foundation in Jabal Loweibdeh. 

* Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 

Orfali Art Gallery <Td. 826932). 

LECTURES 

* Lecture on “Civil Status Law” by Ms. Khadtfah Abu All at 
the Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture at 6:00 p.m. 

it Lecture entitled “Hre East Asian Miracle: Lessons * to be 
Learnt” by Dr. John Page, chief economist for the Middle 
East and North Africa / The World Bank, at the Un.vers.ly 

■ of Jordan auditorium ai 3:00 p.m. 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 

■fr A one-hour programme featuring a condensation or the most 
popular games of the week with play-by-play announcement 
at the American Centre at 5:00 p-m. _ 


Main differences over sales tax law remain unresolved 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Parliament 
might turn out to be the final 
judge in the dispute between 
the government and private 
sector over an expected intro- 
duction of a sales tax since 
some of the differences re- 
mained unresolved after deli- 
berations by a special com- 
mittee. 

The committee, which in- 
cluded representatives of 
concerned government minis- 
tries and departments as well 
as rhe private sector and 
some experts in their indi- 
vidual capacities has com- 
pleted its work and is about 
to submit its recommenda- 
tions to the Economic Con- 
sultative Committee (ESC) 


of the government. 

Among the differences that 
remained unresolved during 
the work of the committee 
are whether the sales tax 
should be levied on landed 
cost of imported goods be- 
fore or after adding customs 
charges and what should be 
the duration of the first stage 
of implementing rhe tax be- 
fore expanding its coverage 
of non-trade sectors of the 
economy. 

“There are a few other 
points of differences over the 
draft law, but they are re- 
latively minor," said a source 
familiar with the workings of 
thecommiliee. 

The committee was set up 
early this month to study the 
complaints raised by the pri- 
vate sector and entrusted 


with specifically studying the 
points of contention between 
the business community and 
the executive authority. 

The source said the com- 
mittee was preparing its re- 
commendations for presenta- 
tion to the ESC, which in 
turn will send its findings to 
the full Council of Ministers. 

The Council of Ministers 
has to endorse the law and 
send it to Parliament for en- 
dorsement before it could 
take effect. 

But, according to analysts 
and businessman, it is unlike- 
ly that a compromise could 
be reached at the ESC or the 
Cabinet. As such, business- 
men are bracing themselves 
to lobby Parliament to have 
their way when the draft law 
goes on the floor for debate. 


The government has until 
mid-February to introduce 
the sales tax in line with an 
undertaking with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
as part of the Kingdom's eco- 
nomic restructuring program- 
me agreed to with the inter- 
national watchdog. 

The draft law is expected 
to be sent to Parliament as an 
emergency law that would 
take precedence in lawmak- 
ers’ debate over all other 
legislation under their consid- 
eration because of the press- 
ing need to introduce the law 
on time. 

There cannot be any back- 
tracking on the agreement to 
introduce the tax since that 
would be a violation of rhe 
provisions of the economic 
programme, adherence to 


which is vital for Jordan to 
secure a certification from 
the IMF to launch fresh debt 
rescheduling talks with West- 
ern creditors. 

"Nor can there be any de- 
lay beyond the agreed-upon 
date since the implementa- 
tion of the tax has already 
been delayed by more than a 
year. 

"The government could 
expect a fight in Parliament 
over the draft law." said a 
businessman who is activefy 
involved in a campaign laun- 
ched by the Chamber of In- 
dustry against the tax in its 
present form and structure 
after having apparently 
accepted its inevitability. 

The business community it- 
self is split over the approach 
to the draft law. While im- 


pr iers insist that rhe levy 
s 'Id exclude customs 

■ s, local industries say 

I would give imported 
1 ducts an edge over local 
products since the tax will be 
charged on the wholesale 
prices, which will include 
production costs and over- 
head expenses as well as 
manufacturers' profit. 

Manufacturers also argued 
that they will be subject to 
double taxation, first when 
their raw marerials enter the 
country and again when the 
finished products leave their 
production plants. But this 
dispute appeared ro have 
been overcome by a prop- 
osed arrangement under 
w! ch the taxes paid on entry 
of raw materials will be re- 
duced from the tax calculated 
on final products. 


Credit group loans farmers 
JD 20m, collects JD 12m 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) last year gfanted loans 
to farmers totalling JD 20 mil- 
lion and collected JD 12 mil- 
lion in debts from farmers and 
farm owners, according to 
Mohammad Arabiyat. ACC 
acting director general. 

Hie JD 12 million collected 
marked the highest rate of 
collection in five years, said 
Mr. Arabiyat. 

Referring to the nature of 
the loans, he said that they 
were used for the improvement 
of agricultural land, the de- 
velopment of livestock wealth. - 
the financing of poultry pro- 
jects and the purchase of 
equipment. 

Since its establishment in 
I960, the ACC granted loans 
totalling JD 148 million be- 


nefitting 90.000 borrowers who 
used the monies to promote 
agricultural production. Mr. 
Arabiyat explained. 

He said part of the loans 
financed the drilling of 40 arte- 
sian wells and helped to intro- 
duce modern irrigation techni- 
ques in the Jordan Valley, 
which led to an increase in 
agricultural output. 

One of the main concerns of 
the ACC. said Mr. Arabiyat. is 
encouraging needy families, 
especially those headed by 
women to invest in fanning 
and obtain loans from the cor- 
poration. thus help to improve 
their standard of living. 

According to Mr. Arabiyat. 
the ACC has already begun 
such activities in Deir Allah 
and South Shuneh districts in 
the Jordan Valley. 


To facilitate the procedures 
the ACC has been issuing 
loans to farmers in various 
govemorates via its 16 bran- 
ches around the Kingdom. Mr. 
Arabiyat said. 

Amman loan recipients, he 
noted, acquired 21.1 per cent 
of the ACC loans last year. 
Irbid.20.1 percent, and Karak 
16.8 per cent. 

In order ro ensure income ro 
fund the loans, the ACC has 
invested JD 1.2 million in four 
major agricultural companies. 
Mr. Arabiyat said. 

He said the ACC registered 
capital was JD 12 million in 
1980 rising to JD 24 million at 
the end of 1992. Mr. Arabiyat 
said the corporation has JD 74 
million worth of assets accord- 
ing to 1993 end of year esti- 
mates. 


Promoting Socialist 
thinking in Jordan 


By Sa'eda Ki)$ni juiand ; -educated people have . 
Special to the \ Jordan jTimes l>“ cabled. the slogan of denaocra-,, 

.J • .- • '-they- are ashamedof ; 

AMMAN — Socialism -is notr :• socialism." • ■ • • 


dead: certainly not in Jordan. 

A group of 25 political activ- 
ists recently founded (he 
Socialist Thought Forum which 
was licenced by the Ministry of 
Culture earlier this month. 

According to Hisham Ghas- 
sib the forum aims at reviving 
interest in socialist thinking. 

The forum's cultural activi- 
ties will initially be confined to 
organising “socialist-oriented” 
lectures and festivals. 

“Politics in the country' « 
void of ideological back- 
ground.” said Dr. Ghassib. 
one of the forum's founding 
members and a physics profes- 
sor at Princess Sumayya Uni- 
versity College for Technolo- 

sy- 

“We are in dire need of 
raising public awareness of 
socialist thinking that would 
best be realised within a forum 
framework.” 

Dr. Ghassib criticised the, 
cultural environment in the 
country by pointing to the abs- 
ence of cultural dialogue and 
cultural activities among the 
learned and intellectuals as 
well as among political parties 
themselves. 

He said that even partisans 


Nahed Hartar. also a found- 
ing member of the forum and 
managing editor of the Arabic 
Daily. Akher Khabar. voiced 
his deep concern and dismay 
over "the cultural situation” tn 
the Kingdom. He said that the 
idea of forming such a forum 
emanated from the need to fill 
the "political vacuum.” 

He insisted that the forum is 
not a substitute for a party 
since its main objective is to 
group socialist-oriented intel- 
lectuals from different parties 
and affiliations to enrich dia- 
logue and smooth over differ- 
ences. 

The forum's founding mem- 
bers are a mixture of indepen- 
dents. partisans and former 
party members, mainly of the 
Jordanian Communist Party. 
The forum also intends to en- 
compass Islamist activists of 
socialist trends. 

Licenced on Dec. 26. the 
forum's application had earlier 
been rejected because of a 
Ministry of Interior recom- 
mendation that cited “security 
reasons.” 

The founding committee 
members, most of whom are 
writers and journalists who 
claim to represent the "opposi- 


tionJ. thinking., took, the cgse 
tet court.. 

Their anger over what they 
saw as an illegal and undemo- 
cratic decision drove them to 
launch campaigns against the 
ministry's decision. 

The case, according to Mr. 
Hattar. reached Parliament 
and human rights organisations 
in the country and in Europe. 

After lengthy debates with 
the new Minister of Culture. 
Amin Mahmoud, the forum 
was granted legalisation on 
Dec. 26. 

"They are still using the 
same old methods of the pre- 
democracy era.” said Mr. Hat- 
tar. “Opponents to the govern- 
ment's policies are still black- 
listed.” 

According Dr. Ghassib. 
most of the seminars and lec- 
tures organised by the forum 
will take place at the Jordanian 
Writers Association (JWA) 
until they find appropriate 
space. 

The forum depends finan- 
cially on membership subscrip- 
tions as well as donations and 
fund-raising projects. 

In two weeks the board of 
founding members will elect its 
board and president, after 
which they are expected to 
start launching their cultural 
activities. 


Group charges government with 
economic normalisation with Israel 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of pre- 
dominantly leftist political 
activists Tuesday urged the 
establishment of a Jordanian 
popular movement to resist 
what it called the normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel 
and protect the "Arab char- 
acter of the region." 

In a statement signed by 41 
“intellectual, social, political 
and national personalities," 
including former and incum- 
bent leftist deputies ar,d 
heads of leftist political par- 
ties, claimed: "We have 
embarked on economic nor- 
malisation of relations with 
Israel before achieving a just 
and comprehensive" settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

"(The signing) of the 
Gaza-Jericho accord... the 
Jordanian-Israeli agenda.... 
and the (establishment) of 
the tripartite Jordanian- 
Israeli-U.S. economic com- 
mittee. which has recently 
announced its decision to 
open branches of Jordanian 
banks in the West Bank... 
means that we have reached 
, economic normalisation with 


Israel.” said the signatories in 
a statement drafted after a 
meeting held at the Jordanian 
Writers Association in De- 
cember last year and released 
Tuesday. 

The government did not 
approve the reopening of 
branches of Jordanian banks 
in the West Bank until after it 
signed an economic agree- 
ment to that effect with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). It has repe- 
atedly stated that it would not 
normalise relations with 
Israel before a comprehen- 
sive solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict is found. 

The signatories claimed 
that the authorities intro- 
duced a "western style" 
democracy to Jordan in 1989 
after riots in the south con- 
vinced them that elections 
were a national demand that 
“’corresponds with Western 
calls for democracy." 

They claim, however, that 
the government emptied 
democracy of its social, poli- 
tical and economic essence. 

Hie signatories claim that 
public freedoms art as absent 
from Jordan now as they 
were before the elections of 
1989. Only the way in which 


the government agencies are 
practising that “old way" 
have changed as they are 
covered with the mask of 
democracy, the leftist activ- 
ists say. 

The signatories charged 
that the government reintro- 
duced “martial law" take the 
country and downplayed the 
significance of public free- 
doms laws that were enacted 
since the restoration of par- 
liamentary life. 

"Martial laws were reintro- 
duced through Parliament " 
said the statement. 

It said the government 
changed the Election Law 
last year against popular will 
in a way that created a rift 
between the people. 

Many of the signatories 
had threatened to sue the 
grovemment if it changed the 
Election Law, but failed to 
do so. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali cited the failure 
on opposition to take legal 
action against the change of 
the law during the confidence 
session at the Lower House 
of Parliament as a proof of 
the legality of the electoral 
change. 



President of AL Al Bay t Foundation Nassereddin 
AI Assad Tuesday addresses the opening session 
of the Fourth Ishunic-Christian Dialogue. Also 


on the podium is Vatican olTicial Cardinal 
Francis Arinze (Petra photo) 


Religious scholars look to faith 
as way to safeguard justice 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Fourth: Jslamic-Christian Dia- 
logue. opened in Amman Tues- 
day with a call from- Jordan on 
scholars and laymen alike to 
safeguard religion as a source 
of justice and good deeds. 

“We have a duty to isolate 
religion from and keep it safe 
against political upheavals, 
whims and changes so that the 
people will not lose confidence 
in their faith or suspect reli- 
gious teachings.” said Nas- 
sereddin Al Assad, president 
of the Royal Academy for Isla- 
mic Civilisation Research (AL 
Al Bayt Foundation). 

Deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, at the opening 
of the three-day meeting. Dr. 
Assad said Muslim scholars 
and the heads of the Christian 
faith have contributed towards 
bringing closer together the 
views of the two sides and 
achieving better understanding 
beween them. 


It is hoped that these dia- 
logues in .which many, senior 
personalities from, the two 
faiths and* tfieir societies par- 
ticipate would help scrutinise 
those issues that have re- 
mained outstanding and un- 
clear and open the wav for a 
better comprehension of the 
principles on which the two 
religions are based, said Dr. 
Assad. 

Commenting on Jordan's en- 
deavours to protect the holy 
places in Jerusalem under the 
Hashemite rule. Dr. Assad re- 
ferred in particular to the re- 
cent Royal decree for the 
formation of a commission to 
handle the affairs of the holy 
city, grouping Christian and 
Muslim individuals. 

He noted that the present 
dialogue is dedicated to discus- 
sing religions’ stand vis-a-vis 
nationalities, adding that reli- 
gions do not conflict with 
nationalistic feelings, but 
rather advocate ending ex- 


tremism. ethnic differences 
and other forms of conflicts^ 
Cardinal Francis Arinze. 
president of rhe Vatican Coun- 
cil on ‘’'Promoting Relations 
with Ottier Faiths, who is 
attending the meetings, told 
the first session that Christian- 
ity does not oppose positive 
nationalities which do not 
oppose the law of God. Christ- 
ianity. he said, rather opposes 
those feelings of superiority 
over other ethnic groups be- 
cause such feelings transform 
nationality into oppressive 
movements that work against 
man and God. 

A total of 65 scholars are 
participating in the discussions 
held at the King Abdullah 
Mosque in Amman. * 

They are all scholars front 
'Jordan. Palestine, Iraq. Bos^ 
nia, Turkey, Senegal, Sudarf, 
Morocco. Syria. Lebanon, the 
United Kingdom, the United 
States. Malaysia. Spain, Niger- 
ia and france. 


5 countries sign power linkage accord 


BAGHDADI etfa) — Jordan 
and four othet Middle Eastern 
countries Tuesday signed five 
agreements on linking their 
national electric power grids, a 
project that is to he carried out 
in stages and completed in 
2002 . 

The agreements were signed 
by deputies of energy and elec- 
tricity ministers of Iraq. Syria. 
Egypt. Turkey and Jordan who 
formed a technical committee 
that discussed the final plans 
during the three-davs of meet- 
ings in Baghdad. 

Committee secretary 
Mohammad Azzum 
announced that the S3* Ml mil- 
lion project's first stage would 
be completed by 1997. the 
second bv 1998 and the final bv 
2002 . 


The original linkage plan, 
said Mr. Azzam. had been 
approved by the ministers of 
energy from the five countries 
during their meeting in Ankara 
in 1989. 

After the project has been 
completed . Mr. Azzam ex- 
plained the five countries 
would be linked with the Arab 
countries in North Africa and 
the Orient and also will be 
connected with the network in 
Europe. Asia and the Amer- 
icas. 

When operational . he 
added, the project is expected 
to save up to S2 billion in 
annual electricity generation 
costs and reduce power fai- 
lures. 

The five countries signed 
cooperation protocols in Am- 
man last year to push ahead 


with the project. 

The Kuwait-based Arab- 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development and the Jeddafv-’ 
based Islamic Development 
Bank had pledged to finance- 
the project. 

The energy ministers plan to - 
meet in Cairo in April to final- 
ise the agreements, according 
to conference sources. 

Mr. Azzam noted that the - 
project would offer engineers 
from the five states the chance 
to exchange expertise and be- 
nefit from Iraq's experiment in 
reconstructing its electric pow- 
er installations following the 
Gulf War. 

Egypt and Jordan have been 
working on linking up their 
own power network before the 
idea of the five-nation power 
linkup materialised. 


Ministry urges foreign labourers 

to obtain special 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Plan- 
ning Commirtee of the Minis- 
try of Labour Tuesday stressed 
the need for foreign labourers 
working in Jordan to obtain 
special work permits from the 
ministry. 

In its meeting, the commit- 
tee affirmed that foreign 
labourers would only be 
allowed to work in professions 
that could not be filled by 
Jordanians. 

In another development. 
Minister of Labour Khaled 
Ghzawi Tuesday toured the 
central vegetables market in 
amman and met with the direc- 
tor of the market and the 


m 


president of the General Un- 
ion of Agricultural Produce 
Traders and discussed with 
them means of regulating the 
labour market and replacing 
foreign workers with Jorda- 
nians. 

The minister also visited 
several dress- making work- 
shops in Jabal Al Hussein and 
was acquainted with their work 
environment and the training 
offered to their employees. 

He called on owners ot these 
workshops to develop their 
training techniques and urged 
them to coordinate with the 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) in this regard. 


GT 


Meanwhile the Labour and 
Employment Office in South 
Shuneh reported that it had 
issued about 1,900 work per- 
mits to foreign labourers in 
1993 and approved other 1 ,913 
work permits, thus earning the 
office JD 63,242 in revenues. 
According to office directoY 
Kamel Sawalha, the office in- 
spectors also checked on 756 
establishments in the South 
Shuneh district to take a total 
of the number of Jordanian 
and foreign labourers em- 
ployed. These establishments 
hire 4,050 workers, of which 
2.382 are Jordanians and 1,668 
foreigners, he said. 
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Resurrecting the Audit Bureau 


THE PRESIDENT of the Audit Bureau in his 

- report to the speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament complained that his bureau has 
been facing ‘"legal obstacles that negatively 
affect its effectiveness and its activity.” In his 
report on fiscal year 1992, the Audit Bureau 
chief a**»2d that the present law did not meet the 
: bureau’s ambition to “tighten monetary con- 
trol over public funds.” He said that the 
;bureau was not financially independent; that it 
:did not have control over public shareholding 
^companies; that the law does not give it 
[authority to persecute offenders and that the 
[bureau chief had no immunity, as specified in 
•the Constitution. 

These are serious charges by the overseer of 
Jhe state budget and the conduct of dispensers 

- of state funds. For how can this office ftinction 
, and recruit suitable staff for such a noble task if 
j it depends on the Ministry of Finance to finance 
l its operation, while it is entrusted at the same 
; -time to control the latter’s operations? Or, how 
? can government corruption be rooted out, if the 
:■ bureau is unable to take offenders to court? 
j j In the bureau’s report for 1992, for example, 

- it listed over 300 violations of laws, standing 
5 orders and standards at various ministries and 
i departments. The bureau also reported that out 
; of 378 developmental projects the ministries of 
--education, water , and public works and the 

municipality of Amman were engaged in,' 146 
achieved less than 50 per cent of their target. As 
for embezzlement, the bureau said that since 
'.'1972, over JD 33 million and $1.3 million have 
:i’been embezzled. 

If we have to take those as indicators of a 
: corruption-free credible and efficient govem- 
;!ment, the conclusion is frightening. The finan- 
cial management of the country is neither clean 
■::nor credible or efficient. And the constitutional 
■:body that is responsible for seeing to these 
[•qualities, the Audit Bureau, is incapable of 
’ carrying out its task because of all the impedi- 
ments listed by its chief. 

The bureau’s report now at the House should 
then prompt the honourable deputies of the 
people to take immediate action that would 
address the situation, revitalise the bureau and 
provide it with the necessary took to function 
properly and fully. People will have only little 
faith in government and Parliament as long as 
they see and hear oP violations of laws and 
regulations and mismanagement of funds. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


-;THREE YEARS ha\e elapsed since the imposition of the 
. X'.N. sanctions and the aggression on Iraq which caused so 
‘much suffering to the Iraqi people, and the time has come for 
the Arabs to terminate the siege and open their borders. 
; demanded Mohammad Kawash. a columnist in Al Dustour. 
[The Arab League should spearhead these efforts and brine an 
■end to the plight of the Iraqis and the injustice, said the writer. 
.'Criticising the United States for its current efforts to normalise 
[Arab-Israeli relations while the Israelis continue to occupy 
Arab lands, the write - aid that while Irving to deal with the 
Arab-Israeli conflict i. t manner that would satisfy Israel 
alone. Washington is mu -lining the embargo on Iraq and its 
• people. Every >n ? ^ejlise. hat Baghdad has fully abided by 
•! the U.N. «■ ••oii.*»>n- 1 but * U.S.-led western nations insist 
[ 'on maint.irti -g : n- vnctioi is the Arab countries maintain 
! silence vi'-a sl h atrocity . • iid the writer. The Arab states 
i imd the Arab Leajve should r n wait for any signal from any 
. source and mast n» • tccumb *o the wishes of the colonial 
powers u- u rather ca.i\ "ml a collective action to protect their 
. national .; crest- -in.' v -e their Iraqi brothers, called the 
writer. H- aid th ■! the A. . bs must not allow themselves to be 
accomplice *o the \rr- -ican crimes against humanity. 


A COLUMNIST in Sawi U Shaab daily drew attention to the 
fact that Israel is trying to solve its economic and social 
problems by attempting to dominate the Arab World's 
economv and end the Arab states* boycott of Israeli goods. 
Naji All’oush said that the Israelis are trying to impose their 
own st vie of peace on the Arabs without returning the 
occupied lands, and arc backed in this drive by the so-called 
new world order. If the Israelis have their way. more Jewish 
immigrants will be coming to Arab- Palestine and Israel s 
economic might would prevail in the Arab region, he stressed. 
The Arab countries are called on never to end the boycott 
regulations ueuinst Israel and should try Instead to stop any 
assistance reaching the Jewish stale from outside in order to 
force it to comptv with the U.N. resolutions and end the 
occupation, demanded the writer. Through capitulation rather 
than a fust peace the U.S. -Israeli alliance is now trying to 
impose Zionist ideas and end the boycott regulations, added 
the writer He warned that normalisation of economic ties with 
the Is. " i'is was bound to holster the enemy’s might and 
weaken in. Vub stand. 


A national Arab American conference — sign 
of political success and a forum for future work 


By Dr. James Zogby 


This week Arab American de- 
legates from 26 states will con- 
vene in Washington for the 
eighth National Leadership 
Conference of the Arab Amer- 
ican Institute (AAI). This 
year's conference will mark the 
significant advances made by 
Arab Americans in U.S. poli- 
tics. The conference will also 
serve as a forum for setting an 
Arab American policy and 
electoral agenda for 1994. 

This .year's events will be 
highlighted by the appearance 
of two Cabinet officials from 
the Clinton administration and 
one of the president's closest 
advisers: Secretary of Com- 
merce Ron Brown. Secretary 
of Health and Human Services 
Donna Shalaia and Senior 
Adviser for Policy and Strategy 
George Stephanopoulos. 

Secretary Brown will appear 
back In the U.S. on the open- 
ing day of the conference, fol- 
lowing a five-day visit to Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Israel, the 
West Bank and Egypt. He will 
also address the Arab Amer- 
ican conference on Saturday, 
giving a report on his Middle 
East trip. The commerce 
secretary will describe his 
meetings with Palestinian busi- 
ness leaders in the occupied 
territories at an event co- 
hosted by Builders for Peace 
(the U.S. private sector initia- 
tive designed to bring Amer- 
ican investment to the West 
Bank and Gaza). 

Secretary of Health and Hu- 
man Services (HHS) Donna 
Shalaia will appear as the 
Keynote speaker at a Friday 
night banquet saluting Arab 
Americans in government. Ms. 
Shalaia, the highest ranking 
Arab American in govern- 
ment, will present an award to 
former Congresswoman Mary 
Rose Oakar for her service. 


By Xmad F. Abdullah 


AS ARABS and Israelis analy- 
se the wording and the fine 
print of the signed peace agree? 
ment, it is crucial to lookahead 
at the future and what lies 
ahead for Palestinians and the 
Arabs in general. An under- 
standing of some of the 
behind-the-scene forces that 
led to such events can be very 
helpful, especially as the more 
visible factors such as the in- 
tifada tend to dominate the 
news and camouflage other im- 
portant factors. 

In my opinion, the United 
States under the Bush pres- 
idency has been attempting to 
diffuse the ability of Israel to 
polarise American Jews at 
times and maybe compromise 
them into a position of double 
loyalty, so long as Israel can 
claim its own existence was 
threatened. Other factors for 
the U.S. include reducing fore- 


ign aid because of the large 
deficit, high taxes, and the 


deficit, high taxes, and the 
resentment of Americans of ail 
forms of foreign aid. 

The United States is also 
trying to minimise capital and 
technology transfer from the 
U.S. to Israel, whereby some 
U.S. entrepreneurs can benefit 
on many fronts, including re- 
ducing their taxes and evading 
standard U.S. business re- 
quirements and laws. By giving 
Israel •■peace”, the United 
States would resolve many- 
such problems. Furthermore, 
and at the United Nations, the 
resolutions backed by the U.S. 
and supporting Palestinian 
rights could no longer be 
ignored after the U.N.’s force- 
ful stand for “principles" 
against Iraq. 

Over the years, Israel real- 
ised it is fighting not only 
Arabs but an Islamic depth. 
Such war could last indefinitely 
with untold casualties and 
there may be no winners. The 
“Jewishness" of the state itself 
may be diluted with time, os 
more Jews become secular and 
as fewer are still discriminated 
against worldwide, which in 
the past helped maintain an 
influx to Israel, especially from 
the former Soviet Union. On 
the internal front. Israel's 
democracy created two strong 
but divergent parties and 
several smaller ones that on 
many vital issues have become 
heavily dependent on the few 
Arab votes in the Knesset, 
which defeated the whole pur- 
pose of a Jewish state. Demo- 
cracy would have created a 
paralysis for Israel unless it 
accommodated the very same 
minority it had tried to domin- 
ate. 

It should also be expected 
that unless Israel has substan- 
tial benefits, it is not going to 
accept just any form of peace- 
ful resolution. Israel would 
never have allowed an agree- 
ment unless it had a very de- 
rided advantage to dictate its 


both to the government and to 
the Arab American commun- 
ity. Ms. Oakar, an Arab 
American Democrat from 
Geveland, Ohio, served in the 
U.S. Congress from 1977 to 
1992. 

In addition to hearing from 
these and other high-level 
Ginton administration officials 
(the Arab American conferees 
will be invited to the White 
House for a Friday morning 
briefing), the conference will 
feature several panel discus- 
sions which show the growing 
political maturity of the Arab 
American community. 

One discussion wili focus on 
the effects of the Ginton admi- 
nistration's policies on health 
care, crime and welfare on 
local communities across the 
country. This panel will be led 
by George Stephanopoulos 
and will include a number of 
American mayors and local 
elected officials. This will be an 
important forum, because local 
leaders are seeking what assur- 
ances they can get that these 
proposals of the Ginton admi- 
nistration will not place unfair 
burdens on local government, 
as was the case with many 
other federal initiatives over 
the past twelve years. 

A major focus of the confer- 
ence will be a full discussion of 
whether or not Arab Amer- 
icans ought to seek recognition 
from the national government 
as an official “minority" 
group. Six Arab American 
community leaders will present 
their views on this subject, and 
five U.S. government officials 
and civil rights experts will 
respond. Then ail of the con- 
ferees will break out to discuss 
the issue in an effort to reach 
.some level of consensus as to 
how Arab Americans should 
proceed. 


The question of minority sta- 
tus in an important one, and 
very complex. In short, when 
the U.S. government recog- 
nises a specific group of people 
as a “minority," it opens the 
door to a variety of govern- 
ment assistance for business 
and education that are not 
open to most Americans. The 
purpose is to correct historic 
injustices which have led some 
groups, such as African Amer- 
icans and Latino Americans, to 
have less than their rightful 
share of some of more lucra- 
tive and rewarding aspects of 
American life. 

There are strong arguments 
and feelings on both sides of 
the issue, and a national dis- 
cussion of it is overdue. This 
conference will provide the 
first nationwide forum on this 
topic. 

Another discussion, which 
will focus on the relations be- 
tween ethnic groups in the 
U.S., will be led by Senator 
Joseph Lieberman, a Demo- 
crat from Connecticut. This 
panel will feature leaders from 
the American Jewish, Italian 
American, Latino American 
and Korean American com- 
munities. Because most Arab 
Americans live in urban areas 
with many other ethnic groups, 
this is an important issue; and 
the presence of the leaders of 
other communities could open 
the pathway for new relations 
and stronger with these other 
ethnic groups. 

Foreign policy issues will 
also play an important role in 
the conference, as the Arab 
American community and poli- 
tical leaders in attendance dis- 
cuss how they can best contri- 
bute to building stronger U.S.- 
Arab ties and support positive 
developments in the Arab 
World. 


An important highlight of 
this part of the conference will 
be a roundtable discussion be- 
tween leading U.S. and Arab 
journalists. The U.S. side will 
be represented by David Brod- 
cr of the Washington Post and 
CNN’s Frank Sesno. The Arab 
journalists include Al Qabas 
editor Mohammad Sager of 
Kuwait and Jordan's Rami 
Khouri. 

The conference will also in- 
clude a full discussion of how 
Arab Americans can play a 
constructive role in the chang- 
ing Arab World. In particular, 
there will be a discussion of the 
many positive developments 
now occurring in the West 
Bank and Gaza, and how Arab 
Americans might be able to 
lend practical support. 

This annual AAI leadership 
conference will also focus 
prime attention on those Arab 
Americans who are running for 
public office in the elections 
coming up this November. 
There are already 35 
announced Arab American 
candidates who will be attract- 
ing the support of the com- 
munity. a number of whom will 
be attending the conference. 
Of special note are two candi- 


of Representatives. Before 
that he served as Deputy Giief 
of Staff to Vice President Dan 
Quayie, and came to that post 
after five years as the head of 
the Michigan Republican Par- 
ty- 


One other major campaign 
featuring an Arab American 
candidate will be the race for 
governor in Connecticut. Joe 
Ganim, who was just elected to 
his second term as mayor of 
Bridgeport, the state’s largest 
city, has announced his can- 
didacy for the governor’s seat 
after being urged to run by 
many of his fellow Democrats. 
And Mr. Ganim is indeed a 
rising young star in the Demo- 
cratic Party. After taking over 
a city literally on the verge of 
bankruptcy in 1990, he set out 
on a programme of cutting 
back spending while simul- 


taneously increasing spending 
on combatting crime. His au- 
sterity programme was ex- 
pected to cost him at the polls 
but he stunned observers by 
winning 80 per cent of the 
vote, which earned him nation- 
al attention. 


dates running for high office 
who will be featured at a spe- 


cial function at the conference. 

Spencer Abraham, a Repub- 
lican, is a major candidate for 
the U.S. Senate seat in Michi- 


gan — a state that is home to 
250,000 Arab Americans. 
Abraham comes into this elec- 
tion having served in a number 
of important posts in the Re- 
publican Party. He most re- 
cently served as chairman of 
the National Republican Con- 
gressional Committee 
(NRCC). which is the orga- 
nisation responsible for elect- 
ing Republicans to the House 


Another important event at 
the conference will be the laun- 
ching of the Arab American 
Advisery Council to the 
Democratic Party. This will 
mark the first time that the 
Democratic Party has given 
formal recognition to a nation- 
al Arab American group. In 
even timber recognition of the 
fact that Arab Americans have 
been accepted as a constituen- 
cy within the party, David 
Wilhelm, the chairman of the 
Democratic Party, will be pre- 
sent to make the official 
announcement. 

On the Republican side, the 
conference will be addressed 
by Michael Baroody, an Arab 


The arduous road to peace 
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terms, and may have antici- 
pated the eventuality of peace 
and worked diligently at im- 
proving its own position, first 
by making peace with Egypt 
and removing it as a military 
threat, then by destroying 
Lebanon and its financial and 
economic threat and by col- 
laborating against Iran and 
Iraq with the eventual destruc- 
tion of Iraq and the isolation of 
Iran. 

Meanwhile, the PLO had 
been reduced in size and effect 
and could be brought in only 
when Israel was ready. Yasser 
Arafat was the man for such a 
moment to deliver on behalf of 
the Palestinians, and the PLO 
had very few bargaining chips 
to force issues or negotiate 
from a stronger position. 

It is time to look at the 
future. The “peace process" as 
it is promoted appears irrev- 
ersible. from an international 
viewpoint, and Arabs have to 
deal with such an eventuality. 
If the peace process does not 
begin now, the same issues will 
be on the table when it hap- 
pens in the future, whether five 
or ten years from now, and 
they win be more complicated. 
The Arabs believe the problem 
is not receiving the importance 
it deserves and. true enough, 
on the scale of other interna- 
tional problems, it is not 
looked at with the same magni- 
tude as the Arabs would like it 


The process itself may be 
guided by various pressure 
groups whose interests are not 
necessarily the same and there 
may be violent acts at times. 
All parties must work at it and 
the challenge to the Arabs is to 


build enough strength to coun- 
teract the current advantage 
Israel commands and to build 
their negotiating position in 
time. This will build a change 
of attitude on both sides, 
although there will always be 
dissidents as there are even in 
very peaceful countries. 

It is no longer a matter of 
right or wrong, or a matter of 
historical facts, although Arabs 
have always relied on them and 
were perplexed when "justice, 
fairness and right” were never 
acknowledged properly on the 
international scene. One 
should only look at what is 
happening in Bosnia to under- 
stand that without tangible be- 
nefits few powers have any 
motivation to risk soldiers and 
capital on causes. Arabs will 
find that as they become more 
economically beneficial to the 
world they will have more in- 
fluence. 

Israel will attempt to domin- 
ate areas of trade and industry 
that are highly technical and 
require major international 
depth, which their worldwide 
network allows, such as bank- 
ing and finance, medical tech- 
nologies and treatment, in- 
formation and media, publics* 
lions and printing.and movies 
and entertainment. Other 
areas include the gold and di- 
amond trades, light airplanes 
and helicopters, coast guard 
speed boats and, in general, 
small scale industrial and high- 
tech products. Palestinians will 
be hired to spearhead Israeli 
marketing and penetration 
efforts in the Arab World, to 
capitalise on their Arab roots 
and sympathy for them and to 
minimise possible backlash 


against Israelis. Arabs would 
have to rely heavily on their 
own worldwide network and 
rise to the challenge, and the 
competition can be very heal- 
thy to the whole region. 

Israel will work at maintain- 
ing Lebanon down and out of 
the picture as Lebanon proved 
it can be an important financial 
and business centre. Israel will 
try to make its ports the ship- 
ping destinations of the Middle 
East inlands, just as these ports 
have been throughout history, 
and Aqaba may become a 
secondary outlet. In tourism, 
Israel will try to become the 
first stop for the whole area 
and will attempt to keep the 
most tourist dollars by mini- 
mising excursion time to neigh- 
bouring Arab countries. Prob- 
ably more than any ocher Arab 
destination, Petra will be in- 
cluded in Israeli touts as a 
one-of-a-kind attraction. 

The oil industry and other 
heavy industries have never 
been the domain of Jewish 
interes' who may not have 
much of a role other than being 
oil broke raj.: houses, which 
can be done Loin anywhere in 
the world. U.S. and other 
worldwide oil companies are 
giants in this field and will not 
be challenged. 

Arabs may be worried about 
Israeli products invading their 
markets but we believe Israel is 
worried about competing with 
the Far East and its already 
strong presence in the Middle 
East due to low wages and 
highly advanced labour force. 
Jordan import tariffs will be- 
come a major question in 
negotiations as Israel will need 
easy transport routes. 


Arabs should anticipate dif- 
ficulties in dealing with inter- 
national companies and gov- 
ernments which could be influ- 
enced by Jewish interests. 
There could be many obstacles 
for the Arabs and it will be 
implied to them that going 
through Israeli contacts will 
resolve such issues. This is 
done for the Jewish interests 
and Arabs would do well to 
learn from it and emulate its 
success. 

The demands and assertions 
coming from Israel and the 
Palestinians on what is accept- 
able to each party now are too 
numerous, emotional at times, 
and very conflicting. As in any 
negotiation, each party should 
expect the other to make ex- 
cessive and unreasonable de- 
mands in order to use them as 
bargaining chips and “give in" 
at the right time. Current posi- 
tions should not be taken as 
cast in stone. Expect any 
agreement between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis to become 
effective only after trial 
periods, over ihe long term, 
based on a phased process that 
would allow adjustments along 
the way. That is the norm with 
today's international agree- 
ments in lieu of an "all or 
nothing" approach. 

What win opportunities be 
for Arab investment and de- 
velopment within the future 
Palestine and within Israel it- 
self? 

One would expect any future 
Palestinian entity to he a 
democracy, simplv because 
Palestinians have suffered too 
long and will not accept it 
otherwise. Its effects could 
spill over to neighbouring 



American who has been 
named the President of the 
National Policy Forum of the 
Republican Party, which is the 
policy arm of the Republican 
Party. Mr. Baroody, who 
served as an official in the 
Reagan administration, came 


to the position after five years 
as vice Dresident for Com- 


as vice president for Com- 
munications at the National 
Association of Manufacturers. 


This is only a partial list of . 
the programmes and speakers 
who will appear at this year's, 
annual leadership conference. 
There may be still more in 
store for the conference atten- 
dees. For example, the White 
House has indicated that, sche- 
dule permitting. Vice Presi- 
dent Al Gore will address the - 
conference. And the list of- 
members of Congress who will 
be addressing the conference . 
at a special luncheon forum on 
Capitol Hill includes Nick 
Rahall of West Virginia, Tim , 
‘Penny of Minnesota. Jim 
Moran of Virginia, Craig 
Washington of Texas, and, 
•Nancy Pelosi of California, 

It is dear from the presence- 
of Cabinet secretaries Shalaia 
and Brown and a high level 
official like George Stephano- 
pouios. and the increasingly, 
high level of government being 
reached by Arab Americans,, 
that things are changing for the” 
community. 

Problems, of course, con- 
tinue to exist for Arab Amer- 
icans in politics, but the prog- 
ramme of this year's leadership 
conference demonstrates that 
the path to political power can 
bring about very real changes 
in the life of the community , its 
access to political decision- 
makers. and its ability to have 
an impact on both foreign and 
domestic U.S. policy. 


countries and the early moves ' 
by King Hussein to spread 
democratic ideals in Jordan 
could prove very farsighted 
and benefidal to Jordan. 

Although there is great ex- 
citement and commitment now, 
Arab capital has' been histor- 
ically a “scared J capitar*, re- 
quiring numerous safety provi- 
sions. This will not be easily 
achieved as Jewish capital and 
manpower will compete heavi- 
ly on the large scale projects. 
Although Arab capital will be 
welcomed, Israel will attempt 
to retain the ability to manipu-, 
late and control it. Current ' 
favourable regulations may not 
remain the same; Israeli laws 
already include high taxation 
on property and income, more . 


“The demands 
and assertions 
coming from 
Israel and the 
Palestinians on 
what is accept- 
able to each par- 
ty now are too 
numerous, emo- 
tional at times, 
and very con- 
flicting. As in 
any negotiation, 
each party 
should expect the 
other to make 
excessive and un- 
reasonable de- 
mands in order 
to use them as 
bargaining chips 
and “give in” at 
the right time. 
Current posi- 
tions should not 
be taken as cast 
in stone.” 


stringent workplace require- 
merits and benefits and stricter 
environmental controls. Pro- 
fessional and reliable feasibil- 
ity studies become a must, with 
a solid and frank assessment of 
the risks and rewards involved. 

It is incumbent upon Arab 
institutions and businesses to 
evaluaie and assess the degree 
and scope of the coming chal- 

vllr 6 anc ^ *** j m P ac * on their 
ability to continue business as 
usual. Those who will not do 
tmit will be swept away in a sea 
of change. 


The water is s Huston-based 
architect and building contrac- 
tor. He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. 
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,N. today holds seminar 
on desertification 


Towards a partial solution of the water problem in Jordan 


Lfc United Nations Inter- 
Uernnicntal Negotiating 
Luntttee for the Elaboration 
jfgn International Convention 
J -Combat Desertification is 
Ltfng its third session at its 
^quarters in Geneva. 

'fjje committee, meeting 
Jjer he chairmanship of Bo 
Sen of Sweden between 
Si. 17-20, is tackling issues to. 

agreed upon, like financial 
-gcbanisms. such as proposals 
r^ablish a special fund to 
Lnbat desertification, an in- 
JJational financial corpora- 
and innovative financial 
Jurces, and 1 issues related to 
^iociples. -like the contents of 
Mtional and regional action 
programmes, the establish- 
ment of a scientific and tech- 
D0 ] O gical council, the estab- 
fchment of an evaluation and 
oonitoring centre and dispute 
prevention and settlement. 

The discussions, according 
L, an Economic and Social 
Epmihtssion. for Western Asia 
■UgCWA) press release, are 
Ljng~ conducted in two work- 
groups: one, chaired by 
Ahmed Djoghiaf of Algeria, 
fjjaises on continued develop- 
ment of the provisions of the 
preamble, principles, objec- 
tives and commitments of the 
invention, including financial 
arrangements and capacity- 
Iwilding; the second, chaired 
by Anne de Lattre. of France, 
tackles elaboration of defini- 


tions. insitutional and adminis- 
trative aspects, exhange of in- 
formation and legal provision. 

Discussions centre on ways 
to combat desertification in re- 
gions such as Asia and South 
America, with particular atten- 
tion to Africa. 

The draft preamble refers to 
the global dimension of deser- 
tification and its effect on all 
regions of he world, mention- 
ing the fact that desertification 
is brought about by several i 
factors including climate varia- 
1 tions and human activity. 

According to the press re- 
lease. the current endeavours 
of the negotiating committee 
are a result of a major recom- 
mendation of the United Na- 
tions Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development (UN- 
CED) held in June 1992 which 
had adopted “Agenda 21." a 
comprehensive programme of- 
action aimed at reshaping hu- 
man activities in line with (he 
principles of sustainable de- 
velopment. 

UNCED. the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Changes are called upon by the 
negotiating committee to help 
combat desertification. 

The encroachment of the de- 
sert is responsible, according 
to Chapter 12 of Agenda 21. 
for the spread of poverty and 
the degradation of over three 
billion hectares of rangeland. 


Kuwaiti ex-minister on 
trial denies fraud charge 


I KUWAIT (R) — Former Oil 
; and Finance Minister Sheikh 
Alj Khalifa A1 Sabah on Tues- 
day denied any wrongdoing on 
the firif day of a trial of five 
people accused of embezzling 
funds from state-owned 
Kuwait Oil Tanker Company 
(KOTC). 

Lawyers for Sheikh Ali, one 
of the most senior members of 
the - riifing Sabah family to be a 
defendant in a criminal trial, 
sad the allegations against him 
stemmed from political differ- 
ences between the government 
: andihe opposition-dominated 

pvfancn?- :L . .. . 


dants in numbered order as 
Mr. Badr, Mr. Qabazard, 
Jordanian Nasim Mohsen, Bri- 
ton Timothy Stafford and 
Sheikh Ali. said the alleged 
offences included making an 
illegal profit and embezzle- 
ment. 

It said the first three defen- 
dants — Mr. Badr. Mr. Qada- 
zard and Mr. Mohsen — were 
also charged with forging docu- 
ments. 

Mr. Qabazard, in detention 
since January 1993, was 
granted bail of 1.000 dinars 
($3,354) after the hearing. 

, His lawyers asked the court 


l J^n^g wharth^-'called : Mr. Qabazard with 

h J hS interest a sum of money he 

In a Daeked ‘ paM’W the authorities in early 
the rityrentre 

ow rt°h ad *n^uSd i ctio n°to Uy from KOTC and demanded it 

court had no jurisdiction to try from Mr. Qabazard at the start 

"4£?TMd that the court of their investigations. 

^ A Si !l r ,udBe 

adcd A1 Wagayam KOTC and was private family 

Ask«| if he had wrongfully which Mr Qabazard 

“g"* ahom had paid to the state in the 

#£ 1 M eam . ab °“ t belief he would be granted bail 

. anything as a whole or in de- ^ B 


' Officials said they believed 
Sbrikh Ali. chief architect of 
the. emirate's worldwide oil 
entire, was the first cabinet 
minister to be put on trial for 
alleged offences connected 
with his job. 

Sheikh Ali was oil and fi- 
nance minister from 1983-85, 
a! minister from 1985 to June 
1990 and finance minister from 
June 1990 to April 1991. 

His lawyers requested Judge 
Wiigayan transfer the case to a 
special court to be established 
solely for the purpose of trying 
former ministers. 

.Prosecutors said they would 
respond, to the defence request 
%:the transfer of the trial 
wsen the case resumes on Feb. 

C~ ' : 

■Fellow accused Hassan 
Qabazard, a former deputy 
KOTC chairman for financial 
affairs and the only other de- 
fendant to appear for trial, 
denied carrying out an embez- 
zlonent operation. 

>;Bbt Mr. Qabazard admitted 
aguiriiig money from KOTC 
operations on instructions 
fem his then superior, former 
K^TC Chairman Abdul Fatah 
Af-Badr. Mr. Badr is another 
ofrthefrve defendants. 

Defence lawyers said after 
Ate- hearing they expected to 
twain a copy of the charges for 
tifefirst time on Tuesday after- 
noon. 

..A brief charge sheet posted 
on : a wall, listing the defen- 


By Dr. Ghazi Bjsheh 

Experts tell us that water supp- 
ly will continue to be one of 
Jordan's most pressing prob- 
lems in the coming years. With 
high population growth and 
industrial expansion, they say, 
the water resource available 
for use will fall considerably 
below the national need. 

In view of this evaluation, it 
is about time chat we give some 
thoughts to appropriate means 
which would help increase the 
volume of surface water avai- 
lable for watering and irriga- 
tion. For instance, archaeolo- 
gical field work and systematic 
explorations in the last decade 
revealed the amazing extent of 
sophisticated systems for the 
catchment, storage and dis- 
tribution of water, which be- 
long to different historical 
periods. 

Notable for their hydrologic- 
al engineering skills were the 
Nabataeans. Those gifted peo- 
ple were able to maintain large 
settlements in the arid regions 
of southern Jordan and the 
Negev desert, e.g. Humaima 
.(ancient Auara), Abda, 
Ruhaiba Sbeita and Kurnub, 
to mention but a few towns. 
The annual precipitation rate 
in these regions is less than 
100mm, which is not enough 
even for diy agriculture. Yet, 
by understanding the rainfall 
regime which tends to be high- 
ly sporadic, localised and tor- 
rential in character, the Naba- 
taeans knew how to harness 
runoff on hillside slopes and 
obtain sufficient amount of wa- 
ter to meet their needs. 

No less remarkable were the 


1993 — investigators believed 
the sum had been embezzled 
from KOTC and demanded it 
from Mr. Qabazard at the start 
of their investigations. 

The lawyers said the money 

— which oil officials have said 
amounts to around $6 million 

— was not embezzled from 
KOTC and was private family 
money which Mr. Qabazard 
had paid to the state in the 
belief he would be granted bail 
in return. 

A judicial official has said 
the case going before the court 
alleges fraud involving about 
$100 million. 

KOTC. a subsidiary of state 
oil conglomerate Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corporation (KPC), 
operates a fleet that transports 
crude oil and refined products 
ground the world. The oil 
minister chairs KPC. 

Parliament is conducting a 
determined probe of allega- 
tions of corruption and mis- 
management of state finances 
in the 1980s that MPs allege 
cost Kuwait billions of dinars. 

Lawyers for Sheikh Ali said 
the court was not sufficiently 
specialised to hear fraud cases 
and condemned as invalid par- 
liament's Jan. 11 repeal of a 
1990 law that in effect restricts 
the ways former cabinet minis- 
ter may be put on trial. 

Lawyer Sheikh Salman Al 
Sabah, a former justice minis- 
ter, said the law was still in 
effect despite parliament’s ac- 
tion. Under the law former 
ministers may be tried only by 
a court of five judges 
appointed by the higher judi- 
cial council. The agreement of 
at least four of the judges is 
required to secure a convic- 
tion. . 

“The conflict between the 
two major authorities in this 
country is the reason behind 
this case." said Abdul Azim 
Mursi. an Egyptian law profes- 
sor acting for Sheikh Ali. 


Rabin accepts Assad comments 


^(Continued from page 1) 

-% possible, the Syrians and 
-^ Americans.... must give 
SfcaeJ security guarantees.” _ 
ijA row broke out Tuesday in 
Iw" cabinet over Mr. Rabin’s 
fKpposak i 

i^To organise a referendum 
^setting 1 a precedent in our 
%toiy — would take months . 
imblock the peace process for 
W^purpose,’’ warned the 
J&tary general of the ruling 
Party, Nissim Zvilli. 
*©|he government has 
already got a mandate from the 


Umayyads who invested heavi- 
ly in land reclamations and 
attempted to push cultivation 
into the seemingly empty and 
barren regions of the steppe, 
or fiadiya. It was this policy of 
land reclamation which led 
some scholars to consider the 
so-called Umayyad desert cas- 
tles as centres for agricultural 
exploitation rather than desert 
retreats for hunting and enter- 
tainment. 

The poinr is that the land- 
scape of Jordan is strewn with 
hydraulic structures such as 
dams, cisterns, reservoirs, bar- 
rages and acqueducts. Many of 
these structures are still in a 
fairly good state of preserva- 
tion and need only minimum 
amount of restoration works to 
make them functional again. I 
would like to give two specific 
examples of hydraulic struc- 
tures which can be restored at 
an inexpensive cost, bearing in 
mind that such examples can 
be easily multiplied. 

The first example consists of 
pvo substantial stone dams, 
known as al qanatir, and situ- 
ated some 13km. To the south- 
west of Al Qastal and 3km to 
the north of Arainbeh. The 
first dam, built across a wadi 
running from the southeast to 
the northwest, is 178m. long 
and 5.15(A. thick at the base, 
tapering to 4.CKK. at the top. 
Repeated floods and lack of 
periodic maintenance swept 
away the central section of the 
dam which is otherwise fairly 
well preserved. The second 
dam is situated less than 1km. 
further upstream. It is 120m. 
long and 8.20m. thick in the 


centre, diminishing to 7.25m. 
at the sides. 

The second example of res- 
torable hydraulic * structures 
concerns a number of reser- 
voirs and cisterns constructed 
or dug within a limited and 
well-defined area at the site of 
Qasr Mshash, situated 23km. 
to the east of Muwaqqar. At 
least three such structures in 


the area can be easily restored 
and thereby improve its graz- 
ing potential. Such restoration 
projects will not be only a step 
towards solving the problem of 
water shortage, but also a prac- 
tical mean:, for making 
archaeology relevant to con- 
temporary society, a point re- 
peatedly emphasised by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Al Hassan. 

It should be pointed out, 
however, that once such struc- 
tures had been restored, they 
would require regular mainte- 
nance and periodic cleaning-up 
in order to make them work at 
maximum efficiency and to 
avoid transforming them into 
hazardous stagnant pools. 


Therefore, it is important tg 
identify the concerned author, 
ity or party responsible for 
carrying out the necessary 
cleaning and maintenance 
works. 

77ie writer is a former chief of 
the Department of Archaeolo- 
gy. He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times . 
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AJ Qanatir dam (file photo) 


Syrians hope Geneva summit heralds peace 


DAMASCUS (R) — Many Sy- 
rians hope the summit between 
their leader Hafez Al Assad 
and U.S. President Bill Clinton 
marked a breakthrough on the 
road to peace in the Middle 
East. 

President Assad's news con- 
ference with Mr. Clinton which 
followed five hours of talks 
with the U.S. president on 
Sunday was aired live from 
Geneva and shown in full twice 
the same evening as part of 
news bulletins. 

Many people said Mf. Assad 
reflected their thoughts when 
he called for a just and com- 
prehensive peace settlement of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Khayriah Ahmad, a house- 
wife and mother of six. said she 
lost two of her sons in wars 
with Israel and that she wanted 
peace so that no more people 
would be killed. 

“I lost two of my sons in 


battle and I know the real, 
meaning of peace. It means no 
more people would be killed.’ 
But the peace should be just 
and should allow us to have 
our occupied lands back. 
Otherwise our martyrs would 
not be happy." she said. 

During the news conference 
Mr. Assad broke new ground 
when he announced that Syria 
could have “norma! peaceful 
relations” with Israel under a 
peace agreement. 

“We want the peace of the 
brave, a genuine peace that 
can survive." he said. 

“If the leaders of Israel have 
sufficient courage to respond 
to this kind of peace, a new era 
of security and stability in 
which there are normal peace- 
ful relations among all shall 
dawn.” 

Syria’s talks with Israel held 
within the framework of the 
Middle East peace conference 


which opened two years ago, 
were deadlocked over the issue 
of the Golan Heights, a 
strategic plateau occupied by 
Israel in 1967. 

Syria held 11 rounds of talks 
with Israel during the last two 
years but in September it 
threatened to boycott a new 
round if no tangible progress 
was made on its demand for 
foil Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

But Mr. Clinton announced 
at the. news conference that 
Syrian arid Israeli negotiators 
would return to Washington 
later this month to resume the 
talks. 

Many Syrians welcomed Mr. 
Assad's call for a just and 
comprehensive peace. 

“Why not have good rela- 
tions among the people of the 
region?" said Mustafa 
Tahmouni, a taxi driver. 

“This is possible but Israel 
should prove that it really 


wants peace by withdrawing 
from the lands it occupied by 
force.” 

“Peace means prosperity,” 
said Saeed Fahim Bari, an eco- 
nomist. “It means all resources 
would be directed towards de- 
velopment rather than arms 
building. We are now ailocat- • 
ing the largest part of our 
resources to defence. If we 
divert this to development 
things will be much better. 

“I was very happy to see our 
president say with confidence 
and courage he wants -peace.- 
We want peace to come as 
soon as possible.” said Samira 
Mahlouj, a university student. 

She said she was also fascin- 
ated by Mr. Clinton and the 
courtesy he showed during the 
news conference and prior to it 
when he was introduced to the 
Syrian delegation. 

“He is the most handsome 
president I have ever seen,” 
she said. 


Jordan seeks to shed shackles 


Sharaa briefs Regent on summit- 


(Continued from page 1) 

situation and the negative im- 
pact of the inspection proce- 
dures on the economy. 

Shortly after the team’s visit, 
it was reported that it was 
preparing a report to be sub- 
mitted to the State Depart- 
ment and the report was posi- 
tive vis-a-vis the Jordanian 
concerns. 

U.S. Seovstaiy of State Ron 
Brown told reporters after 
high-level talks on Monday 
that “some action” would be 
taken soon to address Jordan s 
concerns over the negative im- 
pact on its economy of the de 


facto blockade at Aqaba port 
and the enforcement proce- ‘ 
dures of the sanctions. 

“I expressed Americans' 
sympathies and understanding 
for the economic consequences 
(of the blockade) on Jordan,” 
he said. “We are tiying to find 
ways in which we will continue, 
of course, to be in compliance 
with the U.N. resolutions and 
at the same time in such a way 
that it is devastating to the 
Jordanian economy." 

“I think you should expect 
some action soon," he said. 

It is certainly a recom- 
mendation that I'll be mak- 


Sanaa accuses south of attack 


(Continued from page 1) 


people to make peace with 
Syria,” he said, referring to the 
platform for peace on which 
Mr. Rabin came to power in 

1992 - , „„ 

“A referendum? What for? 

asked Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid, leader of the rul- 
ing coalition ally Meretz, who 
is considered close to the prime 
minister. 

“The government is 
sovereign. It has the right and 
the duty to secure peace 
accords with Syria and Jordan 
without resorting to a referen- 
dum,” he said on Israel Radio. 


provocation which could lead 
the country to catastrophe," it 
was a “dangerous escalation, 
he said. 

An officer at Aden airbase 
told Reuters aircraft based 
there did not carry out any 
bombing raid on northern un- 
its, saying such an action would 
be “civil war and nothing less 
than that.” ^ 

He stressed that southern- 
based warplanes had only car- 
ried out routine exercises 
.according to a schedule 
approved by the country’s joint 
military command and 
“ordered by Sanaa.” 

The officer suggested the 
GPC statement was issued “to 
justify the deployment by Al 
Atnaliqa troops in four areas" 
in defiance of earlier agree- 
ments between the two sides. 

He said the northern troops 
had set up unauthorised roadb- 
locks and detention centres 
dose to the former border. 

Ties between Mr. Saleh and 
the leader of the former South 
Yemen, Yemeni Vice- 
President Ali Salim Al Beedh, 
have been tense since July. 

The two men united the 
country in a 50-50 power- 


snaring accord between the 
GPC and Mr. Beedh's Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP). They 
were later joined by the Islam- 
ist Islah in a three-party coali- 
tion government following 
democratic elections last year. 

Their dispute has paralysed 
government amid reports of 
military road blocks, troop 
movements and assassinations. 

The Muscat-based travellers 
who visited Yemen this week 
said they saw tanks which 
appeared to be of Russian ori- 
gin and were formerly sta- 
tioned along the borders of 
Oman and Saudi Arabia. They 
were supporting four southern 
army units of unknown size 
which were being rushed to 
Sayun, they added. 

The latest reports oversha- 
dowed the 19-page agreement 
signed by political leaders in 
Aden covering the main differ- 
ences between Mr. Saleh and 
Mr. Beedh. 

It includes timetables for 
such issues as removal of the 
armed forces from the main 
cities, the arrest of people sus- 
pected of political murders and 
greater decentralisation — all 
among the main YSP de- 
mands. 


(Continued from page 1) 
flict." 

Mr. Sharaa said President 
Assad reiterated that there 
would be no real peace if the 
solution does not cover all par- 
ties to the conflict. 

“High hopes have been put 
on the results of the summit," 
said Mr. Sharaa. 

Mr. Sharaa told reporters 
that the “ball is in the Israeli 
court” after the summit, and 
bilateral talks in Washington 
next week will show Israel’s 
real intentions and “serious- 
ness of its desire for peace." 

Heads of the delegations are 
to resume the talks for the first 
time since September. 

Mr. Assad called for a com- 
prehensive peace with Israel 
during a joint press conference 
with Mr. Ginton in Geneva 
after the summit Sunday. 

Mr. Sharaa said the Syrians 
were astonished by “the con- 
tradictory official Israeli reac- 
tions" to the summit. He said 
Syria had expected "a very 
favourable reception (by 
Israel) of what was announced 
during the summit." 

Israel's unclear reaction 
makes Syria have doubts about 
Israel’s intentions regarding a 
“just and comprehensive 
peace" in the Middle East, 
based on United Nations Re- 
solutions. Mr. Sharaa said. _ 
“We were expecting a big 
welcome to what was 
announced in the wake of the 
summit between die two presi- 
dents," he said. "Instead of 
that we are hearing statements 
on a referendum and demands 
for more. 

“All of this makes us doubt 
the real intentions of the 
Israelis in achieving just 
peace,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Tuesday grud- 
gingly accepted Mr. Assad’s 
statements on peace as a basis 
for continued negotiations but 
cautioned the Israeli publi 
that the cost of peace w» .i 
Syria could be higher than it 
had expected (see separate 
Story) 


Taba talks resume; little progress 


Damascus radio also slam- 
med Israel’s announcement 
that a referendum may be held 
over the Golan Heights before 
any significant withdrawal. 

“Syrian land will remain Sy- 
rian and will not be subject to 
bargaining," the radio said. 

It accused Israel of "being 
evasive, by casting doubt on 
Syria's peaceful intentions and 
wanting to organise a referen- 
dum over the Golan.” 

The radio said Israeli leaders 1 
had already “wasted several 1 
opportunities to contribute to 
peace." 

The “very rare opportunity” 
created by the Geneva summit 
“will suffer the same fate if the 
Israelis ... fail to withdraw fully 
from the Golan,” it warned. 

The Lebanese and Syrian 
presidents are scheduled to 
meet Wednesday in Damascus 
to discuss the results of the 
Geneva summit. 

President Elias Hrawi, 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and Parliament Speaker Nabih- 
Berri will attend the talks. 

President Assad and Mr. 
Hrawi spoke by telephone 
Monday and the two agreed to 
bold the meeting, an official 

renouncement said in Beirut. 
At least two radio stations 
earlier Tuesday said Mr. Hariri 
was on his way to Damascus. 
Those reports proved false. 
TTie confusion was the result of 
speculation by local reporters. 

Mr. Hariri said Monday the 
U.S. -Syrian summit had 
“opened a new page” in the 
Middle East that could lead to 
comprehensive peace. 

The prime minister was 
briefed Sunday night by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher during a tele- 
phone conversation. 

Although Mr. Assad specifi- 
cally mentioned Resolution 
425 during the joint news con- 
ference with Mr. Ginton after 
the summit. The U.S. presi- 
dent did not refer to the U.N. 
decision on Lebanon. 

That sparked media specula- 
tion in Beirut that Lebanon 
was pot given adequate prior- 
ity at the talks. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syria to the peace process.” 

“I don’t see any reason for 
negative effects. I only see 
positive effects," he said. 

A member of the Israeli 
team, asked not to be identi- 
fied, said the Israelis were 
awaiting directives on how the 
Syrian development would in- 
fluence the Palestinian-Israeli 
talks. 

Dr. Shaath said the Palesti- 
nians viewed the Syrian role as 
positive, because he expected 
the implementation of- U.N. 
resolutions mandating, the re- 
turn of territory occupied dur- 
ing the 1967 Middle East war, 
which includes the Golan 
Heights. 

“This is a precedent for our 
permanent negotiations two 
years from now,” Dr. Shaath 
said. 

Dr. Shaath said the Palesti- 
nians would be in Washington 
at the end of the month when 
Israel resumes talks with the 
Syrians as well as Jordan and 
Lebanon. Israel has expressed 
reservations about the need to 
be in Washington while the 
talks In Taba continued. 

Meanwhile, both sides re- 
ported progress on the handing 
over of civilian authorities to 
the Palestinians. Dr. Shaath 
said 35 of 38 areas of responsi- 
bility had been succesfully 
negotiated. ^ 

“One of the things we are 
finishing this week is the trans- 
fer of economic powers,” he 


said. 

Israeli team spokesman Ami 
Gluska said the number was 
not quite that high, but said at 
least 17 areas had been negoti- 
ated. He said the bard points 
included water rights, trans- 
portation, education and 
health. 

The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), which is opposed to 
the Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
said Tuesday President Assad 
had changed his position on 
peace with Israel. 

PELP leader George Habash 
saicK^a new -Syrian position 
exists, which President Assad 
expressed as he explained his 
concept of peace, which is a 
comprehensive peace (with 
Israel)." 

Mr. Assad called for a 
“peace of the brave" with 
Israel at a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Ginton after the 
two leaders met in Geneva. 

Dr. Habash said he did not 
expect the summit to have 
"negative effects" on the 
FFLP*s activities, because the 
group operated mainly in the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 

On Monday, another 
Damascuss-based group, the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP), 
said it was “satisfied" with Mr. 
• Assad’s position at the Geneva 
summit because the Syrian 
leader “reaffirmed his attach- 
ment to U.N. resolutions.” 


Israelis wound 14 Palest ini a n s 


(Continued from page I) 
north, two young Palestinians 
were slightly wounded on 
Tuesday when Israeli border 
guards opened fire at stone- 
throwers, witnesses sftid. 

In Gaza City, three Palesti- 
nians aged between 12 and 16 
were shot and wounded by' 
Israeli troops during clashes 
near a school. 

Earlier, an Israeli civilian 
was seriously wounded when a 
Palestinian man knifed him at 
the Erez crossing point be- 
tween Israel and the Gaza 
Strip, military officials said. 

On Friday an Israeli was 
fatally stabbed at the same 
crossing and another civilian 
wounded before soldiers shot 
dead the Palestinian. Hamas 
claimed the attack. 

Some 1,500 Palestinians 
took part in a commemorative 
ceremony in Gaza City on 
Tuesday for a member of the 
Islamic Jihad group killed in 


East Jerusalem on Jan. 6 after, 
allegedly attacking and wound- 
ing an Israeli soldier. < 

Four Israeli soldiers were 
wounded, one of them serious- 
ly, when a grenade was thrown 
at uiem on Monday in Rafah, 
in the south of the Gaza Strip, 
military and Palestinian 
sources said. 

A military spokesman said 
the soldiers were on foot patrol 
at the rime. 

Other soldiers opened fire in 
the direction of the attacker, 
but nobody was hit. 

The army sealed off the area 
and launched a manhunt. 

More than 1 ,000 people took 
part in a demonstration to 
commemorate the death of the 
Hamas member shot dead by 
soldiers on Friday. 

Israeli officials said the 
Israeli treasury had allocated 
$30 million to improve security 
in Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Petra Tours — Cyprus Airways hold a 
party in honour of Jordanian travel and 
tourist agents for 1993 

AMMAN — Petra Tours, general agents of the Cyprus 
Airways in Jordan, last month organised a lunch at Forte 
Grande Hotel in Amman in honour of distinguished travel and 
tourist agents in Jordan. 

Petra Tours managers voiced their appreciation of the 
agents' efforts during 1993. The managers outlined to the 
audience the general future travel and tourist plans and the 
significant role played by Cyprus Airways in view of its central, 
geographical location linking Europe with the Gulf and the 
Middle East. 

It is noreworthy that Cyprus Airways operates two weekly 
flights between Cyprus and Amman during the winter and 
three flights in summer. 
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U.S., Israel sign hi-tech 
cooperation agreement 


TEL AVIV (R) ~ Israel and 
the United States signed an 
agree mem Tuesday to hnost 
joint high-technology coopera- 
tion for commercial profit. 

l>. S. Secretary of Commerce 
Ron Brown, who signed the 
memorandum of understand- 
ing in occupied Jerusalem 
establishing the LLS. -Israeli 
Science and Technology Com- 
mission. said the move should 
■'give pause to own competi- 
tors around the world." 

"It will bring together some 
of the world's finest and most 
innovative minds in wavs that 
will generate new products and 
new technologies." he said. 

Plans for the 14-memher 
commission — government 
officials hacked h\ an advisory 
hoard of academic and indust- 
rial experts — were first 
announced by U.5. President 
Bill Clinton and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 


March. 

The group's stated aims are 
to encourage U-S. and Israeli 
industries to undertake joint 
high-technology projects, 
boost scientific exchanges, 
promote the development of 
technologies and assist in 
adapting military technology 
for civilian use. 

“Lest there he any mistake, 
this commission is not about 
aid. it is about profit." Mr. 
Brown said at the signing cere- 
mony. 

“The commission we create 
today will strengthen private 
sector economics in Israel and 
the United States." he said. 

Mr. Brown is on a week-long 
Middle East visit to discuss 
with Arab and Israeli leaders 
expanded commercial develop- 
ment in the region following 
the signing in September of the 
Israel-PLO peace deal. 

He has alreudv visited Saudi 


Ar ibia and Jordan, and was 
dui to hold talks in Egypt on 
Th trsday and Friday. 

At a news conference after 
(he signing ceremony. Mr. 
B-own called the Arab League 
hovcott of firms with business 
links with Israel an “anachron- 
ism" now that the Middle East 
is headed towards peace. 

Mr. Brown said he planned 
to meet Wednesday Palesti- 
nian leaders and business ex- 
ecutives from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"! think that is an important 
message to send — that the 
United States is very con- 
cerned about economic de- 
velopment in the West Bank 
and Gaza." he said. “It is 
important to reach out and 
indicate that we know that 
there is much need for econo- 
mic development, for creating 
a mechanism... to receive 
(donor funds)." 


Some Russian banks halt cash dollar 
sales as rouble falls to 1,650 per dollar 


MOSCOW (R) — Russians 
crumbled to buy dollars Tues- 
day on fears of economic chaos 
after reform chief Yegor 
Gaidar's resignation, forcing 
some banks lo stop cash dollar 
sides and pushing the rouble 
further down. 

The rouble was quoted as 
low as 1.650 per dollar at the 
All Russian' Exchange Bank 
and 1.640 at Mezhkomhnnk. 
far below Tuesday's rate of 
1.504 on the Moscow Inter- 
bank Currency Exchange 
(MICEX), itself a record low 
for the exchange. 

“The souring dollar rale is a 
sign that people want reforms, 
it is a sign that people want 
Gaidar and his policies." said 
dealer Oleg Martincnko from 
Dialog Bank. He said the bank 
had stopped cash sales to 
clients until Wednesday. 

Grandmothers. . business- 
men and ordinary Russians 
had stormed exchange offices 


to buy dollars after the rouble 
tumbled 7.3 per cent on 
MICEX to 1.504 from Mon- 
day's 1.402. 

This represents u 21 per cent 
loss so far this year and com- 
pared to a level" of 415 at the 
start of 1993. 

“Everyone is buying dollars 
— from grannies with cash 
only enough to buy SI0-S20 to 
mafia smugglers who come 
here and buy thousands of 
dollars." said Larisa Tsibko. 
an official at a currency office 
run by Moskovsky Bank. 

“Demand is just soaring, if 
it weren't for the limits we've 
set on sales, the people would 
have cleaned all the dollars wc 
have." she told Reuters. 

Economists said a long run 
on the rouble could wreck Rus- 
sia's already flimsy economy 
and drain hard currency re- 
serves now standing at around 
S4.5 billion. 

Dealers said the cental bank. 


which poured S3(K) million into 
the market to support the rou- 
ble last week alone, sold a 
further S23 million Tuesday. In 
the absence of fresh money 
from the West, some bankers 
Fear the hank may find it hard 
to stop the run on the curren- 
cy. 

Dealers feared the rouble 
could go into free-fall on fears 
of hyperinflation if monetarist 
Finance Minister Boris 
Fyodorov also quit. 

Mr. Fyodorov said Monday 
he would stay only if Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
dumped his sworn enemy, cen- 
tral bank chairman viktor 
Gcradshchcnko, and conserva- 
tive deputy premier Alexander 
Zaveryuka — a condition un- 
likely to he accepted. 

Mr. Gaidar, hitherto the 
symbol of the government's 
commitment to radical change, 
resigned Sunday accusing Mr. 
Chernomyrdin of uncontrolled 


state spending behind his back. 

“The West had given money 
to Gaidare. not to Chernomy- 
rdin. Now credits will dry up. 
said dealer Alexei Zhiltsov 
from Delovaya Rossiya Bank. 
“The rouble will just keep fall- 
ing until the composition of the 
government is clear." 

Russian bankers forecast the 
rouble would Fall to 1.800 per 
dollar bv the end of this month 
and as low as 2.000 in February 
if the government fails to come 
up with a clear-cut policy state- 
ment on how- to deal with 
Russia's ailing economy. 

Economic decision-making 
has been put on hold since 
President Boris Yeltsin 
smashed a hardline revolt with 
tanks on Oct. 4. 1993. 

If reformers are heavily out- 
numbered by conservatives in 
the new government, defla- 
tionary policies could he 
shelved in favour of increased 
protectionism and higher sub- 


sidies for ailing firms — pofj. 
cies also favoured by the cei*. 
tral bank. 

“Bankers are very nervous 
because of all this uncertain, 
ty." said Vitaly Shmelyov, 
vice-president of Chj&pjon]! 
bank. “We fear 'We^'ar e 
approaching a romingj|$ttt in 
the economy." 

Before the new cris 
tion had .fallen to a iVtaomh 
low of 12 per cent in December 
and output ws showing signs of 
a slow recovery. 

The run on the rouble will 
deal a devastating blow to fra- 
gile confidence in the currency, 
achieved over a period of 
months after the centra] bank 
gradually raised its disoount 
rate to 2’l0 per cent a year from 
100 per cent last May. 

This, combined with a slow- 
down in inflation and tougher 
customs controls, produced 
positive interest rates for the 
first time in Russia’s historv. 


Bran set to ban 
-Cola again 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is set 
to ban Coca-Cola again, one 
year after the soft drink re- 
turned to the Iranian market 
for the first rime since the 1979 
revolution, a senior official has 
said. 

Mohsen Rafiqdoost, the 
head of the Foundation for the 
Needy and War Disabled, said 
Iran “would never allow the 
return of Western culture 
under the cover of economic 
prosperity." 

“God willing, we will soon 
dismantle all of the Coca- 
Cola factories throughout 
Iran." he said, quoted by the 
daily Rey. 

Mr. Rafiqdoost said Islamic 
activists had complained about 
the presence or U.S. com- 
panies in Iran to the spiritual 
guide Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

“The guidelines set by the 
leader are at the centre of all 
political, economic and cultu- 
ral activities in the Islamic re- 
public," he said. 

Islamic protesters vowed last 
week that they would force 
Coca-Cola to dismantle their 
factories. 

Mr. Rafiqdoost's foundation 
is a powerful non-profit orga- 
nisation overseeing confiscated 
properties belonging to the 
associates of the old regime 
and other Iranians who had 
allegedly accumulated wealth 
by illicit means- 

Coca-Cola made a come 
back in Iran early last year 
after it was banned following 
the revolution as a symbol of 
undesirable Western culture. 

The company, operating 
from the eastern city of Mas- 
hhad. has already been a great 
success, often outselling 
locally-produced soft drinks. 

Full-page advertisements for 
“the real thing" have been 
appearing widley in Iranian 


newspapers. The company cut 
prices by 20 per cent two 
months ago further threatening 
to bankrupt local opposition. 

Last June, the manager of a 
soft-drink firm which produces 
a Cola-like drink in Hamadan, 
eastern Iran, spoke of a “fall in 
demand for local drinks since 
Coca-Cola was distributed in 
the Iranian market." 

The decision to ban Coca- 
Cola follows increasing con- 
cern among radical groups 
here about the return of U.S. 
companies to the Islamic re- 
public. 

The Iranian authorities last 
week blocked the opening of a 
Hamburger restaurant in 
Tehran which posed as a 
branch of the American fast 
food chain McDonalds. 

Islamic protesters opposed 
to ties with the United States 
forced the postponement of 
the opening of the ‘Ravaq” 
restaurant on Jan. 6 after its 
advertising led them to believe 
it was McDonald's first branch 
in Iran. 

Ravaq had used the “M” 
logo on billboards as well as 
phrases like “universal taste" 
“First time in Iran," fuelling 
suspicions that it was McDo- 
nalds. The management de- 
nied the link. 

An official from the culture 
ministry, which leased out the 
restaurant, said last week that 
the management had been 
ordered to serve only Persian 
food. 

During an international fair 
in Tehran last December, the 
display of U.S. industrial and 
household goods also promp- 
ted opposition from Islamic 
hardliners demanding a total 
severance of bilateral ties. 

The U.S. companies made a 
strong showing in their first 
participation at a Tehran fair 
since the revolution. 
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DITHER SCRIBE 
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Answer. What the swimmers called the coven - 
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Bundesbank rejects forced rate cuts to aid economy 


FRANKFURT (R) — The 
Bundesbank said Tuesday it 
would not be forced into easing 
monetary’ policy for the sake of 
the economy, but some 
analysts see a good chance that 
German interest rates will 
come down this week. 

In its January monthly re- 
port. the central bank said it 
would continue to use carefully 
any scope for interest rate 
changes that emerged from 
economic and monetary de- 
velopments. 

“A policy of forced interest 
rate cuts motivated by econo- 
mic policy is just as much out 
of the question as is the 
attempt to find a solution for 
German economic problems in 
a mark devaluation brought 
about by interest rate cuts," it 
said. 

“The Bundesbank will, as it 
has done so far. carefully 


sound out room for manoeuvre 
on interest rates which 
emerges from the macroecono- 
mic environment." it added. 

The ba'nk's central council is 
due to meet Thursday at a 
regular fortnightly meeting to 
review policy, including in- 
terest rate levels. 

The primary task for monet- 
ry policy was the return to 
price stability, the Bundesbank 
said. “In this way it lays the 
foundation for lasting growth 
and contributes toward pro- 
tecting Germany as an indust- 
rial location." it said. 

Some economists expect the 
Bundesbank to lower interest 
rates at this week's council 
meeting even though the mark 
is at its lowest level against the 
dollar in two and a half years. 

But others forecast the cen- 
tral bank will hold rates steady 
for now. preferring to wait for 


new data on money supply and 
inflation to see whether an 
easing can be justified. 

“A falling mark is no prob- 
lem (for the Bundesbank) as 
long as it falls slowly.” Norbert 
Braems. economist at Barclays 
de Zoctc Wedd. said. 

The mark currently stands at 
over 1.75 to the dollar — the 
lowest level seen since the un- 
successful bid to topple former 
Soviet President Michael Gor- 
bachev in August 1991. 

The president of the Federa- 
tion of German Industry 
(BD1). Tyil Necker. said there 
would only be a weak recovery 
as the German economy pulled 
out of its worst recession since 
World War II. 

Mr. Necker told journalists 
in Frankfurt late Monday that 
growth would only come on 
the export front as industry 
benefited from the mark's de- 


preciation against the dollar, 
the yen and other European 
currencies and from the U.S. 
recovery. 

“Consumption will be 
seriously burdened by rising 
unemployment and only weak 
increases in incomes.” he 
added, referring to tax rises 
from the start of this year. 

Mr. Necker said investment 
activity this year would be dis- 
appointing, even if the likely 
decline would not be as sharp 
as last year's 15 per cent fall. 

Mr. Necker said the depth of 
Germany's fourth post-war re- 
cession was revealed by the 
fact that nine per cent of west 
German jobs in the industrial 
sector had been wiped out in 
the space of just 15 months< 

The west German engineer- 
ing and metals sector had lost 
eight billion marks ($4.56 bil- 
lion) within one year and east 


Japan Airlines to cut 5,000 jobs, 

halve investment over four years 

. . . 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan Air- 
lines Co. Ltd. (JAL) is to shed 
5,000 jobs during the next four 
years while slashing its planned 
investment by 400 billion yen 
($3.6 billion), the company 
said Tuesday. 

Among other measures to 
streamline management and 
improve the airline's interna- 
tional competitiveness. JAL 
said it would curtail its operat- 
ing expenses by 100 billion yen 
in the fiscal year starting in 
April. 

The troubled airline, unveil- 
ing its third restructuring plan 
within 18 months, said it would 
also transfer costs offshore 
through such steps as increased 
use of its Japan air charter 
unit, which has lower person- 
nel costs because of its 
overseas-based crew, for up to 


20 per cent of international 
flights. 

“The first key strategy will 
be build a lean and flexible 
operational structure for JAL's 
international network to maxi- 
mise profits. The second key 
element is the increase of 
domestic revenue from 30 per 
cent to 40 per cent of total 
revenues,’ - ' the company said 
in a statement. 

JAL, which suffered a pre- 
tax loss of almost 54 billion yen 
last year, maintained its fore- 
cast for a loss of 30 billion yen 
in the year to March. The 
airline also kept its sales fore- 
cast of 970 billion yen un- 
changed, but said its “basic 
aim" was to restore revenue to 
1.000 billion yen. 

The mid-term plan envisages 
the market for international 


passenger services to grow at 
an annual rate of between four 
per cent and seven per cent 
between now and 1997, with 
JAL's capacity expanding by 
an annual average of six per 
cent. 

JAL said it would expand 
South East Asian routes, espe- 
cially long-haul services and 
flights to China, while starting 
new daily services to Europe 
and across the Pacific. But 
some Asian routes and pre- 
dominantly tourist routes, such 
as Hawaii, Micronesia and Au- 
stralia, will be transferred to 
subsidiary airlines. 

Domestic demand is ex- 
pected to grow at an annual 
rate of between four per cent 
and five per cent in the same 
period. JAL said it would 
boost capacity by nine per 


cent, aiming to secure' a third 
share of the local market . 'Which 
is currently dominated by AH 
Nippon Airways Ltd. (ANA). 

The proposed reduction in 
jobs from 22,000 to 17,000 
would be achieved by trimming 
administration, more subcon- 
tracting, changes in cabin crew 
manning and other methods of 
in-flight services handling. 

“The reductions will be 
made by temporarily transfer- 
ring staff to other companies, 
establishing new subsidiaries, 
putting a hold on recruitment 
and voluntary retirement," the 
statement said. 

JAL said planned invest- 
ment between 1994 and 1997 
would be cut from 840 billion 
yen to 440 billion yen with the 
company introducing only 28 
new aircraft. 
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German industry, still recover- 
ing from the economic effects 
of German unification in 1990. 
remained thinly spread over 
the country. 

West German gross domes- 
tic product contracted by a 
record 1.9 per cent in 1993. 

Mr. Necker said that, even if 
there were economic growth 
this year, unemployment 
would rise and bring social 
problems with it. “Rising un- 
employment is the most se- 
rious threat to our social stabil- 
ity.” he added. 

Mr. Necker said Germany 
was in a cost crisis and in this 
context he welcomed the shift- 
ing emphasis within German 
unions, which have recently 
accepted lower pay rises in 


return for greater job security 
and work time flexibility. 

The latest two per cent wage 
rise for the German Chemicals 
sector was important, not 
simply for the headline pay 
increase figure but rather be- 
cause of the introduction of a 
broader corridor for working 
hours and lower pay for new 
employees. 

"There has been a rethink 
within the union,” Mr. Necker 
said. 

Referring to eastern Ger- 
many, Mr. Necker said pur- 
chasing power was increasing 
and there were dear signs of 
improvement in the construc- 
tion. printing, food, trade and 
crafts sectors. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY 19, 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Sun enters Aquarius as the 
Taurus Moon squares the Sun 
and Venus us you eagerly wish lo 
force some issues that had best 
be left in peace at the moment. 
Delays now offers opportunities 
you cun utilize later. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make it a point to get together 
with the most powerful indi- 
vidual you know and work out 
business and civic affairs effi- 
ciently so that you gel approval 
of all quickly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Getting personal matters hand- 
led properly is very important 
now. Go to key people and come 
to a perfect understanding of 
what must be accomplished. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can start an upswing in all of 
your affairs and get the admira- 
tion of those you love by having 
private talks with authorities and 
experts who give ideas for early 
advancement. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 lo 
July 2 1 ) Associates and allies arc 
very helpful now m showing you 
how to advance more quick Vy. 
Listen carefully and follow 
through with ideas thereby gain- 
ing prestige and gnod will as 
well. 

LEO: (July 22 lo August 21) You 
will gain prestige and promotion 
if you arc particularly careful in 
handling your particular tasks 
since rhosc higher-up arc watch- 
ing you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You arc highly inspired 


how to get wishes today, so be 
sure to carry through with ideas. 
Think better of others, be amus- 
ing. accept invitations extended 
kindly. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You will be impressed 
with how seriously others take 
their work and opportunities to 
advance, see that you follow suit 
for your success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23. to 
November 21) Get shopping 
done in the company of wise 
friends and also be sure you 
confer with associates in order to 
work out a better method of 
operating in joint interests. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21 ) Make the effort 
to find simpler methods that wiH 
also mean economy and you will 
be more successful and cfBocnl in ibe 
future. 

CAPRICORN: ( December 22 to 
January 20) It is important to do 
something nice for others now so 
that they will like and appreciate 
you. Entertain them in the way 
they like best and be happy 
yourself. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Take every oppor- 
tunity today to show kin that you 
arc devoted to them even though 
it is necessary that you be out in 
the business world so much, of 
the time, or at varied activities. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
2(1) Ideal day to be with allies to 
thrash out mutual problems. 
Telephone or correspond with 
(hose not easily available. Be 
sociable tonight. 
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ACROSS 
1 Strike SghUy 

‘Lege 

S "A B«B tor — " 
>3 The younger 
Guthrie 
14 Draft win« 
iSTakantuji 
16 Grind 
l7Kdn 

is — Boom* Luc* 
19 Approved 
21 Milo native 
23 Trumpet cues m 
EtntMhan 

drama 

ZS Actor Beany 
26 Upper crust 
28 Grin and — 

33 CoUege 
contemporary 

37 Shfle turner 
36 EH 

3B Moral standard 
41 Stacker—- 
*2 Kantntna and 
Pavlova 

44 "Th* — of Joe 
Tynan {1379 
1 4m) 

46 Note saver? 

48 Happen agam 

49 Twe 

Si ‘ — -flub, three 
m e n >n a tub" 

55 Calgary native 
W Black, pref 

6 1 Excuse 

62 BWtcol kingdom 
64 Dtaskyi word 
05 Moon vaUm 

W Aooui 

ffiT Mm* entrance 

MPBot 

W— •CO-weB 
TO Com* Lous 

DOWN 

1 Ktti s vendue 

2 Pan of Ear 

3 Pacific iMtnd 
native 

4 - Chan*) 
(canvMfti or*) 

5 Literary 
COtkKUOn 

6 interlock 



' ***** b* 


7 Devil 
B Covered 
M'safleways 
9 Paitiam, place 
lOjaz — 

11 Japanese etty 

12 Draft annuls 
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China nabs 90,000 firms for tax evasion 


BEIJING (R) — A narion- 
widccampaign against tax eva- 
sion. financial irregularities 
and illegal price hikes in 1993 
uncovered 15.4 billion yuan 
($1.77 billion) and resulted in 
fines on S9.95U firms, the Peo- 
ple's Daily said Tuesday. 

It said the 1993 figure was 
78.4 per cent higher than that 
in 1992 and 9.0ft billion yuan 
(Si-04 billion) of the money 
had already been recovered. 

As well as the firms, 18.149 
people were found uuilty of 
varying offences. Of these! 472 
offenders were found guilty of 
more than one million v’uan 
(SI 15.000) of evasion. 


Ii said 47 people were disci- 
plined by the Communist Party 
and cases involving 32 N were 
given to legal authorities. 

This year. China has laun- 
ched a major reform of its tax 
system to try to hring more 
revenue into the central gov* 
ernment. 

As China pushes ahead with 
far-reaching financial reforms, 
the country's official auditing 
body is being forced to step up 
effors to counter possible 
abuses and graft. Xinhua said 
Tuesday. 

The principal task of the 
State Audit Administration in 
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iy<M will be to check for illegal 
transmissions of capital funds 
in financial departments, the 
news agency quoted Auditor- 
General Lu Peijian as saying. 

At the same time, the admi- 
nistration will have its hands 
full trying to monitor the 
burgeoning construction pro- 
jects involving large-scale 
domestic and overseas invest- 
ments. 

One-third of the major state 
projects currently under con- 
struction will have to be au- 
dited every year . Mr. Lu said. 


to verify that investment is 
being "directly and rationally 
applied to its designated uses." 

For overseas-funded con- 
struction projects, standard au- 
dit reports will be submitted to 
foreign investors in line with 
international practices, he 
added. 

In the last 10 years, the 
auditing body has uncovered 
cases involving a total of 22.8 
billion yuan illegally pocketed 
after being raised for various 
state financial departments. 
Xinhua said. 


ABC chief says Gulf needs 
Arab, non-Arab bank funding 


Vietnam becomes major 
producer of cashew nuts 

HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam has hecome amajor world produce 
of cashew nuts, with output of 35 .tMMl tonnes worth and exports 
worth $30 millions in 1993. the Saigon newspaper has said. 

This year producers, mainly in the .south, plan output of 60.000 
tonnes and exports worth $50 million, the newspaper added, 
which would make Vietnam the world's second producer after 
India. 

There are 23 factories in Vietnam employing lO.otX) workers 
processing cashew nuts which are edible only when rousted, the 
paper added. 


MANAMA (R) — Arab banks 
must actively lead internation- 
al banks into taking the place 
of deficit-struck Gulf govern- 
ments in providing for the re- 
gion's huge funding needs, the 
head of a top Arab bank said 
Monday. 

Abdullah A1 Saudi, presi- 
dent of the Bahrain-based 
Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC), said Arab banks alone 
could not provide capital fund- 
ing for oil and non-oil indust- 
rial projects, which could cost 
£25-30 billion a vear by the late 
1990s. 

"The role that leading Arab 
banks can play... is in provid- 
ing sound credit-related in- 
formation on the region and 
assuming lead roles in club 
financing and other collective 
financing with non-Arab 
banks,” Mr. Saudi said. 

He added: "Funds will be 
needed for further down- 
streaming (in the oil industry) 


and diversification., of the 
Gulf economies (away from 
oil)." 

Mr. Saudi was addressing an 
oil industry conference in 
Bahrain. 

States in the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) — Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates. Qatar 
and Oman — are facing grow- 
ing budget pressures. 

Mr. Saudi said the toial 
GCC countries’ external de- 
ficit. which followed budget 
surpluses in the 1980s. had 


averaged over $21 billion a 
year year since 1991. 

It was likely to reach $25-30 
billion by the end of the cen- 
tury despite budget-trimming 
by states, like the 20 per cent 
cut in 1994 public spending 
announced recently by Saudi 
Arabia. 

The banker said the reasons 
for the deficit included weak 
oil prices and accelerated 
capital spending both on boost- 
ing oil ourput and on efforts to 
build diversified industrial sec- 
tors. 


The Gulf region's need for. 
capital funding would rise by 
roughly the same amount as 
the combined deficits — £25-30 
billion towards the end of'the 
decade. 

The money wuid have.- to 
come chiefly from non-Arab 
banks as direct foreign invest- 
ment was likely to remain 
modest and multilateral agen- 
cies and non-Arab govern- 
ments would be more con- 
cerned with the demands of 
poorer regions. Mr. Saudi said. 


Lebanese bank deposits near $10b 


BEIRUT <R> — Lebanese 
bank deposits neared $10 bil- 
lion in 1993. central bank gov- 
ernor Riad Salameh was 
quoted Tuesday us sayir.g. 

This was an increase of ab- 
out 50 per cent on the $6.6 
billion held by the bunks at the 
end of 1992. 


Mr. Salameh told the 
Lon don- based Arabic daily A! 
Hayat Lebanon had a haiance 
□f payments surplus of around 
S7ou million in 1993. It had a 
surplus of $54 million in 1992. 

Mr. Salameh said the banks 
made good profits last year and 
increased their investments by 


about $7W) million. 

Speaking in Saudi Arabia 
during talks with officials -on 
financial cooperation betwe'en- 
the two countries. Mr. 
Salameh said Beirut's con- 
solidation of a free and open 
banking sector was the biggest 
guarantee to Arab investors. 








THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 





FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished- 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


RESTAURANT 


The only Restaurant that 
Offers real Chinese & .Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 



Club Restaurant 
Live. Piano 
Open Fridays 


y 


Every night with live music 
And vou can dance too !!! 1 


x 




Simply, The Best 

Vnhie in Amman ■Hal Amman 

2nd Circle 

IP» >i .3 . 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireei. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Oyen daily 3:30 

p.m. 

s. ft: 30- Midnight . 


\ 1 N N J 

Qc&Uuranl S Tapas 

/■>///<• I 

[ebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




] ZLUCu 


LSine 


Lrjnch & Dinner 
V days a weeV. 

Tel. 68G093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Bablsh 
AmmarvJordan 


FuJJy Serviced Flats 
' In Grand hotel style 



TALK OF THE TOWN 




OfwinlgMyFiMi 9 M PiltoltWAJI 
Except Sunday FroawJM PJH(a34» AJI 
TundayCloMd 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmcisani 






One visit will make you 
a steady , we believe!!! 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 



SZEEHWAN BARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open II JO ■ 330 & 6ffl ■ hiidmghi 


Take away is available 

Shat Al-Arab Street 
Urn Uthainah Commercial Centre 

TelJ 861174 
Cnee lasted Always LCved 


9 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is avaUabte 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




AVIS 



Open Fob Lunch & Dinner. 
For reservations call 641361 A 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlargm- 
meant 20 x 30 cm 


MAMAM1A ts 

OSN (HUM ttSOKMI 

S1M9HM-SBJ2Z ^**— K ** 1 ' 


Daily Lunch 

jS r j T TPCefctc- 


—NIGHTLY— 

FineDmmg 

and 

live Music 


Parole 


Abdoun - Jordan Supcrrr^rkel. BLDG. 
• 2rii fli>or Tel: 824677 


F/RST CLASS INDIAN 


sfeliiS 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm ' 
7.30-11^30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel. 659519 659520 


699-420 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tei: 823891 



IIAKWTEL 

,u2i|l|la 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


LONDON (R) — Following are rhe buying and sel ling ^ates for 
^ world Currencies anlgold 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


;U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3158/68 

1.7541/51 

1.9627/37 

1.4748/58 

36.47/51 

5.9508/58 

1702.3/3.8 

110/80/90 

8.1199/99 

7.5335/85 

6.7970/20 

$). 4943/53 

$393.00/393.40 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


«&, EXOTIC ^ 

AMSTERDAM g 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL fflSHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 Jftm 
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Police clamp tight grip on quake-hit Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Police 
clamped a tight grip on Los 
Angeles Tuesday, enforcing a 
dusk to dawn curfew as the city 
struggled to recover from a 
devastating earthquake that 
idHed at least 30 people and 
thousands homeless. 
’Thousands of police, rein- 
rciced by area sheriffs patrol- 
led the streets of the nation's 
second largest city into the 
e«iy hours as Chief of Police 
vCrilie Williams vowed to move 
swiftly to prevent looting. 
7 -It's going to be dealt with 
quickly, very swiftly and were 
emphatically. Chief Williams 
t&d a news conference late 
Monday. “If you try something 
ycG’re going to be arrested and 
you're going to go to jail." 

.The people of Los Angeles, 
pninmeled in recent years by a 
series of natural disasters and 


civic unrest, awoke to a major 
earthquake early Monday 
which shook houses from' their 
foundations, destroyed free- 
ways and touched off nearly 
one hundred fires. 

It was the biggest earth- 
quake to strike the dty in more 
than two decades, measuring 
6.6 on the open-ended Richter 
Scale and lasting a minute, 
interminable for a tremor. 
More than three million of the 
area's eight million residents 
felt die quake. 

Hundreds were injured and 
more than a 1,000 buildings 
were damaged as the force of 
the earth crumpled buildings 
like paper and twisted a major 
freeway overpass that trapped 
several cars. 

Los Angeles Mayor Richard 
Roirdan tried to rally the city, 
appealing for residents to stick 


••'VV. w. 



A gas main on fire throws flames into the air after it broke and 
exploded destroying nearby houses in Northridge, California, 
following the earthquake (AFP photo) 


together as they begin to re- 
build. 

“We need to stay calm and 
cool today, tomorrow and in 
the difficult days ahead. We 
are a resilient dty," he told a 
news conference. 

Gty officials begged resi- 
dents to conserve water and 
stay off the streets, many of 
which were eerily empty for a 
dty that thrives on cars. 

Police said there was only 
sporadic looting Monday and 
several arrests were made. 

“We're not going to allow 
any type of activity that occur- 
red a year and a half ago to 
occur any place in the city of 
Los Angeles.” Police ChieP 
Williams said, referring to the 
riots following the Rodney 
King beating trial. 

Only emergency workers, 
miiitaty personnel on active 
duty, or medical personnel 
would be exempted from the 
curfew order. 

All Los Angeles district 
schools will be dosed Tuesday, 
but dty workers were told to 
report for duty to help sort out 
the many problems expected to 
plague the area for the foresee- 
able future. 

More than 15,000 people 
were homeless and tent dries 
sprang up around the area as 
many feared to return to their 
damaged homes in case of 
another major earthquake. 

In abandoned fields and in 
parks, people were huddled in 
sleeping bags and tried to stay 
calm by playing cards and 
listening to music. Some were 
scrunched up in their cars 
trying to get some sleep. 

The dty set up dozens of 
shelters, including one m Hol- 
lywood high, for people whose 
homes were destroyed. The 
Red Cross appealed for dona- 
tions of food and clothing. 

More than one million 
homes lost power but officials 
at Southern California 'Edison 
said they expected to restore 
service shortly. 

Rescue workers, using soph- 
isticated equipment and dogs, 
searched throughout the night 
at a three-storey apartment 
building in Noithridge, the 
epicentre of the quake, where 
15 people perished. 

“Rescue workers will remain 
at the building until every 
square foot has been sear- 
ched,” said firefighter Mark 
Savage. “We're working as fast 
as we can.” 


Fyodorov rejects new post; Yeltsin 


Chernomyrdin seal fate of reforms 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
Finance Minister Boris 
Fyodorov Tuesday turned 
down the same post in the new 
government which Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
is trying to form, his spokes- 
woman Olga Leonova said. 

Mr. Fyodorov, an ally of 
reformer Yegor Gaidar who 
resigned Sunday, was Monday 
offered the job hut without the 
rank of deputy premier that he 
had held until now. 

He said at the time that he 
would only accept the job if 
two key centrist figures in Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's government 
— Central Bank head Viktor 
Gerashchenko and Deputy 
Premier Alexandre Zaver- 
:ukha — be dismissed. 

That condition was 
apparently not conceded. 

The development came as 
President Boris Yeltsin met 
Mr. Chernomyrdin Tuesday to 
finalise the makeup of a new 
government in which conserva- 
tives were expected to get the 
best posts. 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered the gov- 
ernment reshuffle after a new 
parliament was elected last 
month in which pro-reform 
parties failed to make the ex- 
pected strong gains while ultra- 
nationalists and Communists 
an r acted wide support. 

Mr. Gaidar, the architect of 
Russia’s frec-market reforms, 
quit Sunday as first deputy 
premier responsible for the 
economy, charging that gov- 
ernment had approved cx- 
u pendilures that ran counter to 
his tight monetary policies. 

>1 Social Welfare Minister Elia 
' Pamfilovn. the onlv woman in 


government, also resigned, cit- 
ing irresponsible government 
spending including a proposed 
plan to build a new S50U- 
million parliament building. 

The departure of "mnero- 
economists" like Mr. Fyodor- 
ov from government is causing 
concern among the country's 
business and financial corn- 


termed the "destructive " 
course of reform launched by 
Mr. Chernomyrdin and called 
on Mr. Yeltsin to appoint a 
new premier. Interfax re- 
ported. 


munitv. 

The ruble fell heavily to a 
record low point of 1 .504 to the 
dollar here Tuesday, in the 
second slump in a week follow- 
ing Mr. Gaidar’s resignation 
and ahead of Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin’s expected announcement 
of a conservative-dominated 


government. 

Meanwhile. President Yelt- 
sin and Prime Minister Cher- 
nomyrdin put the finishing 
touches on the sweeping gov- 
ernment reshuffle . 

The meeting at the Kremlin 
was to seal the fate of free- 
market reforms. 

Vadim Yegomv. spokesman 
for the Moscow Interbank Cur- 
rency Exchange, said the fall in 
the value of the currency was 
(ied (o Mr. Gaidar's resigna- 
tion from the government and 
an expected surge in govern- 
ment spending. 

“We have deep unrest on 
the money market." Mr. 
Yegorov said, adding that the 
Central Bank tried to cushion 
the fail by injecting dollars but 
was unable to meet the high 
demand for the greenback 
amid massive ruble dumping. 

The pro-reform movement 
Dcm«Kratic Russia, expecting, 
a shift inwards centrist poli- 
cies. launched an opposition 
campaign against what it 


"The policies of Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
discredit the president of Rus- 
sia. If the president does not 
want to retreat from reforms, 
he must mandate another offi- 
cial to form the government." 
leaders of the democratic 
movement said in a statement. 

Democratic Russia charged 
that Mr. Chernomyrdin 
wanted to boost his own au-‘ 
thnritv and stutisfy his political 
ambitions by eliminating 
strong leaders of reform such 
as Mr. Gaidar and Mr. Fvodor- 


In his resignation statement. 
Mr. Gaidar charged that the 
government was sabotaging re- 
form and cited an agreement to 
create a joint monetary zone 
with Belarus and the construc- 
tion project for a new parlia- 
ment building as examples of 
irresponsible government 
spending. 

Ms. Pamfilova also resigned 
to protest the policy shift of the 
new government in which con- 
servatives were expected to be 
granted the powerful posts of 
first deputy premier. 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered the gov- 
ernment reshuffle after a new 
parliament was elected last 
month in which pro-reform 
parties failed to make the ex- 
pected strong gains while ultra- 
nationalists and Communists 
picked up a considerable share 
of the vote. 


Mexican rebels seek Clinton support 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS. Mexico (Rl — Zapa- 
tista rebels who staged an up- 
rising in southern Mexico beg- 
ged' President Bill Clinton 
"Monday not to stain his hands 
with Indian blood by helping 
the Me.xicjn government mas- 


sacre peasants. 

"Troops, planes, helicop- 
ters. radar, communications 
equipment and weapons .ire 
used not to fight drug traffick- 
ers... but to repress the just 
struggle of the Mexican people 
and thc indigenous people of 
Chiapas." said a copy of a 
letter addressed to the presi- 
dent. the Congress and the 
people of the United States 
and distributed to local news 


organisations. 

"Don't stain your hands with 
our blood by being an accom- 
plice of ihc Mexican govern- 
ment." said the one-puce let- 
ter. which was dated Jan. 13 
and delivered by rebels who 
said they had brought it by- 
hand over the rugged southern 
lull country. 

The letter was signed by the 
clandestine Indigenous Re- 
volutionary Committee, which 
heads the rebel Zapatista 
National Liberation Armv 
(EZLN). 

Peace commissioner Manuel 
Camacho said he had received 
a separate letter addressed to 
the government in which the 
rebels made demands similar 


to those made previously in 

communiques sent to news 
organisations. 

“I’m returning immediately 
in Mexico City to brief the 
president... so that the EZLN 
can receive a formal response 
tomorrow morning." he said at 
a news conference in San Cris- 
tobal in the southern state of 
Chiapas. 

In u message delivered Mon- 
day to local news organisa- 
tions. the Zapatistas said: "We 
reiterate our willingness to 
take part in a dialogue to reach 
a just solution in the conflict." 

The rebels criticised the gov- 
ernment for allowing the army 
to paralyse indigenous com- 
munities - 


President Bill Clinton de- 
clared southern California a 
disaster area, freeing the way 
for federal relief aid, while 
Governor Pete Wilson mobil- 
ised over 1,500 National Guard 
troops and promised to rush 
more aid to the area. 

The dty was rocked by a 
storm of more than 200 after- 
shocks Monday and Tuesday, 
the strongest of which mea- 
sured 5.5. 

Officials, however, said de- 
spite the magnitude of the 
quake it was not the much 
feared “big one,” — an 8.0- 
magnitude quake erupting 
from the infamous San 
Andreas Fault, which could 
kill thousands and cause bil- 
lions of dollars in damage- 

But it was the most devastat- 
ing quake to hit the United 
States since the San Francisco 
earthquake of 1989, which kil- 
led 64 people. 

The Los Angeles quake 
struck at 4:31 a.m. PST (1231 
GMT) — two hours before the 
morning rush hour would have 
begun on a normal work day. 
Monday was a national holi- 
day. 

The massive earthquake was 
part of ongoing ground move- 
ment that will someday drag 
Los Angeles north toward San 
Fran ri5Co, seismologists said. 

The quake pushed the Santa 
Monica and San Gabriel 
Mountain ranges closer 
together, making the San Fer- 
nando Valley slightly narrower 
and nudging Los Angeles 
north. 

“The big picture is, it's sort 
of smashing the San Fernando 
Valley together" even if ever 
so slowly, said Jim Mori, a 
seismologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey. 

The normal speed of change 
is about a half-centimetre a 
year. How much it moved 
Monday must be determined 
from data still being collected, 
Mr. Mori said. 

The long-range forecast has 
Los Angeles moving to San 
Francisco’s location “in some- 
thing like 50 million years." 

Monday’s quake struck a 
previously unknown fault con- 
nected to the same systems 
involved in the 1987 Whittier 
Narrows earthquake but it was 
still too far away from the San 
Andreas Fault to trigger a 
more powerful quake there, 
said seismologist Lucy Jones at 
the California Institute of 



Residents look at a connector ramp off of 
Interstate 5 that collapsed onto a car and 


c laim ed the 
earthquake 


Ufe of a police officer following an 
hi California (AFP photo) 


Technology. 

As television states broad- 
cast images of the California 
earthquake devastation, the 
Red Cross switchboard in 
Miami was flooded with calls 
from survivors of 1992*s hurri- 
cane Andrew eager to repay 
the help they got. 

“We’re getting lots and lots 
of calls. We get people that 
want to volunteer clothes, 
furniture, people that want to 
go out there and volunteer," 
said Aimee Bergeron, a 
switchboard operator at the 
Greater Miami Red Cross 
Chapter. 

Ms. Bergeron said the agen- 
cy will not send volunteers 
until California Red Cross offi- 
cials make a preliminary 
assessment, and then they will 
dispatch only those with disas- 
ter training. 

The agency is accepting pay- 
ments earmarked for quake 
victims. But, mindful of the 
mounds of donated dothing 
that rotted in heaps after the 
hurricane, they are discourag- 
ing donations of cast-off clo- 
thing. “It’s not what's needed. 
They need to just sit tight and 
keep watching TV, Ms. 
Bergeron said. 

Miami's Urban Search and 
Rescue Team spent the day 
checking their equipment in 
case they were summoned to 
help. 

The squad, which belongs to 
the Miami Police, is ready to 
travel with search dogs, saws 
powerful enough to cut 


through concrete and listening 
devices designed to help locate 
people trapped under debris, 
team leader Carlos Castillo 
said. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin Tuesday sent a mes- 
sage of condolences through 
Mr. Clinton to the families of 
those killed in the Los Angeles 
earthquake. 

Mr. Yeltsin, whose message 
was distributed by his press 
service, said he was certain 
that Americans’ native deter- 
mination and toughness would 
enable them to recover quickly 
from the disaster. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand expressed his -sym- 
pathy Monday for the victims 
of the California earthquake, 
in a message to Mr. Ginton. 
presidential palace here said. 

“I would like to convey to 
you the emotion felt in France 
after the earthquake which has 
once more hit California and I 
wish to assure you of the deep 
sympathy of myself and of my 
compatriots for the unfortun- 
ate victims of this disaster,” 
Mr. Mitterrand wrote. 

Japanese stayed glued to 
their television screens over- 
night, shivers running down 
their spines, as networks ran 
dramatic footage of the Los 
Armeies earthquake. 

They knew the scenes of 
devastation caused by Mon- 
day’s earthquake in southern 
California could be duplicated 
on Japanese soil at any time. 
• Like Los Angeles, the heavi- 


ly populated Tokyo region is a 
seismic high danger zone 
where, scientists say, a huge 
killer quake is likely sooner 
rather than later. 

Despite Japan's huge seis- 
mological resources, no-one 
can say when that jolt might 
come. “With the technology 
we have today, it is impossible 
to predict when and where a 
major earthquake could 
occur,” Hiroshi Araya, of the 
Central Meteorological Agen- 
cy, said Tuesday. 

Los Angeles had no warning 
of the most powerful quake to 
rock the city in more than 20 
years. 

It was scary stuff for 
Japanese viewers who are con- 
stantly reminded of their own 
country's unusual vulnerabil- 
ity. Japan, at the meeting point 
of two tectonic plates, is rock- 
ed each year by one-tenth of 
the world’s major earthquakes,' 
seismologists say. 

Experts have been trying to 
find a foolproof way of predict- 
ing the next “big one” — a 
seemingly overdue killer quake 
like the 7.9-magnitude shock 
which devastated Tokyo in 
1923, claiming more than 
140.000 lives. 

“We have constantly been 
striving to improve our predic- 
tion ability,'’ said Shigeo Mori, 
of the meteorological agency. 
“But this Los Angeles earth- 
quake has certainly prompted 
us to think more about the 
need for sophisticated predic- 
tion technology." 



Russian troops should stay in CIS— Kozyrev 


MOSCOW. (R) — Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev said 
Tuesday that Russian troops should not be totally withdrawn 
from the former Soviet republics because the region was of 
“vital interest” to Russia. In remarks certain to spark alarm in 
the Baltics as well as the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS), Mr. Kozyrev said a complete pull-out would 
cause a “security vacuum" that would be filled by forces 
hostile to Russian interests. ITAR-TASS news agency said he 
made his comments to a meeting of Russian ambassadors in 
Moscow. Mr. Kozyrev said a balance had to be found between 
a complete withdrawal of Russian forces and a foil military 
presence. It was unclear if he ws suggesting Russian troops 
should stay in Latvia and Estonia, two Baltic states which still 
have Russian soldiers on their soil. With the exception of the 
Baltics, Russia has agreements with virtually all the members 
of the CIS to maintain some of its troops on their territory. But 
the remarks of the dovish foreign minister were unusual in that 
they put an emphasis on the need to protect Russian interests 
there rather than boost the security of these territories. 


are dying or leaving the hospitals,” said an official at the 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital. About 10,000 doctors 
walked out of public hospitals last Wednesday demanding the 
government implement higher wages and better job security 
before they returned, medical sources said. The sources said 
the government had promised to consider the Bangladesh 
Medical Association's demands, but several meetings between 
doctors and health officials have so far failed to resolve the 


crisis. 


Former S. Korean premier dies 


King’s widow warns of 'arms race’ 


ATLANTA (R) — Coretta Scott King, widow of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.. Monday characterised the rising tide of 
violent crime and guns in America as "an arms race" routed in 
the spiritual and moral decay of the country's young. But in a 
speech at the church where her husband once preached. Mrs. 
King commemorated the anniversary of the late civil rights 
leader's birth with praise for recent gun buyback programmes 
and words of hope for Americans as a whole. Mrs. King 
appeared as part of the ninth commemoration of the U.S. 
holiday marking the birth of Martin Luther King. The 
ceremony, held at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in downtown 
Atlanta where King was pastor, came at a time when many in 
the civil rights community are expressing fears that King's 
birth is in danger of becoming a “black holiday.” Kinjg was 
slain by an assassin on April 4. 1968. while leading a strike by 
sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee. James Earl Ray 
pleaded guilty to King's murder and is serving a 99-year prison 
sentence. President Ginton praised the slain dvil rights leader 
Monday as “our nation's most challenging and eloquent voice 
for human rights and human potential.” But other black 
leaders complained that Mr. Clinton's administration has 
failed to deliver on its promises in the battle for civil rights. 


HONOLULU (R) — Former South Korean Prime Minister 
Chung n*Kwon died of cancer at a hospital in Hawaii, the 
South Korean consulate in Honolulu said. The 77-year-old 
Chung, who served as general commander during the 1950-53 
Korean War. had undergone treatment for lymph cancer in 
both Hawaii and Washington in recent years. He served as 
foreign minister and ambassador to the United States, as well 
as prime minister under former military strongman Park 
Chung-Hec from 1964 to 1970. Gen. Chung died ar 5:10 a.m. 
local time, said Park Pil Chccn. South Korea's consul in 
Honolulu. He is survived by his wife. Park Hye-Soo. and four 
children. His body is scheduled to be flown to Seoul 
Wednesday for burial at the national cemetery, family 
members said. 


Hundreds protest N. Ireland accord 


Biggest Japan scandal claims new victims 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's bribery and bid-rigging scandal 
claimed new victims Tuesday when prosecutors raided the 
offices of Obayashi Corp, the country's fourth biggest builder, 
and arrested two senior executives. Company officials said 
Juichi Konishi. in charge of Obayashi's branch office in 
Sendai, northern Japan, was arrested by prosecutors after 
reports he bribed Sendai's mayor with 10 million yen ($90,000) 
to win a public works contract. Prosecutors also arrested Vice 
President Kureaki Hagihara on the same charge, the company 
officials said. The two are the latest construction industry 
executives to be nabbed in a roundup that already has netted 
more than 30 men from seven other big-name firms. 


BELFAST (AFP) — Several hundred people attended a rally 
in Portadown, County Armagh, late Monday to protest last 
month’s landmark Anglo-Irish accord promoting a new peace 
process in Northern Ireland. The demonstration, called bv the 
Reverend lan Paisley — hardline leader of the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP), was the first in a scries to be staged to 
protest the initiative signed on Dec. 15 at British Prime 
Minister John Major’s Downing Street office. Portadown 
Town Hall was packed with more people standing outside to 
hear Rev. Paisley and his DUP Deputy Peter Robinson launch 

a scathing attack on the British and Irish governments and 

the Ulster Unionist Party, which has supported the agreement. 
Despite assurances in the declaration that there will be no 
change to the constitution of Northern Ireland without a 
ballot, the hardline unionists feel their position has been 
sold out to the nationalists who want a united Ireland. Rev 
Paisley accused Mr. Major of giving in to the terrorists, saying 
the Downing Street declaration had struck a fatal blow to real 
peace, stability and democracy. 


Burma may release Aung San Suu Kyi 


Over 100 die as Bangladesh doctors strike 


7~ n A lc “ der of Bur ma’s military junta has 
hinted that Nobel Peace Pnzc winner and democratic move- 
ment leader Aung San Suu Kyi, now under house arrest, could 
be freed in July, according to a Japanese newspaper. Khin 
Nyunt. first secretary of the State Law and Order Restoration 
Giuncil (SLORC), and the regime's number two, told 
Japanese journalists that the question would be “dealt with in 
accordance with existing law” which limits the duration of a 
house arrest to five years. Aung San Suu Kvi 48 
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(NLD) was arrested on July 20. 1989. sinS when sFe has S 

under house arrest in her Rimennn . . _ . 


DHAKA (R) — More than 100 patients have died without 
treatment and sick and injured arc deserting hospitals across 
Bangladesh as a national strike by doctors enters its seventh 
day. Hundreds of patients were being helped by friends and 
relatives to abandon wards at about 25 government hospitals 
across the country. “Nobody seems to care for us,” said a 
disgruntled man taking his sick mother out of a Dhaka 
hospital. Hospital sources said more than 100 patients had 
died through lack of treatment during the strike. “The patients 


’ . v — r 1 11 ' wnen sne nas been 

under house arrest in her Rangoon home for associating with 
anti-government rebels." The Asahi daily newsnaDer 
fd Ihc Burmese leader, talking to a* groTo^Sa 
Japanese journalists, had not explicitly said that she woSh h! 
re cased. Asked <o confirm .bar Suu Kyi would ta rcTeasid^ 
July, as cited by Japan s Yomiuri daily, he replied: “I SSfJ! 
more to say . Wc arc not creating a new law ( lo deal with Va 
bm are deahng wirh ,hc matter in accordaU ^h eldn^ 


Oldest person in 
Japan turns 115 


TOKYO (AFP) — The oldest 
person in Japan marked her 
115th birthday Tuesday at a 
home for the elderly in the 
central Japanese city of 
Nagoya. Born in Nagoya in 
1887, Ikai had a daughter and 
three sons but all of them have 
died. She has two grandchil- 
dren and four great grandchil- 
dren. officials said. She has 
been bedridden after suffering 
a stroke at the age of 109. In 
Japan, the number of people 
aged 100 or older hit a record 
4.802 last September, of whom 
80.4 per cent or 3.859 were 
women, according to the 
Health and Welfare Ministiy. 
The number of centenarians 
has surged 31.4 fold since the 
survey began in 1963 and tri- 
pled in the last decade. The 
ministry officials said the old- 
est age on record in Japan was 
120 vears and seven months. 



In China arts, 
vulgarity 
subsidises 
the sublime 


BEIJING (R) — China’s 
booming southern province of 
Guangdong has slapped a vul- 
garity tax on karaoke dubs, 
hallrooms and simitar cultural 
activities to get money to help 
promote long- neglected fine 
arts. Karaoke crooning. Sac- 
charine pop videos. Mawkish 
fashion shows in smoky supper 
dubs — such is the state of 
culture in consumption-crazed 
China. Now. the official 
Xinhua News Agency said 
Tuesday. Guangdong was 
trying to change a ‘cultural 
desert" with the help of a three 
per cent vulgarity tax. "The 
reform and opening drive has 
made Guangdong and econo- 
mic giant." Xinhua said from 
the provincial capital Guang- 
zhou. "But its cultural de- 
velopment has long lagged be- 
hind. with pop music and vul- 
gar video shows flooding the 
nrovince." Local Communist 
Party chief Xie Fei ordered 
three per cent of revenues’ 
from ballrooms, karaoke clubs 
and pop music concerts put in, 
special funds “for the creating 
and performing of serious and 
folk arts.” Xinhua said the 
scheme was working, though 
it did not say how much money 
had been collected. “Guang- 
dong has earmarked huge sums 
to host varied ‘art festivals^., 
build performing and exhibt- ; 
"tidri halls and improve all kiikfc-' 
of arts facilities.” it said. The 
scheme also provides subsidies 
to performing troupes of se- 
rious music, folk song and 
dance, theatre and local opera. 


Schoolchildren 
asked to stitch 
up patients 


GLASGOW (R) — An over- 
worked hospital doctor mis- 
took two 15-year-old school- 
children for medical students' 
and drafted them to help stitch 
wounds on his patients. The 
boy and girl were undergoing 
work experience at a Glasgow 
hospital when they were asked,, 
separately, to help. The doctor- 
had nor been introduced to the 
pair, who were wearing white 
coats. The doctor began stitch- 
ing the wounds of a patient 
and. assuming the boy was z 
medical student, asked him to 
put in a stitch. Later, on 
another patient, he made the. 
same mistake with the giri. 
“Understandably, neither pupil 
was able to complete the 
stitch." a hospital spokesman 
said. 


Greenpeace says 
It almost got 
nuclear missile 


LONDON (R) — Environ- 
mental group Greenpeace said 
it nearly acquired a nuclear 
missile from a Soviet soldier in ’ 
eastern Germany in 1991. bat 
lost contact with him just be- 
fore the unsuccessful coup in 
Moscow. Spokeswoman Blair 
Pasele said Greenpeace told 
the story to the authors of a 
book on nuclear proliferation, j 
in which the details appear. - 
The soldier was a senior lieute- . 
nant guarding nuclear weapons 
at a base south of Berlin. Dis- 
illusioned. he offered to sell 
Greenpeace a Scud missile- 
armed wuh its nuclear warhead - 
for 500.WX) marks ($285,000) - 
and political asylum. 


All creatures 
great and 
small blessed 
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Madrid (R) - a baby ikm - 

joined canaries, snails, cats’... 
and dogs in from of Saints 
Anthony s church in central 
Madrid for the annual blessing . 
of the a n i m m s . a tradition 
which dates from I7WI. About 
People gathered to watch# 
u priest sprinkle holy water 
over the unusual congregation. 
The animals and their proud 
owners then paraded through..- 
The streets of the capiral. r 
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Long-shot winner 
joins Globetrotters 


Lps" SNGELES ' (AFP) — 
Dak Calhoun made a fortune 
on one basketball shot and 
now be is making the sport a 
career^' 

Calhoun sank a basket from 
22.8! metres last April at a 
Chicago Bulls game to win one 
million, dollars as part of a 
promotion. 

Now! he has quit a sales job 
that paid just five dollars an 
hour .-JO join the Harlem 
Globetrotter as a shooting 
guards 

“I never dreamed I would be 
a Harlem Globetrotter.” 
Calhoun said. “It was some- 
thing beyond my dreams. I'm 
really-excited.” 

Calhoun’s legendary shot 
brought him $50,000 a year for 
the next 20 years. He sought an 
. NBA ttyout'but never received 
a chance. Calhoun’s notoriety 


brought interest from the 
Globetrotters, and his attitude 
impressed executives of the 
clowning squad and earned 
him a second chance. 

Calhoun was invited to the 
team's development camp and 
last month received the co- 
veted red, white and blue oni- 
form. He joined a Globetrotter 
squad in Spain, signing a one- 
year contract. 

. *n doing something I en- 
joy,” Calhoun said. “I'm hav- 
ing a great time bringing happi- 
ness to people.” 

Marvin Walters, player per- 
sonnel director for the 
Globetrotters, said Calhoun 
can only make the team a 
career by improving his ball 
handling and shooting, million- 
dollar shot or not. 

"Let’s face it. That was 
luck,” Calhoun said. 
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British official faces blackmail inquiry 

LONDON (AFP) — British athletics promotions officer Andy 
Norman is to face an inquiry into allegations that he 
blackmailed Sunday Times journalist Cliff Temple, who 
committed suicide. The British Athletics Federation (BAF) 
investigation will be internal, despite a demand from the 
British Athletics Writers' Association (BAWA) that it should 
be independent and judicial. Last year BAF chairman 
Professor Perer Radford conducted an internal probe into 
- Norman after a complaint from the Sunday Times and he 
escaped punishment. Explaining the federation's decision to 
hold another internal inquiry. BAF spokesman Tony Ward 
said: "It’s a matter between an employer and an employee.” 
The BAWA had demanded that Norman be suspended while 
any investigations were carried out. but the federation have 
also rejected this, saying that Norman will continue in his role 
while the investigation takes place. The BAFs management 
board will meet Feb. 4. when Norman's role will be discussed. 

•German-Engfish friendly to go ahead’ 

BONN (R) — German soccer officials said Tuesday they 
expected a friendly against England on the anniversary of 
Adolf Hitler’s birthday to go ahead and blamed the British 
media for whipping up fears that neo-Nazis could upset the 
match. The German Soccer Federation (DFB) said the game, 
scheduled to take place April 20 in Hamburg, would be 
discussed at a special meeting with German security chiefs and 
the .England Football Association (F.A.) Wednesday. But 
DFB spokesman Wolfgang Niersbach said: "As far as we are 
concerned, we expect the match against England to go ahead 
on April 20 in Hamburg. Obviously if security officials tell us 
the risk is too great we will consider moving the match.” But 
'..when the Daily Mirror or whatever publishes a picture from 
1938 of the (England) team giving the Hitler salute, what has 
tbat gor ro do with us? This anniversary has no meaning for us 
whatsoever." Earlier this month, the British newspaper 
published a picture of the England team giving the Nazi salute 
at a 1 game in Berlin in 1938. The headline read: “The picture of 
sh2&n£ J that will "haunt every England fan... Germany V 
England, April 20, 1994. Ban this' game on this date.** Since 
German unification in 1990 there has been a resurgence of 
neo-Nazi and other right-wing extremist violence 

Becker becomes father 

MUNICH. Germany (R) — Three-times Wimbledon cham- 
pion Boris Becker became a father for the first time Tuesday 
when his wife Barbara gave birth to a boy. “We’re all 
delighted,” Becker told reporters outside the private Munich 
Hospital where his wife gave birth to a 3.5-kilogramme son. 
Becker said both mother and son were in good health but he 
and his wife had not derided on a name for their son. Becker, 
who had one of the worst tennis years of his career in 1993 and 
dropped out of the top 10 for the first rime since 1 9S5, is faking 
a break from the game for the first month of his son’s life. 

Rams facing shake-up 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Anaheim Stadium, the home of 
American football’s Los Angeles Rams and Baseball’s Califor- 
nia Angles, faces a bill of $3.4 million after being damaged by 
the earthquake that has devastated southern California. The 
damage might help push away the Rams, who were consider- 
ing leaving the area because of dwindling attendances. 

Grand National winning jockey quits 

LONDON (R) — Grand national winning jockey Hywet 
Davies, 37, has quit race-riding. “I'm happy and sad but 
ultimately relieved to be getting out in one piece,” rhe 
Welshman said Tuesday. "I will really miss the riding but I was 
getting fed up with everything that goes with it. TTie travelling, 
the saunas and horrid feeling of being let down.” Davies rode 
762 winners, including Last Suspect, a 50-1 chance, in the 1985 
Grand National. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARff 
k TANNAH HIRSCH 
018 B 3 TOBin MMU Sanaa. « 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — -East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hnlfh 

♦Void UKQ86 0AK76 4QJ854 
is your opening bid? 

Q-2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

fflfflfe 4 TOO OAKS +K105 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with om heart. What 
oetkm-do you take? 

9-3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦653 TQ8732 01092 +A4 
The hwM'mg h«» proceeded: 

North But South West 
IT DM ? 


What do you bid now? 

Q.-l — North-Smith vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*J4 TQ6632 0KJ64 *Q4 

Partner opens the bidd in g with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

q _5 Neither vulnerable, as South 

*A £aK 853 '-'Void 4>AQ98762 

As South, what is your opening bid? 

Q.g goth vulnerable, as Sooth 

47 k^TKQSS 097663 *986 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What action do you take? 


foil 1 .' 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD - > 

Madonna — in 

a league Of Their Own 

Shows: 12d©.'.«n. 6:15. ««) 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

fugitive 

• Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:15 

Arabic alav "HI America” at 8:30 


Cavaliers beat 
Magic in final minute 


RICHFIELD. Ohio <R) — 
Mark Price hit a three-pointer 
and Gerald Wilkins converted 
four free throws to key a 9-t) 
run in the final minute of the 
fourth quarter as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers beat the Orlando 
Magic 1 14-107 Monday. 

Wilkins had 26 points, all in 
the second half. Price poured 
in 25. and Brad Daugherty hud 
18 points and 16 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers, who squandered 
a 13-point fourth-quarter lead 
before extending tneir winning 
streak to four games. 

Shaquille O'Neal hud a 
game-high 31 points, including 
28 in rhe second half, and 
Anfemee Hardaway scored 23 
for the Magic, who have lost 
three of their last four games. 

Cleveland, in fourth place in 
the central division . improved 
to 17-18 while Orlando, second 
in the Atlantic, dropped to 
20-16. 

At Golden State. Latrell 
Sprewell scored 23 points in- 
cluding a layup and two free 
throws with less than a minute 
left to give the Warriors the 
lead for good in a 104-99 win 
over the Phoenix Suns. 

The warriors have won four 
straight games and six of their 
last seven. 

Danny Ainge had 18 points 
and A.C. Green netted 17 for 
the Suns, who have dropped 
three of (heir last four games. 

In Chicago. B.J. Armstrong 
scored 22 points and Scottie 
Pippen added 20 to lead the 
red-hot Bulls to their 14th 
straight home win. a 121-91 
rout of the Philadelphia 76ers. 

Bill Wennington contributed 
18 points off the bench and 
rookie Corie Blount, starting 
in place of the injured Horace 
Grant, set career highs with 14 
points and 13 rebounds for the 
Bulls. Grant was sidelined with 
tendinitis in his left knee. 

Shawn Bradley had 18 points 


and Dana Barros 16 for Philly. 

The Bulls improved to 15-2 
at home and have not lost at 
Chicago Stadium since falling 
to Boston Nov. 13. 

Second-place Chicago, two 
games behind Atlanta in the 
central, is 204 since a 4-7 start. 

In New York. Patrick Ewing 
scored 13 of his game-high 34 
points in the fourth quarter to 
lead the Knicks. to their fifth 
straight victory, 106-94 over 
the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

New York has won seven of 
its last eight games and is also 
84) on Martin Luther King Jr 
Day. 

Ewing, who entered the 
game needing nine points to hit 
15,000, became the 68th player 
in NBA history to reach the 
milestone. 

John Starks had 27 points 
and 1 1 assists and Charles 
Oakley contributed 14 points 
and 18 rebounds for New 
York. 

Michael Williams led the 
Timberwolves with 2! points. 
18 in the second half. 


NBA 


At Washington. Terry Cum- 
mings scored a season-high 21 
points and Dale Ellis had 20 to 
lead the surging San Antonio 
Spurs past the Bullets. 100-87. 

Negele Knight chipped in 19 
points and Dennis Rod mart 
pulled down 19 rebounds for 
the Spurs, who played without 
their leading scorer. David 
Robinson, who was out with a 
sprained right knee. Robinson 
had made 119 consecutive 
starts. 

San Antonio, which held 
Washington to a franchise-low 
23 rebounds, has won six 
straight to climb within 
games of first-place Houston in 
the Midwest division. 

Tom Gugliotia and Don 


MacLean had 17 points apiece 
to pace the Bullets, whose 
season-high * three-game win 
streak ended. 

Washington lost leading 
scorer Rex Chapman late in 
the second quarter after he 
suffered a dislocated right ank- 
le. 

In Atlanta. Dominique Wil- 
kins scored all 37 of his points 
in the first three quarters and 
the Hawks held off Milwaukee 
102-98 to hand the Bucks their 
sixth straight loss. 

The Bucks came back from a 
92-72 deficit with 9:31 remain- 
ing and chopped the lead to 
100-96 with one minute left. 
Jon Barry keyed the 24-8 run 
by scoring 'all of his II 
points. 

Mookie Blaylock had 17 
points and J3 assists for the 
Hawks, who improved to 17-1 
at home. Atlanta has won six 
of its last seven in raising its 
eastern conference -best record 
to 25-8. 

Blue Edwards paced Mil- 
waukee (9-26) with 16 points 
and Vin Baker had 15. 

In Detroit. .Karl Malone had 
25 points. II rebounds and 
nine assists and Jeff Malone 
added 25 points as the Utah 
Jazz breezed to a 109-94 vic- 
tory over the reeling Pistons. 

The Pistons, who trailed by 
as many as 33 points early in 
the fourth, lost their 13th 
straight ro fall to 8-26. They 
are one loss away from tying 
their franchise -record single- 
season losing streak of 14 
games set in March 1980. 

Greg Anderson had 23 
points and 16 rebounds for the 
Pistons, who have dropped 
eight straight at home. 

The game between the Sac- 
ramento Kings and the Lakers 
was postponed due to the ear- 
thquake that hit the Los 
Angeles area. No reschedule 
date has been announced. 


Association funds reportedly used 
to finance attack on Kerrigan 


PORTLAND. Ore. (AP) — 
Tonya Harding prepared Mon- 
day for her first questioning by 
officials amid reports that 
funds from the L^ .S. Fig ure 
Skating Association maty 'have 
been tised to finance the-anack 
on Olympic skating rival Nan- 
cy Kerrigan. 

NBC news said it learned 
authorities have bank and wire 
transfer records that pur- 
portedly could tie Harding's 
ex-husband. Jeff Gillooly. to 
the three men already in cus- 
tody in the alleged conspiracy. 

The network also said the 
records could confirm body- 
guard Shawn Eckardt's claim 
that Gillooly financed the Jan. 
6 attack in Detroit. 

NBC and the Oregonian 
newspaper reported that inves- 
tigators suspect Gillooly used 
some money, dominated by 
Harding's supporters to fi- 
nance her skating, to pay for 
the hit. The money, the repons 
said, may have come from the 
LISFSA and other benefactors, 
including New York Yankees 


owners George Steinbrenner. 

Shane Minoaka Stant. the 
man accused of clubbing Kerri- 
gan on the leg. has agreed to 
be extradited from Phoenix 
anri was scheduled tro fly to 
Portland Tuesday under guard 
“by sheriffs deputies. 

Stant turned himself in last 
week after learning there was a 
warrant for his arrest in Ore- 
gon. 

In Detroit. Wayne County 
prosecutor John John O'Hair 
told the Detroit Free Press he 
still did not have "one scrap or 
shred of evidence that Tonya 
Harding was in any way in- 
volved." 

He also said no decision has 
been made on when any war- 
rants might be prepared. 

Gillooly and Harding, who 
were divorced last year but 
have reconciled, have denied 
any wrongdoing. 

Harding earned around 
$200,000 since 1991. including 
$150,000 from ice skating 
tours, the New York Times 
reported in Tuesday editions. 



We advise you to visit 
AI Dalai Establishment 
- Inside the Forte Grand Hotel 

For Information, the price of an 
embroidered cushion Is JD 12 
Hand-made Oriental Jackets— JD1 05 



CHEF SEEKING POSITION 

HIGHEST REFERENCES AND 

EXPERIENCE. FRENCH, INTERNATIONAL 
AND ARABIC COOKING. 

CALL: 772372 (FROM 10 am TO 4 pm) 


TENDER INVITATION 

UNESCO is providing urgent humanitarian assistance to Iraq 
to rehabilitate schools. 

.In order to carry out this task, the procurement of materials for 
building renovation and the local manufacturing of school 
furniture will be effected through International competitive 
bidding. Contracts for a total value of approximative^ 
US$300,000 are foreseen. Tender documents may be 
obtained from UNEDBAS. P.O. Box 2270, Tel: 606559, Fax: 
682183, Amman, Jordan. The bid closing date is Monday 7 
February 1984. 

Reference: 208/IRQ/11/BER/PEC 


It also said in the past three 
years she received $12,000 
from the USOC through a trust 
fund, and additional sums 
through private donors, includ- 
ing $20,000 from Steinbrenner. 

Harding is scheduled to 
meet with the Multnomah 
County district attorney's 
office, assistant D.A. Norm 
Frink said. He did not say 
when the meeting would take 
place. No meeting is set yet 
with Gillooly. 

“We've been asking to meet 
with Tonya since Thursday." 
Frink said. “We finally have a 
tentative time to time with her. 
but the husband: no re- 
sponse.” 

Harding sneaked out of her 
house close to midnight (2400 
GMT) Sunday), ducking down 
in a jeep to avoid being seen 
and practised for the first time 
Monday since winning the 
U.S. figure skating cham- 
pionships. 

“When I don’t skate I feel 
lazy." Harding said. “It’s just 
not me." 


Stich and Korda crash 
out of Australian Open 


MELBOURNE. Australia (R) 
— German number two seed 
Michael Stich crushed out of 
the Australian Open Tuesday 
after losing in four sets to 
American Malivai Washing- 
ton. 

A lacklustre Stich lost to 
unseeded Washington 6-7. 3-6. 
6-3. 6-2 in a centre court hatrie 
lasting two hours and 34 mi- 
nutes. 

The German Davis Cup star 
joined eighth seed Petr Korda, 
the man who beat him in last 
month's Grand Slam Cup final 
in Munich, as a notable first 
round casualty. 

Korda, from the Czech re- 
public. went down in straight 
sets to Sweden's Thomas En- 
qvist 6-3. 6-4. 7-6. 

Stfch. 25. who led Germany 
to their Davis Cup triumph 
over Australia last month, said 
his mental attitude on court 
had been poor. 

“1 just wasn't on the court 
today. 1 didn't even know the 
score at times which doesn't 
say much about my mental 
strength. 1 just played a terri- 
ble match.” he told reporters. 

After losing the first two sets 
and trailing by a break in the 
third, the world number two 
appeared to have turned the 
corner by reeling off five 
games in a row to take the set. 

"When I won the third set I 
thought 1 might have a chance 
but I didn't deserve to win. It is 
never easy to take a defeat like 
this, but life goes on. A whole 
year does not depend on this." 

Stich's defeat ends u golden 
run of form stretching back to 
last November's ATP finals in 
Frankfurt where he beat Pete 
Sampras. Jim Courier and 
Goran Ivanisevic to take the 
title. 

That victory elevated Stich 
to number two in the world, 
the highest ranking of his 
career. 

Washington, ranked 26th in 
the world, recalled leading 
Stich bv two sets to love in 



Michael Stich 


Melbourne three years ago be- 
fore falling away. 

“I wasn't going to let rhe 
lead slip as I did in *91." 
Washington said. 

Asked if Stich's apparent 
lethargy contributed to his vic- 
tory. Washington said: "I like 
to think I did what I had in do 
to win the match." 

Korda, who earned $1.6 mil- 
lion for beating Stich in the 
.Grand Slam Cup final, was 
equally disappointing against 
rhe 19-year-old enqvist. 

"I lost my timing complete- 
ly.” said Korda, who will turn 
26 on Sunday. "I have learnt in 
my life that you go very slowly 
up. but you can go very quickly 
down." 

Enqvist reached the last 16 
at the U.S. Open last Septem- 
ber. beating Andre Agassi 
along the way. but is ranked 
onlv 65th in the world. 54 


places below Korda. 

Fourth seed Stefar. Edherg 
of Sweden, chasing a third 
Australian Open title, was 
much more impressive as he 
cruised into the second round 
with a straight sets win over 
Javier Sanchez. 

All the main women's seeds 
also progressed, although third 
seed Conchita Martinez of 
Spain was forced to fight back 
after dropping the opening set 
against Natalia Zvereva. 

Australian tennis officials; . 
have announced a redevelop-, 
ment programme to upgrade 
facilities at Binders Park. The; 
project will cost an estimated 
$13.7 million. ‘ 

Tennis Australia President; 
Geoff Pollard said the money; 
would be spent on building two’, 
exrra show courts and outdoor; 
practice courts on land adia-;’ 
cent tothe existing site. 


Germany 
top FIFA 
rankings 

ZURICH. Switzerland (R) — 
World champions Germany 
were officially named the best 
national team of 1993 when 
FIFA issued its end-of-year 
rankings Tuesday. 

Germany edged out Italy 
and Brazil, as they did in 1992, 
and will be honoured, along 
with Colombia, at FIFA's con- 
gress in Chicago in June. 

Colombia, ranked 21st. took 
the title of the most improved 
team of the year jumping 14 
places. 

FIFA, soccer's world gov- 
erning body, said a record 659 
internationals between 145 
countries were played during 
1993, with the United States 
setting what is believed to be a 
record for the most matches 
played by one nation in a 
calendar year. 

The Americans took the 
field 33 times while Mexico 
played 25 matches 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, independent 
central heating of 170 square metres in an area located 
on the 7th Circle, entrance to the Komatso Company. 

Call Tel. 811054 AI Maha Establishment 


WANTED 

Female roommate to share two bed room fully 
furnished flat with hosts. Also available a 
two-bed room, fully furnished flat. 5th Circle. 

For more information please call 

605213-686309 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Diplomatic household in Amman requires: 

- highly qualified cook cum housekeeper 

- experienced maid. 

Attractive salary offered. Applications should contain 
indications of .past experience and recommendations 
by previous employers. 

If interested contact Tel. No. 644648 in Amman 


Report says Capriati 
wants to quit the sport 


NEW YORK (AP) — Less 
than four years after bursting 
upon the tennis scene as a 
13-year-old milionaire. Jennif- 
er Capriati is temporarily walk- 
ing away from the sport, ft was 
reported. 

Capriati, ranked No. 12 in 
the world but out of action 
with bone chips in her elbow 
since a first-round loss at the 
U.S. Open last August, told 
the New York Times she 
would not return to tennis until 
she finished high school. 

“I need a break from it.” 
Capriati said, “it's unfortunate 
that I had an injury, especially 
one that required such a long 
recuperation, but I feel I've 
made the mosr of my break 
from the tour. And I've de- 
cided 1 want to concentrate on 
finishing my senior year.” 

The Times said Capriati has 
moved into a rented apartment 
in the suburbs of Tampa. Fla. 
away from her family at the 
Saddiebrook resort in nearby 
Wesley Chapel. Fla. 

Her" parents said they sup- 


ported their daughter's deci-. 
sion. 

• “I have no monster for a 
daughter. I have a normal girl' 
who has a special talent to play 
tennis." said Stefano Capriati, 
who worked as his daughter's 
manager and coach until last 
year. 

“She’s not rebelling: I would 
not use that strong a word." he 
continued. “She's testing ev- 
erybody — me. her mother., 
her friends. She wants to see, 
how they react, to her if she; 
doesn’t play tennis. And she's’ 
testing herself, too.” 

Already signed to 
multimtllion-dollar endorse- 
ment deals. Capriati turned,’ 
pro in March 1990 and reached 
the final of her first profession- , 
al tournament. 

At 14. she became the 
youngest Grand Slam semi- 
finalist at the French Open, the 
youngest player to win a match 
at Wimbledon and the 
youngest player to crack the 
top 10. 


NEW CLINIC 
Dr. Samir H.Y. Sawaqed 

Family Doctor ( Australia ) 

MBBS, MRACGP, Jor. Board 

Om Othina Com. Ctr. Tel. 861598 


STAMPS 

QUEEN VICTORIA 


.: VERY LARGE COLLECTION OF BRITISH QUEiEN 
VICTOIRA STAMPS : 1B40 . 18^0 ; PENNY REDS : , 

-Maltese "Cross and various rare cancel- 
lations.. v housed in 6 Large albums , well 

STUDIED AND ARRANGED \ PLUS A LARGE SE- 
LECTION OF OLD LETTERS AND ENVELOPS. ALSO j 
A COLLECTION OF BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
MINT.. STAMPS 1840 - 192Q . CATALOGUE VALUE: 
OVER 75000. WILL SEl- FOR $15000 ONLY,. 

' ONLY SERIOUSLY INTERESTED PARTiES- 

PLEASE CALL ; 823769 


Cinema 


Tel.:* 699238 


PLAZA 


Ahmad Zaki in 

The Lady’s Chauffeur 

(Arabic) 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Daryl Hannah — in 

SPLASH 

Shows: 12:31). 3:311. 6:15. 8:30. 10:3(1 

1 1 a.m. special show for children Thur., Fri. 
Sac. and Sun. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfi Al Mashhtl Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

AL Urn Nuron 

A popular political comedy . 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, Has- 
san Al Sheer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8rW 
Tickets ere seM «U day 


Nabil & Hishsrffs Td * : 625155 ^ 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 

presents 

Aitlart Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

daily al 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is dosed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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[ Jo arras to North, Russia assures Seoul 


SEOUL (R> — Russia has assured South Korea it will make 
c ertain a reported sale of submarines for scrap to North Korea 
i-ill not incluie arms. 2 South Korean Foreign Ministry official 
f aid TV /-'ly. Paek Nak-Whan. the ministry's director-general 
for Eu. affairs, called in Gcorgi Toloraya. minister at 
5 eoul’s i -i embassy. Monday "to convey South Korea's 
h teres t a. ‘ -oncem" over the reported safe, he said. Mr. 
Toloraya o ■ not confirm the sale, but said any submarines 
cclivered to North Korea would be stripped of all military 
equipment, the official said. “Russia has promised that it will 
remove all military equipment before any submarine is 
celivered to North Korea, if the report is confirmed true.” the 
cfficial said. 


Ties with Israel unlikely, Alaias says 


.'AKARTA fAP) — Indonesia will not consider opening 
diplomatic relations with Israel until the Jewish state allows 
the Palestinian self-determination and withdraws its forces 
from the occupied territories. Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said 
Tuesday. "Our constitution does not allow' us to open 
diplomatic relations with Israel." Mr. Alatas said when asked 
to comment about a recent statement by President Suharto 
that diplomatic relations between Indonesia and Israel were a 
natter of time. U.S. Senator Halem Specter said after a 
meeting with Mr. Suharto earlier this month that recognition 
of Israel by Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim nation, 
would help the Middle East peace process. 


Kuwait cannot compensate Indian war victims 


EU visa services closed in Algeria 


AUB commemorates slain president 


BEIRUT (AP) — Colleagues and friends of Malcolm Kerr, 
slain president of the American University of Beirut (AUB). 
narked the 10th anniversary of his assassination Tuesday by 
placing flowers at the site where he was gunned down on 
campus. Some 50 faculty members and friends attended the 
epen-air commemoration ceremony near the memorial, 
erected where Dr. Kerr was shot dead by an unknown gunman 
cutside his office Jan. 18. 1984. He was 52 at the time. The 
tody of Dr. Kerr, an American born in Beirut, was cremated 
and part of his ashes were buried a; the memorial site and the 
r:st in Los Angeles, where hi*.; family lives. A capital of a 
I. oman column stone rises about 45 centimetres from the 
ground behind the stone where the slain president's name is 
c ascribed. Red carnation and white chrysanthemum repre- 
senting the colours of the AUB emblem were placed al the 
site. 


Czechs plan missile sales to Iran — report 


PRAGUE (AFP) — Czech industrial giant Skoda Pilsen is 
planning to sell missiles to Iran and to modernise the country's 
Kussiarv-made tanks, the weekly Respckt magazine reported 
Tuesday. Respekt quoted details from a company memo on a 
trip to Iran by Skoda Pilsen Director Lubomir Soudek during 
v hich he discussed the sale of ?. new generation of ground-to- 
air missiles, a detection system named “tamara." and the 
modernisation of the T-72 tanks. The magazine said Mr. 
5oudek had met with the deputy Iranian defence and foreign 
ministers during his visit to discuss the deals but the company 
cenied that it had had meetings with military officials during 
tie trip. Mr. Soudek also visited the head of the Iranian 
Nuclear Commission in Tehran to discuss the delivery of a 
r.udear reactor that Skoda considers "peaceful" technology. 
Ilespekt said. Czech Industry Minister Vladimir Dlouhy has 
warned that Skoda, which is one of 40 companies in the RDA 
veapons consortium, risk being unable to win export permits 
from the government for weapons systems. 


Tehran tied to murder of dissident’ 


FARIS (R) — A French newspaper said Tuesday Swiss 
investigators believed Iran helped carry out the murder of an 
Iranian dissident in Switzerland in 1990. The leftwing French 
daily Liberation, citing a leaked Swiss police investigation, 
said two Iranian diplomats were suspected of supervising the 
murder. France last month sent home two Iranians wanted in 
Switzerland for the killing, sparking criticism from Swiss 
authorities and the U.S. State Department. They are wanted 
for the 1990 murder in Geneva of Iranian dissident Kazem 
F.ajavi. brother of Masoud Rajavi. the icader of Iran's 
Iraq-based Mujahedeen-e-Khaiq guerrilla movement. "At this 
stage of the investigation... we are strongly convinced that one 
of several official Iranian agencies are directly involved in the 
murder of Kazem Rajavi." Liberation quoted' the Swiss police 
report as saying. Investigators, the newspaper said, believed 
that all members of the murder group travelled from Tehran 
on special passports delivered by the Iranian government 
which exempt them from seeking visas. 


Survey: Scots Conservatives face disaster 


GLASGOW fR) — Frime Minister John Major's ruling 
Conservatives face humiliation in forthcoming European and 
Scottish regional elec.v ns, according to an opinion poll 
•published Tuesday. Th<" monthly System Three poll for the 
Herald newspaper induces only 15 per cent of voters support 
Mr. Major's party. It gi. rs the opposition Labour Party 47 per 
cent, eight points Up fr *i its 1992 general election vote. The 
i'idependence-seeking ‘Trottish National Party came second 
with 23 per cent, one. point ahead of 1992. Conservatives 
trailed with 15 per cent, 11 points down from the general 
election and just one point in front of the Liberal Democrats. 
The poll sample covered 40 of Scotland's 72 parliamentary 
constituencies. Labour holds seven of Scotland's eight Euro- 
seats. The ruling party is campaigning to recapture two seals 
lost to Labour Iasi time, kicking off last week with a 
fiag-waving tour of key centres by Sir Leon Brittan. European 
trade commissioner. The Scottish vote will be held in May. the 
European poll in June. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Kuwait cannot pay for expatriate 
Indians' losses from the Guif war. a visiting Kuwaiti official 
said Tuesday, but will press for Iraqi oil sales to pay the claims. 
Abdul Rahman Ibrahim Al Huti. chief of Kuwait's public 
authority for compensation, blamed the "bad economic 
situation" in the sheikhdom for its inability to compensate 
either Kuwaitis or expatriates. Mr. Huti said Kuwait's losses 
.from the 1990 Iraqi occupation and Guif war came to SI 70 
billion. Mr. Huti made the remark at a news conference 
following talks with Indian officials, who handed him 141.000 
claims for a total of S3 billion in compensation. In a statement 
issued Monday, the Indian and Kuwaiti governments agreed 
to speed up efforts to settle the claims through the sale of Iraqi 
oil, in line with U.N. resolutions. 


i I 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The consulates of all 12 European Lfnion 
(EU) nations suspended the issuing of visas on Tuesday in a 
sign of mourning for French consular worker Monique Afri, 
gunned down in Algeria's political violence. French consular 
offices.which have recently been besieged by up to 6.000 
’f eople a day in the capital alone, have closed down indefinite- 
ly while a new system is introduced to get rid of the queues and 
the resulting friction, French officials said. The French lycee 
here and other French schools in Algeria reopened on 
Tuesday after a day of mourning Monday in memory of Mrs. 
Afri. who was shot in the head in Algiers on Saturday as she 
went to fetch her car by four unidentified gunmen was 
managed to flee. Mrs. Afri was the 26th foreigner to die in 
attacks blamed by authorities on extremist gunmen, who have 
been at war with the regime since the army in January 1992 
t nought about the cancellation of a general election the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was poised to win. 
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BERBER RALLY: Demonstrators march Mon- 
day in the Algerian town of Tizi Ouzou in protest 
against extremism and In support of the Berber 


culture. Reports said at least 150,000 people 
attended the rally (AFP photo) 
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G £ i\ C V‘A » ? S !: C I C r - * — 
A’.'.cv ?.Ov ■'? Jc;.iia resv.ncd 
Tuesday !~u: zioom} negn- 
* ’a tors hula ‘’Ji httic nope for 
.’greemcr.T .Ijh-ina rr.gcd :.^n 
in the Baihan republic. 

As tenders of the warring 
fr.ciicns asserrbied in Geneva. 
U.N. sources sa ; d Secretary- 
General Eo’j'.ros Ghali had 
ashed his areas! rcprcscr.ia- 
£ive in former Yugoslavia to 
draw up plans for possible .iir 
strikes ugeirist 3«?sniar. Serb 
forces. 

The U.N. chief had directed 
Yasushi Akashi to draft de- 
tailed plans .or possible milit- 
ary action to r'oiiev. iro cn the 
North .Atlantic 1 :ea‘.y Orga- 
nisation's (NATO) threat "of 
strikes around the eastern Bos- 
nian enclave of Srebrenica and 
Tuzla airport, the sources said. 

Earlier. Lord Owen of the 
European Union, arriving at 
Geneva's Palais des Nations 
before negotiations began be- 
tween Muslims. Serbs and 
Croats. sa ; d major military 
offensive made the prospects 
for agreement “not very high." 

His U.N. partner. Thorvald 
Stoltenberg. s2id the atmos- 
phere at talks on ending the 
21-month civil war “has never 
been less conducive" since he 
joined the peace effort eight 
months ago. 

"There is already a large 
military offensive.’ We are 
seeing more fighting on the 
ground than for very many 


months." declared Gen. 
Given. To sa;u the Muslim-Iju 
government had started «m 
offensive in the capiir.1. 
Sarajevo, that h.:d brought 
Serb retaliation. 

AH three sides were acquir- 
ing more weapon.'., including 
helicopters, despite a U.N. 
embargo on arms supplies to 
the former Yugoslavia. 

Meanwhile Dr. Ghali has 
requested the recall of French 
Genera! Jean Cot. commander 
of U.N. forces in former 
Yugoslavia. French Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard said 
in Pans. 

Dr. Ghali made the call to 
Mr. Leotard. French President 
Francois Mitterrand and Prime 
Minister Edouard Bnlladur 
during a visit here last week, 
the minister said. 

Mr. Leotard was speaking at 
a luncheon of deputies of the 
covering majority at Mr. Baha- 
dur's residence here, partici- 
pants said. 

One reported that Mr. 
Leotard said he had agreed to 
Boutros-Ghali's request, but 
set conditions. 

Gen. Cot was reprimanded 
last week by Dr. Ghali for 
stepping out of line by urging 
NATO air strikes against Ser- 
bian positions in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

Known for his plain- 
speaking. Gen. Cot made re- 
peated call? for special powers 
to earn 1 out air strikes whereas 


under a May. I **93 Security 
Council resolution, only Dr. 
Ghali has authority to call on 
NATU air power. 

in Sarajevo, a U.N. spokes- 
man said the mostly-Muslim 
Bosnian army and Bosnian 
Serb forces were locked in 
"heavy fighting” around Olo- 
vo. just north of Sarajevo, and 
around the capital itself. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bill 
Aikman said U.N. observers 
had reported that fighting 
Monday around Olovo. 30 
kilometres north of here, had 
left "many dead and injured." 

The observers, who were 
able to enter the Muslim-held 
town of Olovo but who were 
unable to reach the frontline, 
said they had seen a number of 
military vehicles ferrying 
wounded from the front. Olo- 
vo was also under heavy shell- 
ing with at least 100 explosions 
reported there on Monday. 
Co). Aikman said. 


Town under siege 


Nearly one-third of the 
16.000 Muslims trapped by 
Serb and Croat forces in the 
northern town of Maglaj are 
suffering from severe malnutri- 
tion. U.N. aid officials said. 

U.N. aid convoys have been 
blocked from reaching Maglaj. 
about 130 kilometres "(80 
miles) north of Sarajevo, since 
Oct. 25. The government-held 
town has been under siege for 
seven months. 


Reagan authorised. Iran-contra : 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Ronald Reagan au- 
thorised both the arms sales 
and military aid that became 
the focus of the Iran-contra 
scandai and 'krewmeiy par- 
ticipated cr at least ac- 
quiesced" ir. overup by his 
top aides, the prosecutor con- 
cluded in hs: final report re- 
Tuesday 

Mr. Aoaaar. former Presi- 
dent George Bush ar.d other 
iran-.vntra figures criticized 
th*. report':, oncii: un- 
fair and u-.sucp irted by the 
tacts. 

The rert-r. ?y independent 
counsel Lawrence E. Walsh 
it .Tunc "•.•,0 credible svl- 
urn.-e that si Jent Reu;ur. 
violated any jnrr.tnu: statute.'* 

Mr. Welsh ccnritxvc :n the 
rAe-pege v. c, hr, -aver.- 
*ec; invsr.i •_uer. -Aa: Mr. 
Rea ran r: .-i !*.:■ aides to 
.• -. ■ .. ran 

Ovnjesv u'. Ac t»t. 


. Mr. Reagan also authorised 
the sale of arms to Iran in an 
attempt to win the release of 
American hostages despite 
warnings that such transactions 
might be illegal, the report 
said. 

it concluded that when the 
operation became public in 
1986. Mr. Reagan "knowingly 
pertreipared or nr least ac- 
quiesced in the effort*-" of his 
top aides tc cover up the arms 
sales tc Iran. 

Mr. Reagan issued y state- 
ment Tuesday saying Ch.it Mr. 
Walsh's report is "little more 
than an expensive... vehicle for 
baseless accusations that he 
c.juld never have proven in 
court. 

"It is disappointing th.i; Mr. 
Walsh consumed over seven 
venrs .-fid snore cb.m mii- 
ibr. o: taxpayer's money to 
produce .in c.icyclcpcdi;: of old 
information. ur.wnr-anictS con- 
clusions and irre-pcasibio spe- 
cula lien." Mr. Rea cun added. 


Despite the finding of no 
criminal violation, the report 
said of Mr. Reagan: 

"Nevertheless, he set the 
stage for the illegal activities of 
others by encouraging and in 
general terms ordering support 
of the contras" when Congress 
banned such aid. 

Mr. Walsh said that the pres- 
ident's disregard for Jaws that 
banned hoth aid to the contras 
and arms sales to Iran created 
a climate in which some of the 
government officers assigned 
lUjjj mplcment his policies felt 
emboldened to circumvent 
such laws. 

In other conclusions, Mr. 
Wair.h's report *=;;id that: 

— Large numbers of “highly 
relevant" documents "were 
systematically and willfully 
withheld from investigators by 
v.-verai Rea pan administration 
officials.” 

— T'r.crc was no evidence 
ils.it Mr. Bush violated anv 


laws. 


Masoad ready for 


iyar truce 


3A02.'.M. 

.' \Jor«c;v-s : — 7~.c 


f -- | drr. :sc. 


iir.::v.- or. 


control 


rn-.; ;orcj-» 
sfrat^L *>i' . . 7. 

red z~~ v -f K - . :.:v 2 
art’ r_ady :>:> discuss a truce 
with O!" a ’ f *!.a:r two iTsa:rt 
ri'iis. 

Ahmad c >-.r Masoud. the 
U.z- militar. cfricia: ?Y-: Frc^:- 


s,.- 
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army, ci-iimed g.v.er.imer.t 
sida ucs cr./i--:;’. ■■•■nr.ing a 
war of r«;;r;:iO“ v.ith its r;\ 
factions, and aould s>.'n he 
ei-en strenger. 

"Lem mania:', from three 
rrovircex . hir e s.fic liter are 
ready tc send us reinforce- 
ments." Mr. Mjsc-ud 3aia in vn 
intcr-iew with *he Arsotv-jicd 
Press at Bacrar: r. ir base, north 
of Kabul. 

Meanwhilu. hr:vy fighting 
resumed Tuesday in (he capital 
with tank. artFSery end small 
arn..v duels near the Kabul Riv- 
er ir. the soutitesiit part of the 
city. One rock;: slammed into 
the recent! 1 - evacuated resi- 
dence of the Eevrtian ambas- 


Su.’.ru: r.'.'.-p;*. . nu ri. 

that: psopie have been 

vrf'ir.ded iinre the iiLiit*::'’ 
cri:i'-frd Jar.. 5 bctv.ee:- Mr. 
Rabbrnr's men md warlord 
Rr.skid 

An c‘;i™jwc 10 T||!j 
people have been killed, 
according to the International 
Cc.:r.nutfr: lor the Red 

Crc.ss. 

“We arc ready to bug: it 
negotiation* with Hektnatynr 
any nmc. but there is nn possi- 
bilitv of ne^oijaiio;» or d ceas- 
efire with Dostum's forces." 
Masoud :-a:d. 

The offer L unlikely to bring 
about yeaci. Even if "the presi- 
dent tind :he prime minister 
agreed to a ceasefire, the fight- 
ing would probably not ?sop 
unless general Dostum was in- 
cluded 3s well. 

Despite the promise of a lull 
in hostilities due to a blanket of 
snow that descended on Kabul 
in (he night, the artillery fire- 
fight continued for 90 minutes, 
followed bv the deadly rattle of 


,r. rr.r fire. 

A trv.-.:cT destroyed the offi- 
"i ! Jer.ce of tile Egyptian 
j'.rr.p.r-saii-.M, manned only by 
'tiiii. and fire Mill bkized 
there hour'-, aiicnwirds. 

Thj r-”ypi,ar.v closed their 
f c: r M m evacuated Kabul 
■during III-’ faefionai fighting nf 
Auvus! I’-in;. and the residence 
deserted except for 
Afghan caretaker staff. 

"Thanks 10 God we escaped 
;:nv injury as we had sheltered 
in the Lvyjmcr.t during the 
nxkcl attack." said one of the 
care laker 5. 


The tv.o*s;o:ey building was 
completely gutted by fire. 

The neighbouring house of 
the Pakistani charge d'affaires 


w;i\ also hit by shrapnel from 
the exploding rocket, but lost 
nniv many of its windows and 
did not catch fire. 

Mr. Rabbuni's spokesman 
told AFP that the president 
had 1 ejected his rival's demand 
for his resignation ns a precon- 
dition to The cessation of the 
fighting. 


4 Saudis allowing first 
Arafat visit since war’ 


By Saleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 


AMMAN — Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chief 
Yasser Arafat is likely to make 
a pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia 
and meet King Fahd this week 
— his first visit since the Gulf 
crisis ruptured ties, a senior 
PLO official said. 

“Chairman Arafat will hope- 
fully visit Saudi Arabia, this 
week after receiving an official 
written acceptance on Monday 
to his request to perform the 
Umra and meet King Fahd," a 
senior PLO official, who asked 
not to named, told Reuters on 
Tuesday. 

The visit will by the first be 
the PLO chairman to any Gulf 
state since PLO sympathy with 
Iraq 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
caused a rift with his former 
allies. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat's earlier requests to visit 
had been rejected but verbal 
approval came this month 
when a PLO delegation visited 
Riyadh for the funeral of a 
former PLO envoy. 

Gulf states cut off funding 
for the PLO after the invasion 
of Kuwait. The organisation, 
which provided substantial aid 
to the occupied territories, has 
not recovered. 

“We hope the visit will help 
to resume official aid to the 
Palestinian people given by the 
Saudis before the crisis and 
also provide assistance to the 
future Palestinian authority in 
the occupied territories.” the 
senior official said. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat mil seek immediate Saudi 


aid to alleviate the organisa- 
tion's cash crisis. The PLO has 
termed it an “Arab financial 
seige.” 

Saudi Arabia paid S850 mil- 
lion in state donations directly 
to the PLO in The 10 years to 
1989. including S6 million a 
month in the period before 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The PLO is hoping this aid 
will be restored. 

Its hopes are buoyed by an 
earlier Saudi decision to re- 
sume passing on taxes col- 
lected from Palestinians work- 
ing there to the PLO. This aid 
and private donations are 
around $1.5 million monthly. 

The PLO says the visit 
should pave the way for Mr. 
Arafat being received in other 
Gulf states, except Kuwait. 
The 400,000 Palestinians living 
there before the Gulf crisis 
have mostly left and Kuwait 
remains deeply antagonistic to 
the PLO. 

Mr. Arafat will seek com- 
mitments of aid to a future 
Palestinian entity, but Gulf 
states have so far pledged help 
only to non-PLO institutions in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

Officials say Mr. Arafat will 
seek Saudi mediation to get 
Guif states to release money 
frozen since the crisis. Unlike 
Saudi Arabia, most also are 
not passing on taxes from 
Palestinians working in the re- 
gion. 

“There are hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars in frozen PLO 
assets in Kuwait which have 
not yet been released and the 
visit'should help us to get this 
file activated," another PLO 
official said. 


Aideed aides freed 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
U.N. forces Tuesday released 
eight aides of Somali warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, in*- 
eluding his right hand man and 
chief financier Osman Hassan 
Ali “Ato.” 

Soon after he was freed, Mr. 
Osman addressed a rally of 
about 2,000 cheering suppor- 
ters who welcomed him with 
garlands of purple bougainvil- 
laea flowejs. t . 

Militiamen of General 
Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance (SNA) armed >with 
rifle-propelled grenades and 
kalashnikovs, stood guard. 

"Without you we would nev- 
er have succeeded," Mr. Os- 
man. known as “Ato," or the 
slim man, told the crowd. The 
eight were the last Aideed 
aides to be held by the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Osman did not mention 
Gen. Aidecd's demand for 
U.N. peacekeepers to quit 
Somali in what was essentially 
a non-political speech, but 
promised to address supporters 
again on Thursday. 

Mr. Osman, 44. was arrested 
four months ago on suspicion 
of involvement in the killings 
of U.S. and U.N. peacekeep- 
ers before the world body 
dropped its hunt for Gen. 
Aideed and suspended a war- 
rant for his arrest in Novem- 
ber. 

Mr. Osman was held for a 
time on an island off southern 
Somalia with two other senior 


Aideed aides, Mohammad 
Hassan A wale, the warlord's 
advisor on international 
affairs, and Omar Salad Elmi, 
Gen. Aideed's former repre- 
sentative in Ethiopia. 

The latter were arrested dur- 
ing an Oct. 3 firefight in which 
Aideed militiamen killed 18 
Americans. 


Bir: No half-way 

The outgoing commander of 
U.N. forces in Somalia haysaid 
that countries which made only 
a halfhearted commitment to 
peacekeeping undermined the 
mission. 

Some contributing coun- 
tries. which he did not identify, 
were not "committed enough 
to accept the violence and loss 
of life associated with war." 
Turkish General Cevik Bir 
said. 

"... There can be no half 
measures in a Chapter VII 
(peacemaking as opposed to 
peacekeeping) operation," 
Gen. Bir said in a letter to - 
U.N. Secretary- General Bout- 
ros Ghali released to reporters 
on Tuesday. 

The letter was made avail- 
able shortly before Gen. Bir 
handed over command of U.N. 
forces to Malaysian 
Lieutenant-General Datuk 
Aboo Samah Ben Aboo 
Bakar. Gen. Bir had been 
commander of the U.N. Op- 
eration in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM) for the past 10 
months. 


Inman withdraws name 
as Pentagon nominee 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton's 
nominee to head the Defence 
Department has withdrawn his 
name from consideration to 
avoid a bruising confirmation 
battle, according to documents 
released Tuesday. 

Bobby Inman's nomination 
had run into difficulty over 
disclosures that he failed to pay 
taxes for a household em- 
ployee. a problem which has 
dogged Mr. Clinton's 
nominees since it first erupted 
during Zoe Baird's confirma- 
tion hearings for attorney 
general last year. 

Mr. Inman, a 62-year-old 
retired admiral, informed the 
president that he was with- 
drawing in a letter. 

"The reality is that my fami- 
ly and I have nor found it 
possible to focus on the posi- 
tive and ignore the negative, 
but rather have been drawn 
daily to the rush-to-judgment 
distortions of my record, my 
character and my reputation.*' 
he wrote. 

Mr. Inman, who has served 
under Republican and Demo- 
cratic administrations, said his 
decision was precipitated by 
Senator Bob Dole's decision to 
direct “a partisan response to 
my nomination.'* 

"Without solid bipartisan 
support from the leadership at 
the outset. I bring no special 
qualifications to the prospec- 


tive job," he wrote. 

“From Austin I sense ele- 
ments in the media and the 
political leadership of the 
country who would rather dis- 
parage or destroy reputations 
than work to effectively govern 
the country. I do not wish to 
provide those elements fodder 
for their daily attacks." he 
added. 

In a return letter, the presi- 
dent accepted the withdrawal 
with regret that the nation will 
be “denied your service." 

Mr. Inman's letter was dated 
Jan. 8. the day that Mr. Clin- 
ton left for an cight-dav Euro- 
pean tour that concluded Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Inman, a former deputy 
director of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA), had been 
tapped to head the Pentagon 
on Dec. 16 after Defence 
Secretary Lcs Aspin 
announced his resignation, 

Mr. Inman, ended three de- 
cades of government service in 
J? 82 * Jf** he resigned from 
the CIA. He also is a former 
director of the National Secur- 
ity Agency. At the time he left 
the CIA post, he said he had 
lost his zest for bureaucratic 
infighting. 

when he accepted Mr. Clin- 
ton s nomination in December 
Mr. Inman said he neither 
sought nor wanted the job. but 
accepted it out of “duty and 
country." 













Duchess of York 
moved to tears by 
Himalayan peak 
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LONDON (AFP) — Th c |i<^ 

!i 


Duchess of York, th e 
estranged wife of Prince 
Andrew, said Tuesday she waj 
moved to tears after reading a 
20,000 foot (6,000 metre) ' 
Himalayan peak with a group ' 
of disabled people. The moon, 
tains made her feel small and ! 



lams inauc oer jcci smau and : «g§ King - 

had given her a calmer outlook ifc 58 
on life, she told GMTV m a < , 0pP®^ U 
pre-recorded interview shown S -,-tON l L'SI A 
on Independent Television 1* Viatel 
ter Tuesday. Looking siun and 
tanned, the 34-year-old dudb- 
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ess, commonly known as 'Ter- jjn? 


gje” spoke of the trek last reza 


It will 


October accompanying, seven ,|,in -L J c-' » — 

disabled people up the moon- i &*** J, n and 
tains in Nepal as patron of the ,*|c * asn, " r pro 
charity Maantyre Care. “The K>v * 

truest statement is when peo- 
ple say the mountains make 
you feel very small. BasfcaJIy, 
that’s what I got out of it," she 
said. 
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Mortician may 
file charges 
against 
Marcos family 
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MANILA (AP) — The family 
of the late Ferdinand Marcos 
has refused to pay a funeral 
parlor for services provided 
during the five-year wake for 
the former president’s mother, 
the firm's lawyer said Tuesday. 
Attorney Napoleon MaHmas 
said the Marcos family owes 
more than 1 million - pesos 
($35,000) to the Malabed 
Funeral Home for services in- 
cluding embalming, a coffin 
and flowers for Josefa EbraHn 
Marcos. Mr. Malimas said the 
company was considering legal 
action against the Marcos fami- 
ly if the bill is not paid soon. 
Mrs. Marcos died on May 8, 
1988 but was buried only last 
September. The Marcos family 
delayed the burial until the 
arrival of the body of the far- 
mer president from Hawaii, 
where he died in exile in 1989. 
Mr. Marcos' body was re- 
turned from Hawaii last 
September and buried v his 
hometown Batac. The 'same 
funeral parlor handled die 
funeral of the former presi- 
dent. The Malabad firm sent 
letters to Mr. Marcos' younger 
sister. Fortune Barba, begging 
for the rest. In the fetter, the 
firm’s owner Frank Malabed 
said he had to borrow money 
to pay bis bills because the 
Marcos family had not paid 
him. Efforts to reach the Mar- 
cos family for comment were 
unsuccessful. Officials of the 
funeral parlor said it appeared 
that internal squabbles within 
the Marcos family had delayed 
final payment. 
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woy to Israel 


Magazine opts for 
fake bushfire 
photograph 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s 
recent bushfires produced hun- 
dreds of dramatic, heroic 3nd 
heart-rending photographs 
which were used worldwide by 
media outlets, but a local 
magazine apparently just 
couldn't find the right shot. So v 
the new weekly Woman’s 
magazine ran a fake cover shot' 
for its bushfire tribute issue last 
week, but told no one. The 
photograph shows a bare- 4 
chested man wearing an Akub- 
ra hat and clutching a crying 
boy in front of flames. A bold 
red headline says "heroes". A 
secondary headline says: “The 
most amazing stories, The 
most amazing pictures.” The 
only problem is there are no 
flames in the original shot, 
which the Telegraph-Mirror 
newspaper revealed Tuesday-. 
The original shows the man 
carrying the boy towanfe a 
smoke-shrouded car. The 
flames were courtesy of 
another shot. Despite requests 
by journalists, the magazine 
published by Kerry Packer's 
Australian Consolidated Press 
did not explain why It opted far 
a fake photograph. 
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Indonesian girls 
under 14 marry In 
their millions 


JAKARTA (R) — - Almost six 
million Indonesian girls under 
the age of 14 years are married 
or divorced, the official Antara 
News Agency said. Antara. 
quoting Central Bureau of Sta- 
tistics figures, said the province 
of West Java had the high** 
number of girls married ttndor- 
14 years, with about 3Q 
cent of the total of 5.8 mfflion. 
Mainly Muslim Indonesia, 
home to 183 million people, 
sets the minimum legal a ge for 
marriage at 16 years for 
women and 18 for men. 
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